
RULING ON MOTION BY CORNWALL COMMUNITY POLICE 

SERVICE TO EXCUSE RON LEFEBVRE 

 

On Wednesday, November 12th and Thursday, November 

13th, I heard the continuation of a motion brought by 

counsel for the Cornwall Community Police Service and 

Cornwall Police Service Board (collectively “CPS”) for an 

order excusing Ron Lefebvre as a witness at the Cornwall 

Public Inquiry. 

 

After reviewing the Motion Record of the CPS and hearing 

brief oral arguments, I granted the motion requested and 

indicated that written reasons would follow in due course.  

The evidence on the motion is set out in the Motion Record 

of the CPS, Exhibit M-14-A4, with Tabs 2, 2(a) through 2(e), 

8, 9, and 10 marked as confidential.  The Motion Record 

contains a number of medical reports from Mr. Lefebvre’s 

treating physician and one report from a medical consultant 

who assessed Mr. Lefebvre and spoke with his treating 
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physician. I am satisfied that these exhibits contain 

information of a personal and intimate nature about Mr. 

Lefebvre and thus should be treated as confidential. 

 

This was the second motion for an order to excuse Mr. 

Lefebvre from participating as a witness before the Inquiry.  

On July 2, 2008, I declined to grant a motion to excuse Mr. 

Lefebvre on the basis that I did not have sufficient 

information.   

 

In that decision, I stated that in order to demonstrate that 

the act of testifying will cause harm to a witness, a medical 

professional’s evidence should indicate the nature, 

seriousness, and likelihood of harm and should demonstrate 

a thorough knowledge of the Inquiry process.  The medical 

professional’s views on accommodation measures that may 

allow the witness to testify should also be included. 
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Given that Mr. Lefebvre is not permanently disabled from 

working, and that in his work as a Special Constable he 

regularly testifies at bail hearings, I determined that I 

required additional information about the nature of the 

medical risks inherent in Mr. Lefebvre’s participation as a 

witness. I also indicated that the medical evidence should 

make some reference to whether and how accommodation 

measures could mitigate the risk of harm. 

 

Counsel for the moving party reviewed my July 2nd reasons 

and presented supplementary medical evidence in order to 

address my concerns.  Counsel indicated that the medical 

experts were of the view that the act of testifying before the 

Inquiry could cause Mr. Lefebvre serious harm, and that he 

could not be accommodated.   

 

I am of the view that the supplementary medical information 

provided was sufficient to address the concerns that I raised 

in my July 2nd decision. 
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I wish to emphasize that I have never doubted the sincerity 

of Mr. Lefebvre medical concerns.  The issues to be 

addressed in this motion were whether additional medical 

evidence demonstrated that requiring Mr. Lefebvre to appear 

as a witness before the Inquiry would cause him harm, and 

whether this harm could be mitigated through 

accommodation measures.   

 

Counsel for the Coalition for Action and for the Victim’s 

Group argued that the medical experts did not sufficiently 

demonstrate the link between Mr. Lefebvre’s condition and 

his participation as a witness at the Inquiry.   

 

I do not share this view. The medical evidence reveals that 

in Mr. Lefebvre’s case, it is not the act of testifying that 

would aggravate his condition, but rather it is the subject 

matter of his testimony, viewed globally, that is the 

triggering factor.  Notwithstanding the cause of Mr. 
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Lefebvre’s condition, the medical evidence shows that the 

stress associated with testifying about his involvement in 

investigations into sexual abuse could cause the 

deterioration of Mr. Lefebvre’s health.  I therefore agree with 

the conclusions reached by the two medical experts who 

determined that Mr. Lefebvre cannot be accommodated 

through alternative measures. 

 

In closing, I want to say again that I regret any extra 

anxiety or distress that the requirement for additional 

medical evidence may have caused to Mr. Lefebvre.  

 

Dated this 26th of November, 2008 

 

_________________________ 
G. Normand Glaude 
Commissioner 
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