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The artist of this sketch portrays the isolation and loneliness of the abused
child, but also, by looking outward, conveys the seeking of help and hope.



CHAPTER 5

Conclusion: Voices Heard

129

I am concluding this special volume of the Report of the Cornwall Public Inquiry
by reflecting on some of my key recommendations in Volume 2 of my Report,
which covers Phase 2. Many of these recommendations address points raised
in informal testimony. I want to say to people who came forward in informal
testimony, “Your voices have been heard.”

A significant aspect of my Phase 2 Report addresses Counselling Support. I
make very specific recommendations about transition for Counselling Support
provided through the Cornwall Public Inquiry. I have also looked at the province-
wide issue of availability of services for those who have been abused, and I
discuss services for men specifically.

I also focus in my Phase 2 Report on education and awareness—for the public,
for professionals, at work, at home, and at play. Such awareness and education
includes measures to increase sensitivity and understanding of the impact and
consequences of sexual abuse: for those who have been abused, for their families,
for those in workplaces where abuse has occurred, and for those whose jobs
entail dealing with victims of abuse.

I have looked at recommendations for Cornwall that could support and enhance
respectful and constructive relationships between survivors and their community.
I have made recommendations aimed at creating more victim-friendly approaches
in the justice system, to ensure that future generations benefit from the lessons of
the past. Specific examples of concrete responses include my recommendations
on the Adult Community Healing Resource Centre and for a Family and Child
Advocacy Centre for Cornwall.

Many who spoke in informal testimony spoke of the power of making
a difference. I think some of the changes you have championed can make a
difference. Thank you for coming forward to informal testimony.


