
CHAPTER 3

The Impact of Child Abuse

Over thirty victims and alleged victims testified at the Cornwall Public Inquiry.
Some, such as Jamie Marsolais, Cindy Burgess-Lebrun, and Jason Tyo, were in
their mid-thirties when they gave their evidence; others were in their forties and
fifties, such as Benoit Brisson, Albert Roy, Roberta Archambault, and Kevin
Upper; and some, such as FernandVivarais, were sixty years old. The victims and
alleged victims included a priest (Father Claude Thibault), a film producer and
director (André Lavoie), and a lawyer (Claude Marleau). Many of the other
victims and alleged victims were in low-paying jobs such as construction and
in factories, several had difficulty maintaining steady employment, and a
significant number were unemployed. These victims and alleged victims of child
sexual abuse described how they suffer from post-traumatic stress disorder, have
severe depression, and have panic attacks, problems that for many have impeded
them from either seeking or holding down a job.
The purpose of this chapter is to describe the impact of child sexual abuse

as recounted by the victims, alleged victims, and their parents, spouses, and
siblings. These witnesses painfully discussed the effects of their abuse, which
included lack of trust in authority, failure in school, inability to have intimate
relationships, inability to parent their children appropriately, attempts at suicide,
addiction to drugs and alcohol, and the fragmentation of their families. The
effects have been and continue to be psychological, social, and financial.
The impact of this historical child abuse mirrors much of what was described
in the expert testimony1 by psychologists, social workers, police officers, and
legal experts in child sexual abuse.
Witnesses testified that when they were children in Cornwall they were sex-

ually abused by teachers in elementary and high school, by foster parents while
they were in the care of the Children’s Aid Society (CAS), and by priests in the
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Catholic Church. Others stated that they were sexually violated by probation
officers, shop owners, and other members of the Cornwall community. The acts
of sexual abuse, according to these witnesses, took place on Church property
and at youth retreats with the Catholic Church, in foster homes, in schools, and
at the workplace of probation officers. Others said they were sexually abused as
children in swimming pools and change rooms, in cars, in trailer parks, in motels,
in store basements, as well as in the homes of the perpetrators.
For some of the victims and alleged victims, the abuse began when they were

very young children. Marc Latour testified that in grade 3, at the age of eight, he
was repeatedly sexually violated by his teacher. Roberta Archambault, another
witness, described the sexual abuse by her foster father that began when she was
a seven- or eight-year-old girl. In summer, the abuse allegedly occurred on fish-
ing excursions, and in the colder months in the garage of the foster home. She
testified that the abuse continued until she left the foster home at fifteen years old.
JeannetteAntoine was placed in the care of CAS at the age of sixteen months. She
remained under the care of the CAS until she was seventeen. She testified that
she was sexually abused by her foster father when she was five or six years old,
as was her sister. Abuse continued, she claimed, when she was placed in another
foster home. Jeannette Antoine was seven or eight years old at that time.
Several other victims and alleged victims discussed the sexual abuse committed

by clergy in the Roman Catholic Church during their adolescence. Some of these
children were altar boys at churches in Cornwall, others were students in Catholic
schools, and some were asked by members of the clergy to do work or chores for
them. Others were invited to special events by priests.
Other victims and alleged victims claimed they were abused in their pubes-

cent and post-pubescent years by government employees, some of whom had
professional responsibilities for these youths. Witnesses testified that proba-
tion officers fondled and performed sexual acts on them. Others asserted that a
federal employee at Canada Manpower sexually abused them from as young
as nine years old. Some witnesses claimed that a member of the legal profession
in the Cornwall community committed sexually abusive acts on them during
their childhood.
Other Cornwall residents testified that they were abused in the 1980s by an

employee of Transport Canada in a variety of locations, including the offender’s
home, a cottage, and in public facilities. Some of these children, who included
siblings and schoolmates, stated that at times, they were abused together with a
brother, sister, or classmate.
Other witnesses testified that they sustained years of abuse in their adoles-

cence in foster homes in Cornwall when they were placed in the care of the
CAS. The abusers and alleged abusers included foster parents, foster siblings,
and childcare workers.
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As previously discussed in Chapter 2, on expert evidence at the Inquiry, child
victims are often groomed by perpetrators of sexual abuse. Several of the victims
and alleged victims described the grooming process and the gifts, alcohol, and
money they received from these sexual predators.
Alain Seguin described how a photography teacher at high school, Robert

Sabourin, befriended him and his family. The teacher often invitedAlain, who was
thirteen or fourteen years old at that time, to lunch. He then offered to teach the
young boy photography. He lent Alain his camera, and he invited the grade 7
student on photography excursions. He also gave the boy keys to his office at
the school. This teacher visited Alain Seguin’s home and also offered photog-
raphy services to Alain’s parents for their family reunions. Alain’s parents gave
the high school teacher permission to take their son on a trip to Ottawa for
the inauguration of Bishop Adolphe Proulx as Archbishop. The high school
teacher told Mr. and Mrs. Seguin that he was a photographer for the Diocese
of Alexandria-Cornwall and a personal friend of the Bishop. As Alain Seguin
testified, the teacher “made himself seem very revered.”
This high school teacher introducedAlain to alcohol and continued to take him

to restaurants for meals. Alain Seguin said that the grooming process took place
for about six weeks before he was sexually molested. And when the sexual abuse
began, Alain did not understand what was happening. He stated at the hearings:

Things of a sexual nature were very, very new to me and I didn’t
understand. All I knew was this man was an adult. He was respected.
I had been taught that adults knew what is right and wrong.

Mr. Sabourin was ultimately charged, pleaded guilty, and was sentenced in 1999.2

André Lavoie was sexually abused by the same high school teacher, Robert
Sabourin. Mr. Sabourin pleaded guilty and was also sentenced in 1999. Beginning
in grade 9, André was taught French and then filmmaking by this man. In fact, he
taught André Lavoie in all of his five years of high school. As Mr. Lavoie testi-
fied at the hearings, this teacher quickly identified his interest in literature, music,
and film. Mr. Sabourin invited André to his basement apartment. The abuse took
place in the closet at school and in his apartment. This teacher gaveAndré driving
lessons, and the young boy had access to his teacher’s car. He also took his
student on trips. André Lavoie testified that the teacher:

... very rapidly identified my interest in literature, music and film. It was
perfect. So I was a perfect victim for him because he was sort of a role
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model. He took an interest in me.You know, say, “You’re interested in
music? Well I’ve got music at home that I can show you, a nice stereo
system, all kinds of records and stuff” and he would play me all on
those things. So he immediately satisfied whatever cravings a kid
might have.

...

... [A]s soon as he took an interest in me, I felt great. I mean, “Gee, here
is somebody who can line me up and make sure that I do my very best
academically and artistically.” That was my first reaction. “Well, this is
wonderful.” But that soon turned sour.

...

... [H]e had these saxophone type records. And in films, we had these
[sic] nice Nikon camera with interchangeable lenses that was an
absolute joy to behold. And I had access to all that stuff.

...

... [H]e would encourage my studying habits. He would show me ways
to make notes out of books so that I could remember parts of them
better. A real lesson in how to study and how to memorize information
so that you could do better at your exams. That’s the way it started.

And then following—a few weeks later he would say, “Well, now you
need to know how to relax.You have worked pretty hard, so why don’t
you lie down on the bed here and I will turn down the lights and things
and I will see you in a few minutes.” And it progressed to where he
would come over and give me massages.

Mr. Lavoie stated that he was abused by this teacher throughout his five years
of high school.
Children in the Burgess family and their school friend Jason Tyo also described

how they were groomed by a man who sexually assaulted them in different loca-
tions, sometimes in each other’s presence. They identified the perpetrator as Jean
Luc Leblanc.
Jody Burgess testified that at the age of twelve or thirteen, he was approached

at a Cornwall gas station by a man on a motorcycle. The man, Jean Luc Leblanc,
asked if Jody was interested in doing odd jobs and offered to pay the boy $20.00
to cut his grass. This was a substantial amount of money for Jody. Mr. Leblanc
introduced himself to Jody’s parents, who were aware their son was spending
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time with this man. He took Jody and his brother, Scott, for rides on his motor-
cycle, clearly a “thrill” for the young boys. Jody Burgess said that in the four-year
period in which he was abused, the perpetrator continued to give him money,
took him to restaurants, and bought him a scarf, hat, and other gifts. He also
took Jody on trips on a train and on a plane, first experiences for the young boy.
His friend Jason Tyo also described the money, meals at restaurants, and gifts such
as a bicycle and a videogame that were given to him by Mr. Leblanc.
It was the testimony of the Burgess children that after the perpetrator sexually

assaulted Jody Burgess, brother Scott and sister Cindy soon also became vic-
tims. Cindy Burgess-Lebrun echoed the evidence of many victims of historical
child sexual abuse that as a young girl, she did not appreciate that she was being
sexually abused. She was unaware of the impropriety and illegality of these acts.
Mr. Leblanc pleaded guilty to sexual acts perpetrated on Cindy Burgess, Jody
Burgess, and Jason Tyo.3

Robert Renshaw and his siblings were raised by their father until his death in
1981. Robert Renshaw testified that when he was fifteen, his older brother’s
probation officer, Ken Seguin, asked him if he would cut his grass and work on
his flower beds. This probation officer was a frequent visitor at the Renshaw
home, beginning in approximately 1976 or 1977. Robert Renshaw stated that
he was sexually abused by Mr. Seguin. A few years later, both Robert and his
younger brother Gerry got into trouble with the law and were supervised by this
same probation officer. They testified that they were invited to Mr. Seguin’s
home and offered alcohol and the use of his car. This probation officer, testified
Robert and Gerry Renshaw, repeatedly sexually abused them while they were
under his supervision.
Claude Marleau testified that he was about eleven or twelve years old when

he was asked if he would like to do chores in a store—sorting bottles, cleaning
floors, and distributing flyers—for a man who became his perpetrator of child
sexual abuse. This store owner offered young Claude rum and Coke, and he was
groomed by this man and his acquaintances, who included members of the clergy.
Claude Marleau, who was from a lower-middle-class family, received money

for these chores and the opportunity to drive a car when he was clearly too young
to have a driver’s licence. The abusers offered him emotional support and be-
came like an alternative family. The store owner introduced Claude Marleau to
a priest, Father Paul Lapierre, who became a parental figure. Mr. Marleau said that
this priest became the most important figure in his adolescence. The priest showed
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young Claude the affection he was missing at home and became Claude’s men-
tor. Claude Marleau had a lot of respect for him. As Mr. Marleau said, this priest:

... est devenu la figure la plus importante de mon adolescence ...

...

Donc, c’est comme lui qui a été—qui a remplacé l’affection que
j’avais—que je croyais avoir perdue chez nous et c’était devenu mon
mentor. C’était devenu mon mentor.

Et j’avais un très grand respect pour ce qu’il représentait dans ma
tête d’adolescent.

Soon a line was crossed, which Claude Marleau was not even aware of at the
time.
This priest introduced young Claude to other members of the clergy who,

Mr. Marleau said, also sexually abused him. He testified that each new perpetrator
he was subjected to knew about the prior abuse. Claude Marleau felt like a toy or
present that was passed around. The priest gave him money, bought him his first
ski boots, and took him to restaurants. Mr. Marleau said that the men who abused
him were the only stability he had during his adolescence. The abuse occurred
repeatedly for a number of years until he was sixteen or seventeen.
Father Lapierre was ultimately charged in Ontario and in Quebec. He was

found guilty in the Quebec case in 2004, but not guilty in the Ontario prosecution
in 2001.
Fernand Vivarais recounted a similar experience. He testified that from the

age of eleven or twelve, he was groomed by a priest at a church to which his
family belonged. His parents were religious. The priest played ball with young
Fernand and invited him to the Ice Capades in Montreal. Fernand Vivarais had
never been to the Ice Capades—it was very exciting. His parents willingly allowed
their son to go on the trip to Montreal with this respected religious figure in their
community. Fernand Vivarais thought of him as “a God or something.” Mr.
Vivarais said that it was on this trip that he was sexually abused, repeatedly, by
this priest: “[H]e got me in a bear hug and he actually held me like a dog ... over
and over again.”
As will be discussed in the following chapters, some of the perpetrators were

criminally charged, and a few were convicted of these acts of child sexual abuse.
But some of these alleged offenders died or committed suicide before their crimi-
nal trial or before they were even charged. In some circumstances, proceedings
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were stayed by the court4 because of the long lapse of time in the prosecutions.
Criminal trials of some of these alleged offenders did not proceed for a variety of
reasons, which will be discussed in detail in this Report. There was also testimony
that convicted offenders continued to sexually abuse children in the Cornwall
community after they were sentenced or while on probation.
The effects of the child sexual abuse on these victims and alleged victims

were both immediate and long term. There were serious repercussions throughout
their childhood, and the abuse continued to deeply affect them psychologically,
academically, economically, and socially. It affected their ability to trust, to sleep,
to love, to parent, and to economically sustain themselves and their families.
The desire to live was greatly diminished and sometimes non-existent. The spouse
of one of the witnesses described the child sexual abuse sustained by her husband
as “a life long sentence.”
Juliette Seguin, a single mother who raised her son, Larry, testified that his

behaviour regressed immediately after the six year old was abducted and sexually
abused. Upon his return home, he began to speak in “baby talk.” Larry explained
that after the abuse, he “felt different than other kids.” He began to socialize with
older children. By ten years old, Larry Seguin was using drugs. As he explained
at the hearings, he started “using drugs basically to erase—to get rid of the pain
I was feeling emotionally, which kind of led me into the wrong path of life.” As
a result of his drug addiction, he shoplifted and committed other property crimes.
As his mother, Juliette Seguin, lamented, her young son’s “innocence” was taken
from him as a result of the abuse. This was reiterated by many witnesses, including
C-11, who testified that he was sexually abused when he was twelve or thirteen by
a man who worked at Canada Manpower, who tutored him in violin. C-11, now
in his fifties, agreed that nothing “brings back” the innocence. The OPP took a state-
ment from the alleged perpetrator, who admitted he had engaged in sexual activity
with this boy. A few days later, this man, Richard Hickerson, committed suicide.
Jamie Marsolais was also raised by his mother in a single parent family. He

testified that his abuser was the same man who worked at Canada Manpower.
Jamie Marsolais, nine years old at the time, did not have a male influence in his
life. He did not understand that the abusive acts were inappropriate. As Mr.
Marsolais said in his evidence, “I didn’t realize at that time it was wrong what was
happening” and “I didn’t think that someone would harm me, especially some-
one that supposedly cares about you.”
At the age of fourteen, Jamie Marsolais started to drink, and by sixteen he

was consuming large quantities of alcohol. As he said at the hearings, “I began
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to drink very heavily,” and this continued for many years. It is only in the past few
years that he has been able to get his drinking “under control.”
Jamie Marsolais’ academic performance suffered as well. When he began to

comprehend the impropriety of the sexual acts that had been committed on him,
Jamie’s behaviour and school marks took a downhill turn. His academic average,
which had been in the nineties, dropped to the sixties in grade 7. As his anger set
in, Jamie began to act out and for the first time saw “the inside of the principal’s
office.” In the words of Mr. Marsolais, “I never kind of came back from that.” By
grade 10, he had dropped out of school. At the age of sixteen, he left home and
had a child not long after. As Mr. Marsolais reflected, “I was still a child myself
at sixteen.”
C-14, who testified that he was abused multiple times in foster homes, also

suffered academically. He had performed very well in school prior to the sexual
abuse. But it was not long after he was sexually violated that C-14 “stopped study-
ing,” “gave up on school,” and completely “abandon[ed]” any “educational pursuits.”
As I discuss in this section, the abuse suffered during their childhood years had

a significant impact on the economic circumstances of these individuals.
Claude Marleau was inquisitive, had a lot of energy, and his grades in primary

school were well above average. As mentioned, Mr. Marleau testified that begin-
ning at age eleven, he was abused for a number of years by a group of men who
knew each other, including members of the clergy. One of these men was Father
Lapierre. Claude Marleau’s grades plummeted. The abuse resulted in a tumultuous
adolescence, and he dropped out of high school in 1970. His behaviour and poor
academic performance caused problems and strain within his family. He was
perceived as lazy, and people thought he would not go anywhere in life. As Mr.
Marleau said at the hearings, “Tu as toujours le sentiment d’être en fuite part
rapport à ça,” which means that you always feel as if you are running away.
Claude Marleau carried tremendous guilt for many years as he was convinced that
he had voluntarily participated in these abusive acts. Despite these and many
other obstacles encountered as a result of the abuse, Claude Marleau ultimately
went to law school and was admitted to the Quebec Bar in 1983.
Alienation from parents and the fragmentation of families were other serious

impacts of the sexual abuse sustained by child victims. Marc Latour testified
that a grade 3 teacher at a Catholic school sexually abused him when he was
eight years old. Mr. Latour, in his late forties at the time he gave his evidence, said
that the most significant impact of the abuse was the loss of his relationship with
his mother. The adult who sexually abused him convinced him that his “mother
gave him permission to do those things.” In emotional testimony, Marc Latour said:

... [T]he effects were enormous all through my life. The biggest thing is,
he took my mom away ... I always believed to be true that she gave him
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the permission and I hated her, all my life. I even hated her when she
died ... He took away my dream, my future.

I’ve been through things I never would have been through if it wasn’t
for him. And, the only reason I’m here is in memory of my mom.

The abusive acts had serious consequences on Marc Latour’s behaviour. From
the age of eleven until eighteen, he was in trouble with the law and was sent to
a reform school in Alfred as well as a correctional facility. He drank excessive
amounts of alcohol, was convicted of impaired driving, and served time in a
correctional institution when he was sixteen or seventeen.As Mr. Latour explained,
“I started drinking just to help me get through what happened to me. I kind of used
drinking as a medicine ... I abused alcohol just to forget.”
Victims and alleged victims of child sexual abuse described their mistrust

of authority in their evidence at the Inquiry. Kevin Upper testified that he was
sexually abused by a priest in his church when he was an altar boy, as well as by
his grade 8 teacher, who was a deacon at the same church. He became deeply
“confused” about “authority” and about “what’s right and wrong,” and he did
not know “who to go to when something [was] wrong.” Kevin Upper had recurring
nightmares and “did a lot of drinking and drugs ... to help cope.”
Lack of trust in authority and failure in school were also experienced by

Fernand Vivarais. Mr. Vivarais said he completely lost interest in school after
he was abused at eleven or twelve years old by a priest at a church that his
family regularly attended. He said at the hearings, “You become a loner ... [Y]ou
don’t trust anybody.” He began to drink alcohol, and he became contentious
and belligerent.
C-10 similarly described his problems with authority, his anger and result-

ing difficulties in school, and his addiction to drugs as a consequence of sexual
abuse by a priest and other individuals in the Cornwall community. As C-10
said, “[O]nce I was abused, I just went downhill ... I had no focus ... I was angry
... too angry to do anything sometimes.”
Albert Roy, who testified that he was sexually abused by two Cornwall proba-

tion officers when he was a teenager, said: “I tried to stay drunk as much as I
could ... [t]o try and stop thinking about it ... I wouldn’t allow myself in a room
alone with a man, like anybody in authority.” He identified these two probation
officers as Nelson Barque and Ken Seguin. Mr. Barque pleaded guilty to indecent
assault on Albert Roy in 1995. He was sentenced to four months custody and
eighteen months probation in 1995.
Abandonment of religion was another impact of children sexually assaulted

by clergy. Benoit Brisson, like many children in Cornwall, was raised by parents
who were devout Roman Catholics and very involved in the Church. His father
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led the church choir at Christ-Roi Parish. The member of the clergy who abused
him, Father Gilles Deslauriers, was the chaplain at a Roman Catholic high school.
Benoit placed his trust in this priest. Benoit’s mistrust of authority, particularly
of persons affiliated with the Church, caused him to completely abandon his
religion. Father Deslauriers pleaded guilty in 1986. Similarly Claude Marleau, who
testified that he was repeatedly abused by clergy in the Catholic Church, is no
longer a practising Catholic, refuses to be labelled a Catholic, and is angry at
his parents for baptizing him. FernandVivarais also said in his evidence, “I don’t
believe in God, I don’t believe in the Church, I don’t believe in priests.”When his
nephew died recently, Mr. Vivarais could not bring himself to attend church for
the funeral of his brother’s child.
Kevin Upper similarly testified that he “eliminated the church out of [his]

life” as a result of the abuse he sustained in grade 8 by a teacher and a priest. He
became introverted and confused, no longer trusted people in authority, and did
not know to whom he could turn “when something [was] wrong.”
Confusion about their sexuality and the inability to be intimate were other

serious impacts repeatedly described by victims and alleged victims at the Inquiry.
A witness who was sexually abused between the ages of eleven and seventeen by
male adults described his confusion about his sexual identity:

D’abord on se lance dans une quête effrénée de vouloir se convaincre
qu’on est hétérosexuel parce que, vous savez, avant de réaliser que
homosexualité et pédophilie sont deux choses très différentes, ça
prend du temps. Donc tu vis avec cette peur-là jusque dans la jeune
trentaine ...

Claude Marleau states in this passage that he essentially went on a mission to
convince himself that he was heterosexual, that it took a long time to realize that
homosexuality and pedophilia are two very different things, and that he lived
with this fear until his early thirties.
A forty-year-old female witness explained that she does “not like to be touched.”

A male witness described his “contempt” for his “own body.” Other witnesses,
such as C-14, “look for reasons to avoid [their] bedroom” and suffer from serious
insomnia. Fernand Vivarais also discussed his years of sleep deprivation and
resort to alcohol as a result of the abuse he suffered as a child: “[Y]ou can’t
sleep because he’s behind you every time you wake up at night. It’s not him, it’s
your wife, but you think it’s him.”
Mr. Vivarais regularly arrived at home intoxicated, hoping that the excessive

amounts of alcohol he consumed would help him “get sleep.” “It has been rough
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on the wife and kids,” he said at the hearings. He also described a constant source
of anxiety; for the past forty years he has washed and scrubbed but cannot get the
sensation of semen off him:

I still go through that. Back then I used to wash and scrub, wash
and scrub, I couldn’t get it off. To this day, I still haven’t got it off ...
It’s even—now I’ll jump in the shower periodically and you know,
you don’t think about it. And you try and scrub it off and you can’t
[get] it off.

Witnesses attributed the child sexual abuse they suffered as the major cause
of the disintegration and breakdown of their marriages. Benoit Brisson, for
example, discussed how the sexual abuse committed on him as a child by a mem-
ber of the clergy was the catalyst for his separation from his wife. The same
priest who sexually abused him in his teens had blessed his engagement, married
him, and baptized his oldest child. Two years after he was married, Benoit Brisson
announced to his wife, Denyse Deslauriers, that he wanted to separate. After
much urging by his wife, who was “shocked” by Benoit’s announcement, he
disclosed for the first time that the priest who had officiated at their wedding
and child’s baptism had sexually assaulted Benoit in his youth. As mentioned, this
priest, Father Gilles Deslauriers, was later criminally charged and ultimately
pleaded guilty.
Jamie Marsolais similarly described how the “abuse has taken its toll on two

long term relationships” and that he has a problem with intimacy. He has had
multiple sexual partners and has participated in unsafe sex. Mr. Marsolais said the
child sexual abuse that he sustained:

... caused me to make quite a few unhealthy choices in life and
dangerous ones. I have slept with exotic dancers and escorts in the
past because of this, because there was no attachment and it was kind
of a quick fix for that addiction. It’s not something I’m proud of and
it’s not anything I’ve shared with anybody until recently, but I think
it’s something important to say here in a forum like this so that people
can understand ... So it’s something else that I’ve had to cope with
and deal with.

...

But there’s a problem with intimacy as well ... I mean, you’re taught
at a young age that intimacy is something that’s selfish and for one’s
pleasure. So that was—that took a toll on my first marriage.
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As far as my second relationship, I mean, I had learned that it was
something greedy and for the taking instead of something to share
with someone, and that all compounded into our family life.

André Bissonnette also said that as a result of the abuse he endured in a foster
home as a child, he “could never be intimate with anyone.” Similarly, Cindy
Burgess-Lebrun stated that the abuse she sustained is constantly in her mind and
had a serious impact on her relationship with her spouse. As she said at the hear-
ings, “All these years, I cried when my husband made love to me because [the
abuser] invaded my thoughts ... even at these precious times.” C-14 testified,
“[M]y inability to form long-term trust relationships has prevented me from ever
marrying ... My dreams of normalcy, owning a home, and raising a family, have
all vanished.” Another witness, C-11, said, “[N]othing brings back the loss of
innocence. Once that’s taken away from you, the chance of coming into healthy
human sexual experience is corrupted; your world is skewed.”
Not only did the sexual abuse have an impact on relationships with spouses and

partners, but it also affected the ability of victims to parent. Cindy Burgess-
Lebrun, abused in the 1980s with her siblings when she was about twelve years
old, discussed the impact this has had on her parenting. She is not able to allow
her adolescent child to develop the skills necessary to become an independent
person, as Cindy Burgess-Lebrun has deep-seated fears that her child will
be harmed or abused. She is “a very over-protective parent”: “I have a fifteen
year old who cannot go three blocks from my home ... and I wish I could let
him be a little more free.” Her brother Scott Burgess has difficulties relating to
his children. As he said in his testimony, “My son, he tries to get close, but I
push him away.”
Jamie Marsolais also described how the sexual abuse he sustained as a child

had adverse repercussions on his relationship with his son from his first marriage:

I wanted to toughen him up a bit ... I didn’t want him to be weak
like I was or I perceived myself as being. I’ve made a lot of mistakes
parenting ... It’s never too late to start over, but I can’t give them
back those years either. So everything trickles down.

Mr. Marsolais discussed how the abuse has an impact on subsequent generations.
Kevin Upper also described the effects on his children and grandchild of the

abuse he allegedly sustained. Mr. Upper overdisciplined his sons, was impatient,
and was always “yelling at them for almost anything.” He was also overprotec-
tive. Mr. Upper insisted on accompanying his children to camp and was their
coach. “I had to get involved in everything my kids did,” he said at the hearings.
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Kevin Upper lamented the toll the abuse has taken on his family—his children and
grandson. Jeannette Antoine also “watched” her “daughter like a hawk so nobody
would touch her.”
Marc Latour and André Bissonnette similarly described their poor parenting

skills, which they attributed to the sexual abuse they were subjected to as children.
Mr. Bissonnette simply “could not be a good father” to his children, and Mr.
Latour discussed how his own behaviour adversely affected his son’s educa-
tional prospects. Another alleged victim of abuse described his difficulty having
physical contact with his baby. “Changing my own child’s diapers kind of felt
awkward because of what had happened to me,” he said in his evidence. Alain
Seguin described his distance from his children: “[A]s a father, you know, there
were some protection aspects of me that was missing towards my children ...
because things happened to my children too and I didn’t react properly.” Mr.
Seguin said that he could not react when his children were in danger. Vicki Roy,
another witness, described how her husband Albert was “afraid to hug his own
sons” as a result of his childhood abuse.
Job instability and the resultant negative financial repercussions was a

further impact of abuse described by witnesses at the Inquiry. André Bissonnette
has moved from one job to another. Inability to deal with authority and difficul-
ties with alcoholism have been impediments to employment stability. Similarly,
Scott Burgess has not been able to stay at one job for a long period. He testi-
fied that as a result of being sexually abused by a male perpetrator, he has
difficulty interacting with men, including fellow employees at work. Albert
Roy also said that he has had difficulty “hold[ing] down jobs” and “being alone
with a male” as a consequence of the sexual abuse he sustained as a child. “It
was always all in the back of my mind” that males may be molesters, he told
the Inquiry. He is particularly afraid of males in positions of authority. Benoit
Brisson described his constant relocations, frequent job changes, and instability.
He has moved about twenty times since 1994, from Cornwall to Kingston,
Toronto, and Ottawa:

J’ai déménagé peut-être une vingtaine de fois depuis 1994. Je suis allé
de Cornwall à Kingston, à Toronto, à Kingston, là je suis à Ottawa.
Même chose avec mes jobs.

Donc, il n’y a rien de stable.

The serious psychological effects of childhood sexual abuse throughout their
adult years were described by these witnesses. Some victims and alleged victims
testified that the abuse they sustained as children has impeded their ability to
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work. Several have been diagnosed with post-traumatic stress disorder. Roberta
Archambault described not only her inability to work but also the difficulties
she encounters in performing mundane tasks such as grocery shopping and going
to the bank:

I can’t go into the bank and then do groceries because I have panic
attacks so bad that I can’t do both on the same day. It takes me a day to
recover from just going into a bank. It takes me a day to recover from
doing groceries. From the anxiety attacks, I can’t take the bus. I can’t
be around crowds of people.

Similarly, C-14, who suffers from depression, insomnia, anxiety attacks,
and migraines, has “trouble finding the energy to perform even the most menial
of tasks.” He and other witnesses discussed their suicide attempts. André Lavoie
described how he has “faced the muzzle of a twelve-gauge shotgun.” He said:

... [F]rom the age of 14 when the abuse started until this very day, I
don’t think there is one day that goes by—there might [be] one or
two—without myself truly, deeply thinking how to end the pain, and
the only solution that I can find is suicide. So I have been living with
death my whole life because every time that he abused me, I would die
basically, because I just couldn’t take it. So I would split my body from
my spirit. “Take the body, take whatever you want. Have fun. When
you’re done, I’ll try and recombine the two,” which is not easy to do
because you’re dragging around a piece of dirt and then you live with
that for the rest of your life. And the pain starts.

So you know, I have faced the muzzle of a 12 gauge shotgun and looked
at it and just pondered, this could end right now. The only thing that
stopped me is the one question, what if. What if something happens
that changes my future in a dramatic way in the next second, but I just
pulled the trigger, right. Also, I don’t like a mess.

So the final solution that I have come up with, which is really, truly
elegant is an excellent bottle of scotch and a blend of carbon monoxide,
and that is so satisfying knowing that solution is there for me and I can
take it anytime.

Several of the victims and alleged victims continue to take medication such as
antidepressants to help them cope with the effects of their child sexual abuse.
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As Jamie Marsolais said, “[J]ust because the scars aren’t evident, it doesn’t mean
the scars aren’t there. There’s still impacts.” Mr. Marsolais has been diagnosed
with post-traumatic stress disorder and depression and has been hospitalized for
panic attacks.
Guilt and a sense of responsibility for the sexual acts perpetrated on them as

children continue to haunt many of the victims, such as Claude Marleau. As
another witness explained:

... [A]s a victim, you always feel that somehow it was your fault ...
[I]t was like there was something about me that made these men
[the perpetrators] react this way ... [I]t’s something I still deal kind
of with ... [A]s an adult, you think why didn’t I do something? Why
didn’t I stop it?

André Lavoie expressed similar anxieties:

... [O]ne December evening, he demands, “Do you want me to put
your penis in my mouth?” And he repeats, “Do you want me to
put your penis in my mouth?” Until I finally replied “Yes.” I thought
it was all a mistake, that it would end right there. My approval that
first time still echoes in my mind, but I hear myself screaming with
rage to this day. I can still picture my body on that small bed, naked
and confused. At the age of 15, I lost my innocence. I lost any right
to a normal life, lost the privilege of defining my own persona. I
became an accomplice to a deranged individual. Until recently,
I felt like a whore who had compromised his ambitions to satisfy
the hunger of a vulture ...

That one word [yes] set off a chain of events that would forever
change my life or damage my life. On that snowy December evening,
I lost my youth, my right to explore my own sexual life, gave up any
chance to a normal future.

Mr. Lavoie was sexually abused by his teacher repeatedly throughout high
school. As mentioned, the perpetrator, Robert Sabourin, pleaded guilty in the
criminal prosecution.
Jamie Marsolais testified that his sexual abuse began in a Cornwall theatre

when he was a young boy. As the perpetrator sexually fondled him, he asked
Jamie if it felt good. Jamie responded, “I don’t know.” For the next two decades,
Mr. Marsolais punished himself for uttering these words:
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So the reason why I’m sharing this story is because those three words
I had to beat myself up over for over 20 years because that’s where
it had started and I thought I had let it happen. Had I handled it
differently, you know, things could have changed ... [T]hat was
something that haunted me that certain episode and that I saw at
night while I slept and so on for so many years.

I just thought it was important to share that and how some incidents
really scar people and that, you know, I had to accept that, you know.
It didn’t matter what I said at that time and I was only nine years old.

One of his alleged perpetrators, Richard Hickerson, committed suicide before
Mr. Marsolais reported that he had been sexually abused. The other sexual
offender, James Lewis, pleaded guilty.
Clearly, the impact of sexual abuse on these child victims has been serious. The

repercussions have been both immediate and long term.5 The scars from the
abuse are psychological, social, academic, and financial. Suicide attempts, drug
and alcohol addictions, depression, insomnia, recurring nightmares, mistrust of
authority, and failure in school are some of the impacts of the abuse described by
witnesses and their families at the Inquiry. Victims, their siblings, parents, and
spouses also painfully described the inability to parent, the inability to maintain
steady employment, the loss of faith in God and abandonment of religion, the
confusion about sexuality, and the inability to have intimate relationships.
The following chapters describe the interactions of the Cornwall victims and

alleged victims of child sexual abuse with institutions such as the police, school,
Children’s Aid Societies, the Church, and government ministries such as the
Ministry of Community Safety and Correctional Services and the Ministry of
the Attorney General. The response of the institutions to the allegations of child
abuse in Cornwall, a central mandate of this Inquiry, is discussed in detail in the
following chapters of this Report.
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chapter, including John Macdonald, David Silmser, Cathy Sutherland, and C-8, the following

chapters of the Report describe their allegations and some of the effects of the historical sexual

abuse they allegedly suffered when they were young people.


