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CONTEXT SETTING TESTIMONY BEGINS FEBRUARY 13TH  FOR CORNWALL PUBLIC INQUIRY 
 
(Cornwall, ON) Hearings for Phase I of the Cornwall Public Inquiry are scheduled to begin on 
February 13, 2006 with the first two weeks set aside for context setting testimony provided by a 
number of renowned experts. 
 
“The presentation of contextual evidence will enable us to hear from experts whose research and 
experience will frame some of the issues at stake in the Inquiry,” said Peter Engelmann, Lead 
Commission Counsel. “It will help create a broader understanding of the factual evidence that 
will be heard beginning in March from a historical, legal and social perspective.” 
 
During the first week, contextual evidence will be presented by: 
 

• David Wolfe, an expert in child sexual abuse and, in particular, the impact of child sexual 
abuse on victims; 

• Nicolas Bala, an expert on the evolution of legislation, law, and legal processes involving 
children and, in particular, child sexual abuse; 

• Nico Trocmé, an expert in the reporting of child abuse and, in particular, child sexual 
abuse; and 

• John Liston, an expert in the child welfare response to allegations of child sexual abuse. 
 
The second week will continue with context setting testimony provided by additional experts 
including: 

• Peter Jaffe, an expert in child sexual abuse and, in particular, the institutional and 
community response to it; and 

• An expert in the investigation, training and response of police officers dealing with 
allegations of child sexual abuse. 

 
Biographical information for each of the expert witnesses will be available on the Inquiry website 
at www.cornwallinquiry.ca . 
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Marie Josée Lapointe, (613) 244-5777 
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