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As I look over the work accomplished by this Commission, I cannot but be
impressed and humbled by the many individuals who dedicated their time,
energy, and expertise to the completion of this important mandate.

Beginning with the Judiciary, I am indebted to the advice and encourage-
ment that Associate Chief Justice Dennis O’Connor and former Chief Justice
Sidney Linden provided over the course of the Inquiry.

Each and every person who worked with me contributed greatly in their own
way, and more importantly, did so as part of a solid team effort that made this
sometimes arduous task manageable.

Let me begin with Commission counsel. The extensive public interest work
and administrative law experience of lead Commission counsel, Peter Engelmann,
together with the solid criminal law experience of Pierre Dumais, permitted
Commission counsel to conduct a full and fair investigation and presentation of
the evidence to the Commission. Mr. Engelmann and Mr. Dumais were assisted
throughout the Inquiry by a team of young, and not so young, lawyers, whose
enthusiasm for this work proved contagious. They included, at different times,
Simon Ruel, Christine Morris, Raija Pulkkinen, Maya Hamou, Janie Larocque,
Mary Simms, Ian Stauffer, Suzanne Sinnamon, Deirdre Harrington, Karen Jones,
and Kelly Doctor.

During the course of the Inquiry, we were presented with mountains of
documents spanning some forty years and received testimony amounting to
hundreds of volumes. All of this testimony had to be summarized and analyzed.
This work was directed by Senior Legal Analyst Ronda Bessner, who came to the
Inquiry with vast experience and knowledge, having performed pivotal roles in
the work of many previous inquiries. Ms. Bessner assisted me in the preparation
of the Phase 1 Report. Ms Bessner’s experience and wise counsel proved invalu-
able to me over the course of the Inquiry. She was assisted throughout the Inquiry
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by Junior Analysts Deirdre Harrington, Emma Holland, Heather Cross, Rebecca
Cutler, and MarythYachnin, all of whom have bright futures ahead of them.

Upon my appointment as Commissioner, the first matter at hand was to begin
setting up the administrative side of the Commission. I am very indebted to
Monique Seguin who, notwithstanding having worked with me in the North East
Region for five years, “volunteered” to take a few months away from home and
family to get the Inquiry up and running. Those “few months” turned into almost
two years of service to the Commission. As Chief Administrative Officer, Ms
Seguin worked tirelessly, and, after conferring with Mr. David Henderson, the guru
of CAOs for different public inquiries, got the Commission equipped and func-
tioning. Ms Seguin also implemented a mentoring program, permitting the more
junior staff to rise to their full potential.

Upon her departure in March of 2007, Lise Kosloski and Anna DeVuono
took on Ms Seguin’s responsibilities. Ms Kosloski had been with the Commission
since the early days as Executive Assistant/Coordinator of Finance &Adminis-
tration. Ms DeVuono accepted on very short notice and in difficult times to relocate
to Cornwall from Sault Ste. Marie, where she had been serving as the Trial
Co-ordinator, Ontario Court of Justice. Ms Kosloski took on the position of
Manager Finance and Administration and Ms DeVuono assumed the position
of Manager Finance and Operations. The transition was seamless. Together, Ms
Kosloski and Ms DeVuono continued to steer the day-to-day functioning of the
Commission with enthusiasm and integrity and showed great leadership through-
out. Their administrative staff of Joan Bell, Edith Genois, and Lori Loseth worked
tirelessly and efficiently under often seemingly impossible deadlines.

With all commissions of inquiry, a competent and effective investigative team
is required to complete the background work and to seek out and prepare witnesses
to give evidence. John Spice, RCMPAssistant Commissioner, Ethics and Integrity
Advisor (retired), and Jack Briscoe, Staff Sergeant (retired), also of the RCMP,
provided the leadership to the investigative team. Both were invaluable in provid-
ing wise advice on the preparation of often very fragile witnesses, and insight on
the workings of police forces. At various times during the Inquiry, their team
consisted of, Sergeant Phil Crouch, Superintendent Alex Geddes (retired), and
Sergeant Luc Vidal (retired), all of the RCMP.

The work of researchers is often overlooked in the scheme of a public inquiry.
Sherri McArthur headed up the Document Management Research team. Ms
McArthur saw to the proper electronic disclosure of material to the parties on
an ongoing basis, prepared paper copies for the hearings room, and provided
timely research briefs for the legal team. Assisting Ms McArthur were Lori
Beaudette and Janet George, who, it seemed, with the time they devoted to this
project were becoming permanent fixtures in the office.
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I thought it important to have the transcripts of the evidence heard at the
hearings posted to our website on a daily basis. The court reporting team from
International Court Reporting, consisting of Barry Prouse, Sean Prouse, Marc
Demers, Mathieu Philippe, Aline Prouse, and DaleWaterman, provided reliable,
accurate, and timely copies of transcripts throughout the hearings.

Simultaneous interpretation was expertly provided by Raymond Saint Laurent,
Corinne Ardon, Albert Beaudry, and Louise Mercier.

Inside the hearings room, Avolution, under the able direction of Guy Bennett
and his assistants James Rail andWill Rose, provided the audiovisual support. John
Doyle and the support team from INSINC provided the live streaming services
to allow the hearings to be carried to the website, and therefore, to the public. Our
webmaster, Djordje Sredojevic, with the assistance of Ljiljana Vuletic, both from
Autcon, saw to our “Web needs” and kept the public’s access to the hearings
open at all times.

Once in the hearings room, my task was made that much more manageable
with the assistance of competent and professional Registrars Louise Mongeon,
Julie Gauthier, and Brigitte Beaulne. Aside from dealing with thousands of
exhibits, the Registrars saw to the presentation of exhibits on the public screens
while the examinations were taking place.

Joan Weinman ably addressed the Commission’s media relations and other
communication needs throughout the Inquiry.

The editors, Camilla Blakeley, Stephanie Fysh, Sarah Wight, and Barbara
Tessman, who worked under difficult deadlines, must be acknowledged. Their
tireless efforts greatly facilitated the finalization of this report.

As well, I wish to recognize Peggy and Ken Parker, Lorraine and Ron Eamon,
and Paul Scott, who attended the hearings from the beginning to end. In those few
moments when my spirit was waning, I drew courage in seeing these citizens
of Cornwall present, along with other private citizens, listening and interested in
the workings of the Commission.

Finally, let me speak to the families and friends of all of us, who, in working
on this Commission, spent so long away from our loved ones completing this
public service. To all of you, I cannot begin to thank you on behalf of the people
of Cornwall, the citizens of this great province, and myself for tolerating our
long absences away from our homes, our children, and spouses, the missed
family gatherings, sport or school activities, curtailed holidays, and the stresses
we invariably brought home, all of which you understood.

While some may say those demands come with the territory, I cannot but
admire the manner in which all involved in this collaborative effort worked
together and endured to help me complete this mandate.

Simply put, “Je grandis a vous connaître.”
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