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Cornwall Public Inquiry Phase 2 moderated policy roundtable: 
       

December 4 Inquiry policy discussion to address  
issue of confidentiality in civil settlements 

 
(Cornwall, ON)  Moving forward on its agenda to create ways to foster healing and 
reconciliation in the Cornwall community, the Cornwall Public Inquiry, has scheduled a 
moderated policy roundtable on the issue of confidentiality clauses in civil settlements.  
 
“The issue of confidentiality clauses in civil settlements, where the settlement relates to current or 
historical sexual abuse of children or young people is an issue that has been raised as being of 
public policy interest,” said Colleen Parrish, Director of Policy for the Cornwall Public Inquiry. 
 
This roundtable, to be held on December 4, is one of a series of Phase 2 workshops and policy 
discussions that has been open to the public in the Cornwall area for the past several years. The 
last workshop will be held Jan. 20, 2009 and will cover the issue of the duty to report child abuse. 
 
The roundtable on civil settlements will provide an opportunity for the public to hear 
presentations by several qualified panelists including Professor Erik S. Knutsen, Steven C. Gaon 
and Simona Jellinek. Professor Knutsen of Queen’s University Law School is a graduate of 
Harvard Law School, whose practice and scholarly interests focuses, among other things, on civil 
litigation and the law of insurance. Mr. Gaon is an experienced Ottawa-based lawyer and 
Chartered Mediator through the ADR Institute of Canada, whose work often involves the 
facilitation of civil settlements including those involving matters of childhood abuse. Toronto- 
based Simona Jellinek’s practice focuses on representing survivors of sexual abuse. She is a 
member of the Board of the Ontario Trial Lawyers Association and a member of the community 
liaison committee of the Toronto Police Board. 
 
Colleen Parrish, Director of Policy, will moderate the session. Following a presentation by 
panelists, there will be an opportunity for questions from counsel of the parties and 
questions/brief comments from the public. All are welcome on a first come, first seated basis. 
Simultaneous translation will be available. 

Workshop Details 
 
   Date:  December 4, 2008 
   Time:  7 to 9 p.m. 
   Location: The Weave Shed Hearings Room 
     709 Cotton Mill Street, Cornwall 
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For more information: 
(613) 294-5679 
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