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POLICY DIRECTOR APPOINTED TO CORNWALL PUBLIC INQUIRY  
 
(Cornwall, ON) Colleen Parrish, a senior policy and research expert, has been appointed Director of 
Policy for the Cornwall Public Inquiry. The announcement was made today by Justice G. Normand 
Glaude, the Inquiry’s Commissioner. 
 
The role of the Director of Policy will focus on Part II of the Inquiry’s mandate, considering processes, 
services and programs that will promote healing and help the community to move forward. Within the 
scope of her role, Ms Parrish will manage independent and internal research that may be commissioned 
by the Inquiry. Additionally, the Director of Policy will facilitate the coordination of an advisory panel 
that will assist the Commissioner in his work. Ms Parrish’s policy function will also include the 
development of symposia or community meetings relating to Part II of the Inquiry as well as overseeing 
the provision of the Inquiry’s counselling support. 
 
Ms Parrish brings to her role 30 years of experience in the areas of policy, research and management of 
complex issues. Beginning in 1976, she has worked for the Ontario government on major policy change 
initiatives including family law reform, group home policies, reforms to laws related to financial 
institutions, compensation funds related to failed financial institutions, pension reform, rent regulation 
and social housing. Most of her work has resulted in positive changes to public policy. She supervised 
significant research mandates for financial institutions and housing policies, drawing together experts 
from many fields and professional disciplines and consulting with the public.  
 
Ms Parrish also has substantial experience in operations and management, as a founding Trustee of the 
OPSEU Pension Trust and, later, serving as its first President. The OPTrust is one of the country’s 
largest pension plans with more than $10-billion in assets and over 74,000 members and pensioners. 
She retired from the OPTrust in September 2005. 
 
“We are very pleased to have someone with Ms Parrish’s wide range of experience and expertise in the 
areas of policy and research as an integral member of our team,” said Commissioner Glaude. “The 
Director of Policy will play a significant role in Phase II of our mandate and, because of her 
background, I am confident that Ms Parrish will be of great assistance in our ability to fulfill this very 
important part of our mandate.” 
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