
CORNWALL PUBLIC INQUIRY 
PHASE 2 COMMUNITY MEETING 

SEPTEMBER 6, 2007 
ROYAL CANADIAN LEGION 

 
WELCOME 
 
Ben Hoffman went over the ground rules for the public participation segment of the 
meeting and welcomed all attending. 
 

1. Show respect for each other. 

2. While we recognize the importance of the past, this meeting is future-oriented. 

3. This meeting is open to the public – anyone can be here, including the media.   

4. In order to provide multiple opportunities for people to speak, we would ask 
that comments be kept brief, with a 2 minute time limit for each speaker. 

 
Ben indicated that people would speak in French or English – as they felt comfortable. 
 
 
 
WHAT THE MEETING IS ABOUT 
 
Gail Kaneb, of the Cornwall Public Inquiry Advisory Panel, set out the two reasons for 
holding this series of neighbourhood meetings: 
 

1. To update community members on what has been happening with Phase 2, 
and 

2. To hear ideas from the community. 

 
Gail reminded attendees that Phase 1 of the Cornwall Public Inquiry is about the past, and 
learning from the past.  Phase 2, the healing and reconciliation component, is about 
planning for the future. 
 
She outlined the 3 fronts for healing and reconciliation: 
 

1. Personal front (counselling) 

2. Institutional front (rebuilding of trust between community members and the 
institutions) 

3. Community front (giving the community the opportunity to work together, 
as these issues have divided the community) 
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Gail explained that there are three decisions that need to be made by the Cornwall 
community: 
 

1. What do we want our future to look like? 

2. Are we willing to work for it? 

3. Are we big enough to set aside the past and work for the future?  Are we 
willing to work together for Phase 2, regardless of whether we agree with 
Phase 1? 

 

PRÉVACTION 
 
Some individuals attending Phase 2 meetings thought that it would be good to form a 
small group to pursue some of the Phase 2 initiatives, made up of volunteers and leaders 
from the Cornwall community, responding to the sense that the community needs to 
move to action. This has been done, and the group is called PrévAction (a combination 
of Prevention and Action).  The members of this group have made a five-year 
commitment to work for the future of Cornwall. 
 
The current members of PrévAction are: 
 

 Dan Parkinson 

 Paul-André Durocher 

 Richard Allaire 

 Jamie Marsolais 

 Mehroon Kassam 

 Bernadette Clement 

 Chris Francis 

 Gail Kaneb 

 Pat Finucan 

 
Their vision is that within five years, Cornwall will be a proud community in which all 
people and institutions work together to create a safe, healthy, vibrant environment. 
 
PrévAction’s mission statement is to promote an attitude of respect and care for all 
individuals, and of pride in our community, to ensure that individuals are informed, 
aware, and committed to prevention of sexual abuse and to ensure that institutions are 
transparent, safe, and committed to working together to prevent abuse. 
 
Each committee member will focus on one of the four themes of Phase 2.  Dan Parkinson 
and Paul-André Durocher will be spearheading the Youth Centre and prevention work. 
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Richard Allaire and Pat Finucan will spearhead the education component. 
 
Jamie Marsolais and Mehroon Kassam will lead the Caring component, focusing on the 
Safe House for Men and the First Response Centre. 
 
Mehroon Kassam, Chris Francis, Gail Kaneb, and Bernadette Clement will work together 
on the Community Renewal/Culture Change component of Phase 2. 
 
Gail advised the group that Cornwall is on the threshold.  “The way we think of ourselves 
is how others will view us.  Tonight is an opportunity for us to outline ideas for action.  It 
is an opportunity to determine our future.” 
 

Ben invited the group to ask any questions of clarification for Gail after her presentation. 
 
 
POINTS OF CLARIFICATION 
 
1. Is this meeting about the future of the community as a whole or confined to the 

issue of sexual abuse? 
 

Answer – The meeting is about the future of Cornwall as a whole, not just those 
who experienced sexual abuse, although this is very important. 

 
2. Are any ideas about the future of Cornwall acceptable to be presented tonight? 
 

Answer – Yes.  We are looking at the community as a whole. 
 
Ben invited everyone to turn to their neighbour and discuss their ideas for the future for 
two minutes, to create a “buzz session”, and then the floor would be opened for people to 
discuss their ideas. 
 
 
IDEAS PRESENTED BY THE PUBLIC 
 
1. In B.C. where a priest was convicted of sexual abuse, a healing circle was 

conducted after he was released from prison.  The use of healing circles might be 
a good idea for Cornwall. 

2. The Inquiry should publish a list of questions to the public in the paper and ask 
people to call/write in with answers.  Two or three questions would be ideal to get 
more involvement in the Inquiry process. 

3. Paul Scott noted that Cornwall needs more socio-economic renewal, like in 
Riviere-de-Loup (which has a population of 20,000; much lower than Cornwall).  
This is what worked for them that could work for Cornwall: 
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 a) Proactive leadership 
 b) Community spirit 
 c) Teamwork 
 d) Economic plan 
 e) Location and transportation 
 f) Energy (windmills) 
 g) Good place to live 
 h) Encouragement of entrepreneurship 
 i) Senior government assistance 
 j) Diversity – don’t rely on just one or two big industries 
 
4. Several participants said that the positive things about the Inquiry should be 

publicized in the paper.  Most of the material about the Inquiry that is published is 
negative.  We need to report the positive. 

5. One participant noted that one economic initiative is to make better use of the 
airport in Summerstown. 

6. A participant stressed that people must be educated about the suffering of those 
who have experienced abuse, as well as their friends and family.  Institutional 
changes also need to be made. 

7. More studies must be done about the family and how the family operates, as much 
of the abuse took place in the family setting.  There needs to be growth on 
awareness.  There needs to be a renewal of the family unit. 

8. All kinds of abuse must be monitored, especially abuse by caregivers (e.g. Elder 
abuse). 

9. Keith Ouellette noted the people of the community need to be brought closer 
together.  Cornwall needs to have employment opportunities for those who have 
been abused and are often considered unemployable (i.e. they could be employed 
at the community centre).  “We need to produce our own energy and food, use 
local products.”  People who have been abused can work in these areas to create a 
more sustainable Cornwall (based on the idea that gardening is therapeutic).  
These projects need community support and government funding and assurances 
that survivors will be instrumental in bringing them about. 

10. A group within the schools needs to be formed to bring youth and parents together 
so that children will feel safe in disclosing abuse.  There needs to be a service 
where children can speak. 

11. Jeff Vanderaa expressed the view that Cornwall needs to stop thinking like a 
small town in order to grow and prosper.  The people in Cornwall are wonderful 
and friendly and there need to be events that draw upon this strength: 

 a) An annual garage sale like in the Glebe in Ottawa 
 b) Increase tourism opportunities utilizing the waterfront 
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 c) Increase the number of major annual events: 
   Annual bike race to raise awareness about sexual abuse 
   Marathon 
   Open air concert with a large name band 
   Micro-bike races (would be the first in Canada) 
 
12. One participant indicated she though we should use the example of Cobourg as a 

model for Cornwall.  This was a small town that completely changed its image 
and beautified itself.  Cornwall needs to draw commuters from Ottawa and 
Montreal, as the cost of living here is much lower but is still within commuting 
distance.  Cornwall should make better use of its waterfront asset – make it more 
accessible, perhaps have a historic figure (statue). 

13. A father expressed the view that we should educate parents on how to talk to 
children and teens about sexual abuse so that children feel more comfortable 
disclosing, and so parents have the tools to help their children. 

14. Marc Carriere indicated that institutional renewal and betterment is also key.  We 
need to ensure that institutions are taking disclosures of abuse seriously and that 
they are accurately information disclosed by those who have been abused.  There 
needs to be more awareness within institutions about accuracy so that victims are 
not further harmed.  Other participants noted that staff training should be 
considered. 

15. A participant indicated any idea that is positive for any kind of growth for 
Cornwall is good; however we have to keep the survivors in mind and ensure that 
people are taken care of. 

16. A participant noted that we need to ensure good screening procedures for staff 
and volunteers involved with institutions. 

 


	Welcome
	What the Meeting is About
	PrévAction
	Ideas Presented by the Public

