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October 18, 2006 
 
 

RULING 
 

RE:  APPLICATIONS FOR COUNSEL FUNDING 
 
 
I am in receipt of applications for counsel funding from two upcoming witnesses at the 
Cornwall Public Inquiry.  By way of letters dated October 11, 2006 from counsel for John 
Macdonald and October 13, 2006 from counsel for David Silmser, these witnesses have 
requested that I recommend funding to pay for their counsel fees. 
 
In the case of both John Macdonald and David Silmser, their applications set out the following: 
 

1. The importance of their evidence to the Inquiry’s mandate; 

2. The fact that they are not affiliated with any of the parties before the Inquiry 
and the reasons why; 

3. Why they believe they require funding; and 

4. Information about their financial circumstances and why they are unable to pay 
for their own legal representation. 

 
As witnesses before the Inquiry, both Mr. Macdonald and Mr. Silmser are “…entitled to be 
represented by their own counsel while they testify”  (Rule 22).  I am satisfied that these two 
witnesses are important witnesses to hear from and that there are good and sufficient reasons 
for them to be represented by counsel of their choice.  I am also satisfied that, without funding 
assistance, they would not be able to retain and instruct counsel to assist them in the 
preparation of their evidence and during their attendance to give evidence before the Inquiry. 
 
In conclusion, for all of the reasons set out herein, I am recommending that the Attorney 
General pay legal fees and related expenses for one senior counsel for each of these applicant 
witnesses. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
G. Normand Glaude  
Commissioner 
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