
MEDIA PROTOCOL FOR CONFIDENTIALITY ISSUES

NOTE:  When a request is made by either a witness, counsel or other individual which
would either result in an in-camera hearing or a ban on publication, whenever possible,
notice will be given to the media (along with other individuals in the hearings room) the
morning of the hearing in question.
The notice will provide details of the request being made as well as procedures to be
followed.
Specific to the media are the following procedures:

In-Camera    Hearings   

In order to attend in-camera hearings, media representatives must sign an
undertaking that outlines terms and conditions for the media during in-camera
hearings. The media will abide by the terms of all confidential Rulings and Orders
issued by the Commissioner and in particular are prohibited from publishing or
broadcasting any of the names or information disclosed in an in-camera session, which
may identify an individual protected by such an Order.

No photographs will be allowed to be taken before, during or after an in-camera hearing.

The media may be present in the hearings room or may remain in the media room during
in-camera hearings.  While the sessions may be recorded for the purpose of reporting on
issues and/or broadcasting portions of the in-camera hearings, strict adherence must
be paid to each and all of the conditions outlined in the undertaking signed by
media representatives as listed below:

1. Undertake to abide by the terms of all confidential Rulings and Orders
issued  by the Commissioner and in particular not to publish or
broadcast any of  the names or information disclosed in an in-camera
session, which may identify an individual protected by such an Order.

2. Understand that documents, names and information disclosed in the
in-camera sessions and any recording thereof may not otherwise be
re-produced or disclosed or shown to anyone or made public, except
under the provisions of this Undertaking.

3. Understand that the documents may be shown or names and
information disclosed, within the particular Media organization, upon
explaining the confidential nature of these documents.

4. Undertake not to reproduce, circulate or copy any of the recordings of
the in-camera sessions without the express and written authorization of
the Cornwall Public Inquiry.

5. Undertake to return all documents and/or proceedings when requested
by Commission Counsel to do so and at the latest, at the end of Phase
I of the  Cornwall Public Inquiry or to confirm in writing that all
recordings have been disposed of.



6. Understand that the Commissioner may impose sanctions for any
breach of this Undertaking and for any breach of confidentiality of the
Rulings and Orders in question.

Non-identifying initials   

In situations when a ruling is made that an individual’s name is not to be used but instead
replaced with non-identifying initials, the media must ensure that non-identifying initials
be used on all reports/publishings of the witness in question.

Non-publication of a name and/or testimony

In situations when a ruling is made that an individual’s name and/or testimony is not to
be published, the media is prohibited from publishing same.


