
CORNWALL PUBLIC INQUIRY 
PHASE 2 NEIGHBOURHOOD MEETING 

SEPTEMBER 8, 2007 
THE WEAVE SHED 

 
WELCOME 

 
Bernadette Clement went over the ground rules for the public participation segment of 
the meeting and welcomed all attending. 
 

1. Show respect for each other. 

2. While we recognize the importance of the past, this meeting is future-oriented. 

3. This meeting is open to the public – anyone can be here, including the media.   

4. In order to provide multiple opportunities for people to speak, we would ask 
that comments be kept brief, with a 2 minute time limit for each speaker. 

 
Bernadette indicated that people would speak in French or English – as they felt 
comfortable. 
 
 
WHAT THE MEETING IS ABOUT 
 
Gail Kaneb, of the Cornwall Public Inquiry Advisory Panel, set out the two reasons for 
holding this series of neighbourhood meetings: 
 

1. To update community members on what has been happening with Phase 2, 
and 

2. To hear ideas from the community. 

 
Gail reminded attendees that Phase 1 of the Cornwall Public Inquiry is about the past, and 
learning from the past.  Phase 2, the healing and reconciliation component, is about 
planning for the future. 
 
She outlined the 3 fronts for healing and reconciliation: 
 

1. Personal front (counselling) 

2. Institutional front (rebuilding of trust between community members and the 
institutions) 

3. Community front (giving the community the opportunity to work together, 
as these issues have divided the community) 
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Gail explained that there are three decisions that need to be made by the Cornwall 
community: 
 

1. What do we want our future to look like? 

2. Are we willing to work for it? 

3. Are we big enough to set aside the past and work for the future?  Are we 
willing to work together for Phase 2, regardless of whether we agree with 
Phase 1? 

 
PRÉVACTION 
 
Paul-André Durocher spoke about PrévAction.  He clarified that PrévAction is at arms-
length from the Cornwall Public Inquiry.  It was formed because a group of individuals 
who attended Phase 2 meetings wanted to see some action occurring on good ideas for 
the community.  As a result, a few weeks ago a small group came together to support 
future-oriented initiatives, made up of volunteers and leaders from the Cornwall 
community.  The group is called PrévAction (a combination of Prevention and Action).  
The members of this group have made a five-year commitment to work for the future of 
Cornwall. 
 
The current members of PrévAction are: 
 

 Dan Parkinson 

 Paul-André Durocher 

 Richard Allaire 

 Jamie Marsolais 

 Mehroon Kassam 

 Bernadette Clement 

 Chris Francis 

 Gail Kaneb 

 Pat Finucan 

 
Their vision is that within five years, Cornwall will be a proud community in which all 
people and institutions work together to create a safe, healthy, vibrant environment. 
 
PrévAction’s mission statement is to promote an attitude of respect and care for all 
individuals, and of pride in our community, to ensure that individuals are informed, 
aware, and committed to prevention of sexual abuse and to ensure that institutions are 
transparent, safe, and committed to working together to prevent abuse. 
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Each committee member will focus on one of the four themes of Phase 2.  Dan Parkinson 
and Paul-André Durocher will be spearheading the Youth Centre and prevention work. 
 
Richard Allaire and Pat Finucan will spearhead the education component. 
 
Jamie Marsolais and Mehroon Kassam will lead the Caring component, focusing on the 
Safe House for Men and the First Response Centre. 
 
Mehroon Kassam, Chris Francis, Gail Kaneb, and Bernadette Clement will work together 
on the Community Renewal/Culture Change component of Phase 2. 
 
Gail advised the group that Cornwall is on the threshold.  “The way we think of ourselves 
is how others will view us.  Tonight is an opportunity for us to outline ideas for action.  It 
is an opportunity to determine our future.” 
 
Bernadette invited the group to ask any questions of clarification. 
 
 
A.   POINTS OF CLARIFICATION 
 
1. Two participants wanted to emphasize the importance of developing respect for 

all people including both victims and people whose reputations have been harmed 
by false and/or unsubstantiated allegations. 

2. Another participant wants to emphasize that people need to change their reactions 
to those who deny abuse.  Those who deny must not be allowed to take away our 
vision or our dreams. 

Bernadette invited everyone to turn to their neighbour and discuss their ideas for the 
future for two minutes, to create a “buzz session”, and then the floor would be opened for 
people to discuss their ideas. 
 
 
B. IDEAS FROM THE COMMUNITY 
 

These were the ideas that came from the community: 

1. We need to ensure that children younger than grade 7 are being educated about 
abuse.  It is likely that teachers have kits, but it is not clear that they are being 
used in the classroom.  Would like to see children being given a card with a phone 
number that they can call to speak to someone about abuse.  Colleen noted that 
Richard Allaire of Respect-ED does hand out a card with a provincial hotline.  
There was a suggestion to have it in the shape of a teddy bear or something else 
attractive to children.  There was also a discussion of having a puppet show or 
play for younger children.  It must be made easier for younger children to 
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disclose.  There is concern that children are being told to tell someone they trust, 
but that the abuser is likely someone they trust. 

 
2. School boards should be going into the schools and explaining sexual abuse to 

children and telling them that their bodies are their own.  There should be equal 
funding for this like there is for anti-bullying.  There was discussion of expanding 
the current VIP program in the schools. 

3. Many participants felt that youth need a safe place to gather.  There are many 
vacant buildings downtown that could be used.  It was noted that there is currently 
a committee working on this idea and that long-term funding for staff needs to be 
secured. 

4. Laurie McRae-Bingley suggested the burden for education of children about 
sexual abuse should be moved from the teachers, who already have demanding 
curriculum requirements to meet.  It was suggested having a designated person in 
schools to educate and act as a resource for students to disclose.  These programs 
need resources. 

5. Keith Ouellette indicated education about sexual abuse should take place at events 
that have the attention of the public, such as Canada Day celebrations.  There was 
discussion of having booths set up at community events to raise awareness.  There 
was also discussion of having a dedicated event to raise awareness, like Live Aid 
and Farm Aid in order to have Cornwall act as a model for other communities and 
to gain respect for Cornwall.  There was also discussion about increasing 
fundraising efforts to go towards educating the public. 

6. Pat Finucan noted that one way to encourage entrepreneurship and economic 
development is to develop a community based corporation that could operate a 
small store which could employ young people who would learn about business, 
respect etc. 

7. It was emphasized that more ideas for educating young children are needed.  
Young children need to be better educated. 

8. A participant indicated:  “We must try to remove the stigma that parents 
experience when their child discloses sexual abuse.  Most parents feel that they 
are being judged or that they are bad parents if their child has been abused, when 
this is not the case.  Parents need to be educated that the abuse is not their fault.” 

9. Another participant added:  “People need to be sensitized to abuse, especially 
children, as it often becomes “normalized” to them.” 

10. A participant suggested Cornwall have a summer festival for families and 
children that emphasizes and encourages caring for children to raise awareness. 
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11. Marc Carriere expressed the view that the problems with the institutions need to 
be properly dealt with before we deal with economic development.  There is a 
feeling that the focus is unduly on economic renewal and not on the 
victims/survivors of abuse.  Cornwall needs to finish with Phase 1 of the Inquiry 
before moving on to Phase 2. 

12. Jeff Vanderaa thought we have to make the topic of sexual abuse less taboo 
within families.  Unlike the Dutch, North American families are less open to 
talking about these kinds of subjects.  “We need to reach out to parents to teach 
them how to be open with their children.  This will eliminate dark secretive 
corners where sexual abuse hides.” 

13. Several participants felt it is important to emphasize the positive things happening 
with the Inquiry in the media.  To this end, it was noted that it is the duty of the 
citizens to create the positive views for the media to report upon.   Several 
participants noted that news coverage was good – it was opinion pieces they felt 
were negative. 

14. Another participant felt that institutions and their staff need to be educated about 
the effects of abuse. 
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