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PUBLIC HEARING 1 SIRRS
AUDIENCE PUBLIQUE

-—- Upon commencing at 9:38 a.m./
L”audience débute a 9h38

THE REGISTRAR: Order; all rise. A I’ordre;
veuillez vous lever.

This hearing of the Cornwall Public Inquiry
IS now in session. The Honourable Mr. Justice Normand
Glaude, Commissioner, presiding.

Please be seated. Veuillez vous asseoir.

THE COMMISSIONER: Thank you. Good morning,
all.

Mr. Engelmann.

MR. ENGELMANN: Good morning, Mr.
Commissioner.

THE COMMISSIONER: Good morning.

MR. ENGELMANN: Mr. Sirrs, if you could take
the witness stand again, that would be great. Thank you.
PETER SIRRS, Resumed/Sous le méme serment:

THE COMMISSIONER: Good morning, Mr. Sirrs.

MR. SIRRS: Good morning, Sir.

THE COMMISSIONER: How are you doing today?

MR. SIRRS: Very good, sir.

THE COMMISSIONER: Great. You understand
you’re still bound by your promise to tell the truth?

MR. SIRRS: Yes, I do.

THE COMMISSIONER: Thank you.
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PUBLIC HEARING 2 SIRRS
AUDIENCE PUBLIQUE

Mr. Engelmann.

MR. ENGELMANN: Thank you.

THE COMMISSIONER: I should state before we
start that if the Inquiry is running as well as it is iIn
this audience room, I think the clerks have been doing a
really great job and I really do appreciate it, and 1 think
it should be underlined that they do assist me iIn many
ways .

Thank you.

MR. ENGELMANN: And 1 would echo that, sir.
I know sometimes it’s difficult with the great number of
documents and trying to follow things, but the assistance
on the computer has been very, very helpful.

THE COMMISSIONER: Thank you.

MR. ENGELMANN: Sir, before we start, 1 just
wanted to mention that 1 met briefly with our next witness
this morning, and my indication was that he would be
testifying in English. If 1 had thought he would be
testifying in French, 1 would have had one of my colleagues
lead that evidence.

It was clear to me in my discussion with him
that he’s more comfortable in French.

THE COMMISSIONER: Fine.

MR. ENGELMANN: So 1°ve told him we have

simultaneous interpretation here.

INTERNATIONAL REPORTING INC.
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THE COMMISSIONER: M~hm.

MR. ENGELMANN: I told him I would pose my
questions in English. 1 told him he had a choice as to how
he answered them.

THE COMMISSIONER: Fine.

MR. ENGELMANN: And I hope we have
sufficient headsets 1If —-—-

THE COMMISSIONER: We should be equipped.
We’re equipped to —--

MR. ENGELMANN: 1 just want to make sure
that he fully understands questions and that he feels
comfortable ---

THE COMMISSIONER: Sure.

MR. ENGELMANN: --- to express himself or
“exprime” in the language of his choice.

THE COMMISSIONER: All right.

MR. ENGELMANN: And so we’ll see what he
chooses to do, but I just wanted to make sure that headsets
were available 1T necessary.

THE COMMISSIONER: Thank you. We’re all
set, yes.

--— EXAMINATION IN-CHIEF BY/INTERROGATOIRE EN-CHEF PAR MR.
ENGELMANN (Continued/Suite):
MR. ENGELMANN: Mr. Sirrs, when we left

yesterday, | was asking you about your preliminary

INTERNATIONAL REPORTING INC.



10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25

PUBLIC HEARING 4 SIRRS
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investigation. Do you recall?

MR. SIRRS: Yes.

MR. ENGELMANN: And you should have either
just before you in a binder or on the screen a copy of
Exhibit 125.

MR. SIRRS: What section iIs that?

MR. ENGELMANN: Sorry, that is your
confidential report to Mr. Toffelmire. So that’s the
second part of the exhibit, sir.

MR. SIRRS: 1I’m sorry, I don’t think I have
that here, face up at least.

MR. ENGELMANN: Perhaps, Madam Clerk, you
could assist the witness.

THE COMMISSIONER: We have a number of
binders. There we go.

MR. SIRRS: The number again, please?

MR. ENGELMANN: 1I1t’s Exhibit 125.

THE COMMISSIONER: Hold on.

MR. SIRRS: 1°ve got 1025 here. Okay.
Thank you. 1 have it now.

MR. ENGELMANN: All right. And are you in
the second part of the exhibit that is your report?

MR. SIRRS: 1’11 get there.

MR. ENGELMANN: No problem.

MR. SIRRS: Yes.

INTERNATIONAL REPORTING INC.
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MR. ENGELMANN: All right. So just before
we go back into the report, 1 wanted to ask you a couple of
questions about direction you may have had about this.

MR. SIRRS: Yes.

MR. ENGELMANN: Because 1 recall you saying
that when that first call came in to you on the 8™, that
you contacted your boss?

MR. SIRRS: Yes.

MR. ENGELMANN: And 1 don’t remember, sir,
if you said that you then contacted Mr. Teggart as well or
whether Mr. Toffelmire did?

MR. SIRRS: 1 contacted Mr. Toffelmire -- or
Mr. Teggart on Mr. Toffelmire’s direction.

MR. ENGELMANN: All right. And did either
of these gentlemen give you terms of reference or
parameters for your investigation?

MR. SIRRS: Yes.

MR. ENGELMANN: And what do you remember, if
you can, about those terms of reference?

MR. SIRRS: Well, they were very general,
but 1 was told -- It was suggested that I conduct a
preliminary investigation and find out whatever information
I could from those persons that 1 deemed to be involved.

MR. ENGELMANN: All right. So they didn’t

make suggestions as to who you should talk to. They really

INTERNATIONAL REPORTING INC.
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AUDIENCE PUBLIQUE

left that to you?

MR.
MR.
MR.
MR.

6 SIRRS
In-Ch(Engelmann)

SIRRS: Well, he suggested the police.
ENGELMANN: Yes.
SIRRS: In addition to the victim.

ENGELMANN: All right. And you were --

the person that actually called you wasn’t a victim, i1f |

can use the term, but a complainant ---

MR.
MR.

SIRRS: That’s correct.

ENGELMANN: --- talking about what your

probation officer was doing with a probationer or

probationers?

MR.

MR.

SIRRS: That’s correct.

ENGELMANN: All right. And did they

give you a deadline for this?

MR.
MR.

it was urgent?

MR.

MR.

SIRRS: No.

ENGELMANN: Did they suggest to you that

SIRRS: Yes.

ENGELMANN: All right. And you had

never done anything like this before?

MR.
MR.

advice, either Mr.

SIRRS: That’s correct.
ENGELMANN: Did they give you any other

Toffelmire or Teggart, at that point,

that you can recall?

MR.

SIRRS: No.
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MR. ENGELMANN: Now, you told us yesterday -
- and 1°m going to try not to repeat -- but you told us
yesterday about either a phone call or an iIn-person with
Wayne Isbester?

MR. SIRRS: Yes, Isbester.

MR. ENGELMANN: From the RCMP?

MR. SIRRS: That’s correct.

MR. ENGELMANN: And 1 can’t remember, sir,
whether you actually met with him or whether it was a phone
call?

MR. SIRRS: 1 met with him.

MR. ENGELMANN: All right. And we talked
about i1t yesterday, and I don”t want to repeat that, but
did you ask him -- after he told you about the rumours
about Barque and what he knew, did you ask him if you
should have any concerns about any of your other staff?

MR. SIRRS: Yes.

MR. ENGELMANN: And do you actually recall
asking that?

MR. SIRRS: Yes.

MR. ENGELMANN: All right. And why would
you have done that?

MR. SIRRS: It seemed like a logical
question to ask.

MR. ENGELMANN: AlIl right. And you hadn’t

INTERNATIONAL REPORTING INC.
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been told about this one particular officer?

MR. SIRRS: No.

MR. ENGELMANN: So you were concerned about
not having knowledge about others?

MR. SIRRS: 1 wanted to know If there was
anything going on in my office that 1 should know about.

MR. ENGELMANN: All right. And what did he
tell you?

MR. SIRRS: There was nothing.

MR. ENGELMANN: All right. And, sir, you
talked yesterday about speaking with a couple of officers
from the Cornwall Police Service?

MR. SIRRS: Yes.

MR. ENGELMANN: And what they had told you -

MR. SIRRS: Yes.

MR. ENGELMANN: --- about Mr. Barque and his
interactions?

MR. SIRRS: That’s correct.

MR. ENGELMANN: Did you ask them as well --

MR. SIRRS: Yes.
MR. ENGELMANN: --- about whether you should
be concerned about other employees?

MR. SIRRS: Yes.

INTERNATIONAL REPORTING INC.



10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25

PUBLIC HEARING 9 SIRRS
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MR. ENGELMANN: And what did they tell you?

MR. SIRRS: They didn’t give me -- their
response was in the negative.

MR. ENGELMANN: All right. So that was with
respect to all of their -- all of your employees?

MR. SIRRS: That’s what | would understand,
yes.

MR. ENGELMANN: All right. So no one said
anything to you about Ken Seguin, for example?

MR. SIRRS: No, sir.

MR. ENGELMANN: All right. Sir, 1 believe
when we left off yesterday we were looking at the third
page of your report, and it’s Bates page 1001832.

MR. SIRRS: Yes.

MR. ENGELMANN: 1°m near the bottom of that
page, the last two paragraphs.

MR. SIRRS: Okay.

MR. ENGELMANN: Your choice, sir, 1t’s going
to be blown up a bit on the screen or you can use the text.

There’s a reference to:

“An informal complaint had also been
made to police by Mr. Gerald Levert...”

MR. SIRRS: Yes.

MR. ENGELMANN: I don’t know if I°m

pronouncing his name right.

INTERNATIONAL REPORTING INC.
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“...building superintendent at the
Justice building.”

MR. SIRRS: Yes.

MR. ENGELMANN: And that was where you had
been located when you originally arrived?

MR. SIRRS: That’s correct.

MR. ENGELMANN: And 1 believe you told us
yesterday that you were made aware of this informal
complaint by officers from the Cornwall Police Service?

MR. SIRRS: Yes.

MR. ENGELMANN: This wasn’t from the RCMP?

MR. SIRRS: No.

MR. ENGELMANN: All right. And as a
consequence of getting this information from the Cornwall
Police Service, did you, sir, either telephone or meet with
Mr. Levert?

MR. SIRRS: I can’t recall meeting with Mr.
Levert, but 1 did meet with a number of his staff.

MR. ENGELMANN: All right. Do you recall if
you phoned him to ask if you could meet with his staff, or
do you remember?

MR. SIRRS: I don’t recall whether it was by
phone or iIn person, but 1 met with his staff In person.

MR. ENGELMANN: All right. And you had

permission to do that?
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MR. SIRRS: That’s correct.

MR. ENGELMANN: All right. And the staff
that you met with, would their names be set out on the next
page of your report, sir, Bates page 1001833 or the fourth
page?

MR. SIRRS: Yes.

MR. ENGELMANN: You see at the top you
mention a fellow by the name of John Viau?

MR. SIRRS: Yes.

MR. ENGELMANN: He would have been part of
the janitorial staff?

MR. SIRRS: That’s correct.

MR. ENGELMANN: All right. And you mention
there’s a fellow by the name of Lionel Benoit?

MR. SIRRS: Yes.

MR. ENGELMANN: That would have been another
member of the janitorial staff?

MR. SIRRS: That was my understanding.

MR. ENGELMANN: And then there was one other
individual referenced, Gerald Desnoyers?

MR. SIRRS: Yes.

MR. ENGELMANN: Again, a member of the
janitorial staff?

MR. SIRRS: Yes.

MR. ENGELMANN: So would you have met with

INTERNATIONAL REPORTING INC.
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these individuals in person or would you have called them?

MR. SIRRS: [In person.

MR. ENGELMANN: All right. And so you set
out In your report a summary of what they would have told
you?

MR. SIRRS: Yes.

MR. ENGELMANN: All right. And there was a

fourth person who didn’t want to be named who also spoke to

you?

MR. SIRRS: That’s correct.

MR. ENGELMANN: All right. And 1t said, “He
observed the above incident”. Would that be the iIncident

in the paragraph just preceding?
MR. SIRRS: Under Mr. Desnoyers?
MR. ENGELMANN: Yes.
MR. SIRRS: Yes, yes.
MR. ENGELMANN: So that’s about seeing Mr.

Barque In a state of undress, shirtless and barefoot, et

cetera ---

MR. SIRRS: Yes.

MR. ENGELMANN: --- and hastening into the
probation office. Is that the general probation office, or

his own office, or do you remember?
MR. SIRRS: Into the general office.

MR. ENGELMANN: AIll right.

INTERNATIONAL REPORTING INC.
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MR. SIRRS: Which 1 presume he proceeded
then to his own office.

MR. ENGELMANN: All right. Now, the
observations made by the janitorial staff, would they have
all been of Mr. Barque in the office after normal business
hours; i1s that your understanding?

MR. SIRRS: That was my understanding.

MR. ENGELMANN: All right. And these
conversations, this was all related to this informal
complaint that had been made to the Cornwall Police
Service?

MR. SIRRS: That was my understanding.

MR. ENGELMANN: And you reference at the
bottom of the first paragraph on that page that Mr. Viau
believes he can i1dentify this young male probationer?

MR. SIRRS: Yes.

MR. ENGELMANN: Do you know 1f that was
done?

MR. SIRRS: No.

MR. ENGELMANN: All right. You didn’t do
that in your preliminary investigation?

MR. SIRRS: I didn’t do that myself, no.

MR. ENGELMANN: All right. So if that was
done that would have been done by someone investigating

after you?
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MR. SIRRS: I would presume so.

MR. ENGELMANN: You then, on the bottom of
that page and onto the next page, talk about other
individuals you would have met with. |Is that correct?

MR. SIRRS: Yes.

MR. ENGELMANN: And you describe on the
fifth page, Bates page 1001834, meeting with -- not meeting
with -- you describe another probationer who is known as C-
44, 1 believe?

Do you have the moniker listings, sir?

MR. SIRRS: Yes, | have here -- oh, here it

MR. ENGELMANN: 1 don”t have mine but 1
believe that’s the ---

MR. SIRRS: Yeah, that’s another -- yes.

MR. ENGELMANN: So this was another
probationer that Mr. Barque was responsible for?

MR. SIRRS: That’s correct.

MR. ENGELMANN: And there was some
indication to you of his inappropriate behaviour with that
probationer as well?

MR. SIRRS: Yes.

MR. ENGELMANN: Thank you. And did you iIn
fact have a meeting with that probationer? And I°m just

looking at the bottom paragraph on that page, sir,
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starting, “During the iInterview”?

MR. SIRRS: Yes.

MR. ENGELMANN: All right. So just so that
we’re clear, that paragraph describes what you would have
been told In an in-person meeting with that probationer?

MR. SIRRS: Yes.

MR. ENGELMANN: Okay. And, sir, the note at
the bottom of the page, all of these alleged incidents are
in direct contravention of conditions on probation orders
issued against both C-44 and Sheets?

MR. SIRRS: Yes.

MR. ENGELMANN: That is your opinion?

MR. SIRRS: That’s correct.

MR. ENGELMANN: What I meant was it’s not
something someone told you but that was ---

MR. SIRRS: No, that ---

MR. ENGELMANN: --- your input?

MR. SIRRS: 1 concluded that from the
information available.

MR. ENGELMANN: Thank you. And then you
have a reference in the next paragraph about sexual
activity between Mr. Barque and C-447?

MR. SIRRS: Yes.

MR. ENGELMANN: Sir, the third paragraph

that starts, “Following the incident of April 6", do you
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see that?

MR. SIRRS: Oh, yes. Okay, yes.

MR. ENGELMANN: “Which had been reported
the police.”

MR. SIRRS: Yes.

MR. ENGELMANN: Can you help me there; w
is meant by “The incident of April 6™? Because there
a number of things described in the report and I’m just
trying to pinpoint which one that is.

MR. SIRRS: Well, part of the phone call
from Mr. St-Louis referred to a violent iIncident at his
apartment involving this probationer. |1 believe i1t was
Sheets. 1°d have to read more thoroughly, but i1t was
Sheets, and there was a confrontation and he called the
police as a result of that. There was some damage done
his apartment iIs my understanding.

MR. ENGELMANN: All right. And that had
just happened?

MR. SIRRS: That’s correct.

MR. ENGELMANN: And is that, at least in
part, described on the first page of your report, sir,

MR. SIRRS: Yeah, I believe ---

MR. ENGELMANN: --- @n the final full
paragraph? If you could just take a look.

MR. SIRRS: Would that be on page 1?

INTERNATIONAL REPORTING INC.
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MR. ENGELMANN: Yeah, the bottom two
paragraphs.

MR. SIRRS: Yes.

MR. ENGELMANN: So it’s Bates page 1001830
pertaining to this iIncident, right at the bottom, the last
two paragraphs.

So the incident of April 6%, that’s what
you’re describing there?

MR. SIRRS: Yes.

MR. ENGELMANN: And when you say at the
bottom paragraph:

“The police did not take any action

against Sheets at this time but

referred St-Louis to Nelson Barque.”
-- we’re talking about the April 6 incident?

MR. SIRRS: That’s correct.

MR. ENGELMANN: All right. Now, the
information iIn that paragraph, the third paragraph on page
6, who i1s 1t that tells you this?

MR. SIRRS: I believe that would have been
advised to me by the police.

MR. ENGELMANN: All right. And do you
remember whether that would have been Sergeant Allaire or
one of the other two sergeants you’ve mentioned previously?

MR. SIRRS: I don’t recall meeting with

INTERNATIONAL REPORTING INC.
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Sergeant Allaire, so it must have been the other two.

MR. ENGELMANN: Laroche and Masson?

MR. SIRRS: Yes.

MR. ENGELMANN: All right. So they would
have reported to you about Barque meeting with one of their
col leagues?

MR. SIRRS: Yes.

MR. ENGELMANN: And also with the Justice of
the Peace, Mr. Jodoin?

MR. SIRRS: Yes.

THE COMMISSIONER: Well, Justice of the
Peace and Administrator of the Provincial Court.

MR. ENGELMANN: Yes.

THE COMMISSIONER: He had two hats at that

I’m looking at the last sentence, Mr.
Engelmann. It says:
“It was Sergeant Allaire’s recall that
Mr. Jodoin undertook to caution Mr.
Barque.”
So there must have been some conversation
with Sergeant Allaire?
MR. SIRRS: There may have been.
THE COMMISSIONER: Okay.

MR. SIRRS: 1 don’t recall specifically.

INTERNATIONAL REPORTING INC.
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MR. ENGELMANN: All right. So you may have
spoken to him directly or this would have been passed on
from one of his colleagues?

MR. SIRRS: Yes.

MR. ENGELMANN: But you’re quite certain,
sir, that this information about Jodoin and Maurice Allaire
would have been passed on to you from a Cornwall police
officer?

MR. SIRRS: Right.

MR. ENGELMANN: 1I°m just -- 1 wanted to ask
you a question just about where the Commissioner was going.
It says:

“It was Sergeant Allaire’s recall that
Mr. Jodoin undertook to caution Mr.
Barque on his supervision of this case,
Sheets, and that he should take some
specific action in responses to Sheets’
unacceptable behaviour.”

MR. SIRRS: Yes.

MR. ENGELMANN: So I’m wondering, did Mr.
Jodoin ever contact you to talk to you about this?

MR. SIRRS: Not that 1 recall.

MR. ENGELMANN: And do you recall, after
receiving this information from the Cornwall Police

Service, whether you attempted to contact him?
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MR. SIRRS: No, I did not.

MR. ENGELMANN: All right. What did you
think of that, sir, at the time? You’re being told that a
justice of the peace, court administrator, is cautioning
one of your employees?

MR. SIRRS: 1 don’t recall my thoughts at
that particular point, other than that it tended to support
the allegations in which 1 was making a preliminary
inquiry.

MR. ENGELMANN: AIll right.

Did you know if Mr. Barque was acquainted
with Mr. Jodoin?

MR. SIRRS: Oh, yes, he would be.

MR. ENGELMANN: And why would that be, sir?

MR. SIRRS: Well he was the justice of peace
and, of course, the probation officers would often go to
the justice of the peace to get various legal documents
signed.

MR. ENGELMANN: So Mr. Barque would be --
would have known Mr. Jodoin?

MR. SIRRS: Yes.

MR. ENGELMANN: And that would be true of
Mr. Seguin as well?

MR. SIRRS: Yes.

MR. ENGELMANN: And did you develop a
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relationship with Mr. Jodoin as well?

MR. SIRRS: Relationship is perhaps too
strong a word, but we certainly were familiar with each
other.

MR. ENGELMANN: Okay, well you had told us
earlier that you had wanted to get to know ---

MR. SIRRS: That’s correct.

MR. ENGELMANN: --- both court officials and
police officials better?

MR. SIRRS: Yes.

MR. ENGELMANN: And certainly your officers
had regular dealings with ---

MR. SIRRS: That’s correct.

MR. ENGELMANN: AIll right.

MR. SIRRS: Do you know if they had a
relationship outside of a professional one, sir?

MR. SIRRS: No.

MR. ENGELMANN: You don’t know or they
didn’t?

MR. SIRRS: Well, 1 don’t know whether they
did or not.

MR. ENGELMANN: AIl right. All right.

And the description at the bottom of that
page, page 6, those are your thoughts and your writings?

MR. SIRRS: That’s correct.
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MR. ENGELMANN: And, sir, it was during the
time of your preliminary investigation that you discovered,
for example, the lock on Mr. Barque’s door?

MR. SIRRS: Yes.

MR. ENGELMANN: Did you discover anything
else unusual about his office that you can remember?

MR. SIRRS: Not that 1 can recall.

MR. ENGELMANN: All right. So at the bottom
of that page you’re saying:

“Without gquestion these allegations are
extremely serious and 1°ve made every
attempt to respond In a discreet manner
without coming to any conclusions.”

See that?

MR. SIRRS: Yes.

MR. ENGELMANN: And then you also say:

“If this were a case where 1t was
suggested that Mr. Barque had only
overlooked a probationer violating
conditions of probation, then it could
be possible to proceed iIn a supervisory
capacity or, at the most, in a
preliminary stage of discipline.
However, such is not at all possible if

the allegations are at all
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substantiated.”

Do you see that?

MR. SIRRS: Yes.

MR. ENGELMANN: Sir, at that point-in-time,
what i1s the most serious thing? You say “extremely
serious”. What is the most serious thing to you that
you’ve just uncovered?

MR. SIRRS: Is his sexual involvement with
the clients.

MR. ENGELMANN: And why would that have been
a very serious thing for you, sir?

MR. SIRRS: Oh dear. It just was.

MR. ENGELMANN: Okay. Was that because of
the position of authority, that a probation officer would
be --—-

MR. SIRRS: Position of authority, position
of trust. That’s correct.

It was clearly contrary to Ministry and
government policy. 1 mean, there’s -- 1t’s not -- well, it
was just the most serious of the iIssues.

MR. ENGELMANN: All right. And there were
other issues that were serious as well?

MR. SIRRS: That’s correct.

MR. ENGELMANN: Now, in the report you talk

about, in a couple of cases, engaging in homosexual
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activity?

MR. SIRRS: Yes.

MR. ENGELMANN: All right. And whether the
activity is homosexual or heterosexual, you’d agree with me
that 1t was inappropriate?

MR. SIRRS: That’s correct.

MR. ENGELMANN: And you don’t use the term
“sexual abuse” or “sexual abuse of young persons” in your
report, do you?

MR. SIRRS: 1 don’t believe so, no.

MR. ENGELMANN: Right. And did you give any
thought to whether the relationship was consensual or was
that an issue for you?

MR. SIRRS: No, that was not an issue for
me.

MR. ENGELMANN: And why wasn’t it an issue
for you?

MR. SIRRS: Because the participants were
considered adult and 1t was just inappropriate to be so
involved with clients.

MR. ENGELMANN: Well, were you concerned,
sir, that a sexual relationship between one of your
officers and a probationer perhaps couldn’t be consensual?

MR. SIRRS: Yes, that’s possible.

MR. ENGELMANN: All right. And again that’s
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because of that position of trust ---

MR. SIRRS: That’s correct.

MR. ENGELMANN: --- position of authority?

MR. SIRRS: That’s correct.

MR. ENGELMANN: You’d agree that there would
be an unbalanced power dynamic in any kind of relationship?

MR. SIRRS: Clearly.

MR. ENGELMANN: And, sir, just in a similar
vein, you say -- and 1°m just looking at the middle of the
top paragraph on the last page. And | just want to ask you
what you mean. It says:

“When 1t 1nvolves clients, probationers
or parolees, a distinction cannot be
made between the personal and the
professional.”

I just wanted to ask you what you meant by
that. If you need to look at the whole paragraph to get
the context, please do.

(SHORT PAUSE/PAUSE COURTE)

MR. SIRRS: I believe that 1 was trying to
indicate that even though it was, in other situations, a
personal kind of relationship, because of his professional
status, you can’t make that -- you know, you have to make
the distinction. It can’t be personal because of his

professional relationship with the other individuals
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involved.

MR. ENGELMANN: Again, that ties back to the
position of trust and authority?

MR. SIRRS: Exactly. Exactly.

MR. ENGELMANN: All right. Just flipping
back, sir, to the first page 1f I can for a moment, third
paragraph. And that’s Bates page 1001830.

MR. SIRRS: Okay.

MR. ENGELMANN: You say in the third
paragraph:

“To my knowledge, Mrs. Léger is the
only staff member who has direct
knowledge of these allegations arising
out of this complaint.”

Do you see that?

MR. SIRRS: Yes.

MR. ENGELMANN: And then you say:

“While no other staff have been advised
or consulted, nonetheless, | sense they
are aware that something is amiss.”

What made you write that? Why did you have
that feeling at that time?

MR. SIRRS: Well, 1 was certainly upset
with this, and then on the occasion of the 8™ of April I

began to conduct my investigation. So I was in and out of
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my office and probably very clearly focussed and perhaps
not quite so openly friendly or engaging; so I was very
focussed and this particular time. 1 would think that they
would have sensed something was going on.

MR. ENGELMANN: All right. So it’s just
because of how you were acting, sir?

MR. SIRRS: 1 believe so.

MR. ENGELMANN: All right. You didn’t think
that some of them knew about Mr. Barque’s relationship with
these two probationers?

MR. SIRRS: I don’t believe that occurred to
me at the time.

MR. ENGELMANN: All right. Did i1t occur to
you later?

MR. SIRRS: | thought that that was
possible.

MR. ENGELMANN: And would it be fair to say
that he was closer to some of his colleagues than he was to
you?

MR. SIRRS: Yes.

MR. ENGELMANN: He’d worked with them for a
number of years?

MR. SIRRS: That’s correct.

MR. ENGELMANN: Sir, in your final paragraph

on the final page, you say in the Tirst sentence:
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“lIt 1s my judgment there is sufficient

information upon which to refer this

matter to the inspections branch of our

Ministry for a thorough investigation.”
MR. SIRRS: Yes.

MR. ENGELMANN: Did you in fact do that,

sir?

MR. SIRRS: Yes.

MR. ENGELMANN: All right. 1[I want to ask
you about ---

MR. SIRRS: Well, no, pardon me, 1 -- this

report went to Mr. Toffelmire who, in turn, referred the
report to Mr. Taylor.

MR. ENGELMANN: Yes.

MR. SIRRS: And it went up the chain, and
because 1 don’t believe the management at the lower levels
have the authorities to direct the inspections and ---

MR. ENGELMANN: Fair enough. It wasn’t your
call.

MR. SIRRS: But it wasn’t my call, no.

MR. ENGELMANN: Would you have recommended
it though, sir?

MR. SIRRS: Oh, certainly.

MR. ENGELMANN: Yes.

MR. SIRRS: As 1 did in the report.
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ENGELMANN: Right. And 1 want to ask

you a little bit about your last sentence.

You

MR.
MR.

MR.
MR.
recommendation?
MR .
MR.
day, 1t’s not your
MR.
MR.

say:
“Should Mr. Barque acknowledge that the
allegations are indeed founded, then 1
would further recommend that he be
afforded an opportunity to resign..”
SIRRS: Yes.
ENGELMANN: “.and that should he
resign, no further action be initiated
by the Ministry.”
SIRRS: Yes.

ENGELMANN: That was your

SIRRS: Yes.

ENGELMANN: I guess at the end of the
decision?

SIRRS: It’s not my decision.

ENGELMANN: That would have been a

decision for someone higher up the line?

MR.
MR.

SIRRS: Clearly.
ENGELMANN: All right.

Would that have been Mr. Toffelmire’s

decision?

MR.

SIRRS: No.
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MR. ENGELMANN: Even higher?

MR. SIRRS: Yes.

MR. ENGELMANN: AIll right.

And would that involve consultation with
Human Resources, or do you know?

MR. SIRRS: I have no idea what course of
action or how i1t would be proceeded with.

MR. ENGELMANN: AIll right.

Well, based on your preliminary
investigation, if in fact things were confirmed in a
further investigation, would you agree with me, sir, that
there would have been ample grounds to terminate Mr.
Barque’s employment?

MR. SIRRS: Yes.

MR. ENGELMANN: AIll right.

So why is that you suggested that he be
allowed to resign and no further action be initiated?

MR. SIRRS: Well, termination or firing
raises some serious issues, both legal and under grievance
with the employee association.

MR. ENGELMANN: Yes?

MR. SIRRS: Well, that can be very prolonged
and 1t just is a very difficult process and we’re not clear
whether the witnesses would be prepared to become involved

in legal proceedings or even in hearings involving the
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grievance process and whether we would be able to
substantiate the case.

MR. ENGELMANN: But, sir, you’re saying that
should Mr. Barque acknowledge ---

MR. SIRRS: Yes.

MR. ENGELMANN: --- that the allegations are
indeed founded ---

MR. SIRRS: Yes.

MR. ENGELMANN: --- then 1 would further
recommend he be ---

MR. SIRRS: Yes.

MR. ENGELMANN: --- afforded the opportunity
to resign.

MR. SIRRS: Yes.

MR. ENGELMANN: So if he’s already
acknowledged that they’re founded, and you had this
investigation, what’s the problem? Why wouldn’t you
recommend that he simply be fired or terminated?

MR. SIRRS: 1It’s still subject to the
grievance procedure. And there’s no reason to avoid him
going to litigation. Even if he acknowledges -- 1 mean, he
still has available to him the legal process. If he’s
fired, he can still claim that he was fired without
justifiable reason.

MR. ENGELMANN: Yes. But you had your

INTERNATIONAL REPORTING INC.



10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25

PUBLIC HEARING 32 SIRRS
AUDIENCE PUBLIQUE In-Ch(Engelmann)

investigation. You’d have a further iInvestigation, and
you’re saying iIf he acknowledges that the allegations are
founded.

MR. SIRRS: That’s correct.

MR. ENGELMANN: And despite all that, you’re
saying it’s just easier to let him resign, essentially?

MR. SIRRS: Well, we have -- yeah, we have a
process to continue in the community, and so I just felt it
was best all the way around. Plus I believe that this was
-- had been the practice for the Ministry iIn situations on
this kind of thing.

MR. ENGELMANN: All right.

You just said something about process in the
community or ---

MR. SIRRS: Concern for the prestige and the
position of Probation in the community.

MR. ENGELMANN: What, that it might not look
good 1n the community?

MR. SIRRS: Certainly.

MR. ENGELMANN: But, sir, you acknowledge
early In your report that -- just give me a moment.

(SHORT PAUSE/COURTE PAUSE)

MR. ENGELMANN: 1I’m trying to find the

reference, but | thought yesterday that you had indicated,

either i1n this report or elsewhere, that it was important
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that these things be done iIn an open and transparent way.

MR. SIRRS: Yes.

MR. ENGELMANN: And 1 think you agreed with
me yesterday. | just can’t remember what the reference
was .

You’d agree with me that going through a
formal discipline process would be much more open and
transparent than allowing someone to resign, correct?

MR. SIRRS: Well, it’s certainly more open
and ---

MR. ENGELMANN: Yes.

MR. SIRRS: Yes. But this would appear to
have been the most expeditious route to follow, iIn
everybody’s interest.

MR. ENGELMANN: AIll right.

And that’s iIn fact what your superiors
decided to do?

MR. SIRRS: 1 must conclude that they did
because they didn”t choose to pursue any other action.

MR. ENGELMANN: Right. And in fact, Mr.
Barque resigned.

MR. SIRRS: That’s correct.

MR. ENGELMANN: Now, your report ---

MR. SIRRS: Well, I would comment, 1 think,

he resigned before we had an opportunity to do any -- take
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any other course of action.

MR. ENGELMANN: AIll right.

But as a result of his resignation, nothing
further was pursued with him, to your knowledge, by the
Ministry?

MR. SIRRS: 1’ve subsequently learned -- |
didn’t know at the time, but the matter was referred to the
Crown Attorney in Cornwall.

MR. ENGELMANN: Fair enough.

MR. SIRRS: And by letter, his decision was
not to pursue any action.

MR. ENGELMANN: Fair enough.

THE COMMISSIONER: But that’s criminal
action as opposed to ---

MR. ENGELMANN: I meant with the Ministry
itself. There’s no ---

MR. SIRRS: Oh, no.

MR. ENGELMANN: Yeah.

So your report is finished on April 20%,
correct?

MR. SIRRS: Yes.

MR. ENGELMANN: 1f the witness could be
shown Exhibit 870.

MR. SIRRS: Excuse me, am | going to need

this book again?
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MR. ENGELMANN: You might.

MR. SIRRS: 1 might.

MR. ENGELMANN: Yeah, you will actually
I look at the investigation briefly.

MR. SIRRS: Okay.

MR. ENGELMANN: I hope you have enough room
, SIr.

MR. SIRRS: It’s getting a little cluttered.

Yes, okay, I’ve got it.

MR. ENGELMANN: Have you seen this letter

MR. SIRRS: Well, 1°m copied, so | must

MR. ENGELMANN: All right.

Well, were you aware that -- who is Dickson

MR. SIRRS: He was the Director of Probation
MR. ENGELMANN: All right.

MR. SIRRS: --- for the Ministry.

MR. ENGELMANN: So he’d be above your boss?
MR. SIRRS: Yes.

MR. ENGELMANN: All right.

MR. SIRRS: Immediately above.

MR. ENGELMANN: AIll right.
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And that would be -- your boss being
Toffelmire at that time?
MR. SIRRS: That’s correct.
MR. ENGELMANN: And he, by letter dated May
3", suspends Mr. Barque?
MR. SIRRS: That’s correct.
MR. ENGELMANN: With pay, pending an
investigation.
MR. SIRRS: Yes. |1 would -- I can’t say
definitively, but 1 would assume so.
MR. ENGELMANN: I’m just reading from the
first paragraph, sir, it says:
“1 am hereby advising you that you are
immediately suspended from employment
with the Ministry Correctional
Services. This suspension with pay will
be pending the completion of an
investigation.”
MR. SIRRS: Okay. That’s fine, okay.
MR. ENGELMANN: AIll right.
So it appears now there’s a decision made to
do that formal investigation?
MR. SIRRS: Yes.
MR. ENGELMANN: And that Mr. Barque is

suspended with pay pending that investigation.
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SIRRS: That’s correct.
ENGELMANN: All right.
that, again, iIs not a decision you made.
SIRRS: That’s correct.

ENGELMANN: So what happened between

April 20™ when you issue your preliminary investigation

report to Mr. Toffelmire, and May the 3"? Was Mr. Barque

working ---
MR.
MR.
MR.
MR.
So

SIRRS: Yes.
ENGELMANN: --- as far as you know?
SIRRS: Yes.

ENGELMANN: All right.

no action was taken to suspend him after

your preliminary report until May the 3"9?

MR.
MR.
you had the power
MR.
MR.
MR.
MR.
to decide?
MR.
that 1n consultati

MR.

SIRRS: That’s correct.

ENGELMANN: And is that something that
to decide, sir?

SIRRS: No.

ENGELMANN: [Is that something ---

SIRRS: No.
ENGELMANN: —--- someone else would have
SIRRS: No. 1 would only be able t do

on with a senior manager.

ENGELMANN: All right.
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And do you recall, sir, at this time whether
you recommended that course of action on April 20" or not?

MR. SIRRS: No. No.

MR. ENGELMANN: You didn’t see that as being
something necessary at that time, or do you recall?

MR. SIRRS: 1 don’t recall.

MR. ENGELMANN: All right. Fair enough.

Now, sir, your report of April 20", which is
in the other binder -- and I think you’re still open on it
-- the cover page suggests it’s a report to Mr. Toffelmire.

MR. SIRRS: Yes.

MR. ENGELMANN: We’re looking at the second
document in Exhibit 125.

Do you have the cover page? Yes?

MR. SIRRS: Yes.

MR. ENGELMANN: AIll right.

And you provided this report to Mr.
Toffelmire on or about this date?

MR. SIRRS: Yes.

MR. ENGELMANN: AIll right.

And did he contact you after he received the
report?

MR. SIRRS: 1 don’t recall.

MR. ENGELMANN: All right.

I°’m not sure 1f 1t’s in the other book, Mr.
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900.

COMMISSIONER: Yes, it is.
ENGELMANN: It should be in that ---
SIRRS: Even number, 9007

ENGELMANN: Yes.

SIRRS: Yes, okay.

ENGELMANN: [Is this a document that you

would have seen before? You’re not copied on it, but --

and 1f you’ve only
indicate that.
MR.
MR.
MR.
MR.
well

talked about -- he*

boss?
MR.
MR.

"Mr.

seen it just recently, sir, that’s --

SIRRS: Yes. Yes, just recently.
ENGELMANN: Just recently?

SIRRS: Yeah.

ENGELMANN: All right.

, In the middle paragraph he"s already

s writing to Dixon Taylor, who"s his

SIRRS: Yes.

ENGELMANN: And he says that:

Sirrs has advised me that he has
reached a point beyond which he does
not wish to continue the investigation.
He feels that any further steps should
be left to the professionals In that

field."”
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SIRRS: Yes.

ENGELMANN: All right.

Do you recall having a discussion with Mr.

Toffelmire at or about the time you finished your

preliminary report?

MR.

SIRRS: No, but it"s not unreasonable to

-— that | would have done that.

MR.
MR.
MR.
And
that to him —---
MR.
MR.
with this?
MR.
my feeling and ---
MR.
MR.
report.
MR.
to do a more ---
MR.
MR.
MR.

ENGELMANN: All right.
SIRRS: He would have called me.
ENGELMANN: All right.

do you recall having said anything like

SIRRS: No.

ENGELMANN: --- that others should deal

SIRRS: Yeah. Well, that certainly was

ENGELMANN: All right.

SIRRS: --- that was suggested in the

ENGELMANN: Yes. And you wanted others

SIRRS: That"s correct.

ENGELMANN: --- thorough investigation?

SIRRS: That"s correct.
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ENGELMANN: Fair enough.

he was pleased with your work on the

SIRRS: That"s my understanding.

ENGELMANN: He indicates that in his

SIRRS: Yes.

ENGELMANN: And he says that he concurs
recommendations.

SIRRS: Yes.

ENGELMANN: So in other words, he would

ng Mr. Barque to have the opportunity to

SIRRS: That"s what I would understand.
ENGELMANN: All right.

says:
“It"s been most trying on him and he
now finds i1t difficult to go any
further.”

you have a sense whether that was

sir ——-

SIRRS: Yes.

ENGELMANN: --- that this had been most
SIRRS: Yes.
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MR. ENGELMANN: It wasn"t pleasant?

MR. SIRRS: Not at all.

MR. ENGELMANN: And when 1 say it wasn"t
pleasant, finding this out, what one of your employees was
doing?

MR. SIRRS: Yes.

MR. ENGELMANN: And then finding out that
others knew and hadn®t told you things?

MR. SIRRS: Yes.

MR. ENGELMANN: The whole thing was
unpleasant?

MR. SIRRS: The whole thing was unpleasant.

MR. ENGELMANN: Now, do you know, sir,
whether your report or the final report later by Mr.
McMaster, do you know if either of those documents were
shared with Mr. Barque?

MR. SIRRS: No.

MR. ENGELMANN: All right.

THE COMMISSIONER: No, you don"t know?

MR. SIRRS: I don"t know, no.

MR. ENGELMANN: You don"t know?

MR. SIRRS: I do not know.

MR. ENGELMANN: Did you give him either of
these documents?

MR. SIRRS: No, I didn"t.
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MR. ENGELMANN: Did you have a discussion
with him after April 20th, after you®ve done your
preliminary investigation, about your iInvestigation and
your recommendations?

MR. SIRRS: No.

MR. ENGELMANN: Sir, the other part of
Exhibit 125, so to your left, the binder we were In ---

MR. SIRRS: Yes, okay.

MR. ENGELMANN: --- the first part of that
exhibit, this is the report that was done by Mr. McMaster?

MR. SIRRS: That"s what I would understand,
yes.

MR. ENGELMANN: Would you have been provided
with a copy of this report then? It was apparently done --
finished -- on the first page it says "May 31st' on it.

MR. SIRRS: Yes.

MR. ENGELMANN: And then the iInvestigation
report itself, on the next page at the top has a date of
May 13th.

MR. SIRRS: Yes.

MR. ENGELMANN: So it would appear the
investigation report is done In mid-May and then it"s sent
on, | guess, to someone else at the end of May, and I™m
wondering i1f it would have been sent to you?

MR. SIRRS: I don"t recall.
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MR. ENGELMANN: All right. Fair enough.
It"s 25 years, so I ——-

MR. SIRRS: That"s right.

MR. ENGELMANN: Yeah. It does indicate in
that report, on page 2 of the report, and i1t"s Bates
page 1001825, that:

"On Thursday, April 29th, as assigned,
this writer, in company with Inspector
R. Porter, proceeded to Cornwall,
Ontario where we met with Mr. Peter
Sirrs who gave us a thorough briefing
on the whole matter."

Do you recall, sir, meeting with Mr. Porter
and Mr. McMaster?

MR. SIRRS: Yes.

MR. ENGELMANN: And was that a lengthy
meeting, Sir?

MR. SIRRS: I wouldn®"t know. I couldn®t be
able to say how long i1t was, but 1t certainly was a meeting
that we shared our information.

MR. ENGELMANN: Right.

MR. SIRRS: | explained to them what it was
I had found.

MR. ENGELMANN: All right.

And 1 guess at this point it was more you’re
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sharing information with them, right?
MR. SIRRS: I should think, yeah.
MR. ENGELMANN: Yeah. Had they started yet

or -—-

MR. SIRRS: I don"t recall. 1 don"t believe
SO.

MR. ENGELMANN: All right.

And if you"d had notes in addition to your
report at that time, 1 presume you would have shared that
with them?

MR. SIRRS: Yes.

MR. ENGELMANN: And you were eager to have
them carry this on?

MR. SIRRS: Yes.

MR. ENGELMANN: And to be finished with your
work?

MR. SIRRS: Yes.

MR. ENGELMANN: Now, did you know, at that
time, sir, that anything had been formally referred either
to a police force or the Crown Attorney®"s Office or is that
something you only found out about much later?

MR. SIRRS: 1 found that out much later.

MR. ENGELMANN: And when you say "‘much
later', do you mean just recently, reviewing documents?

MR. SIRRS: Just recently, reviewing
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documents.
MR. ENGELMANN: All right.

Do you remember the first names of those

investigators ---

MR. SIRRS: vyes.

MR. ENGELMANN: --- McMaster and Porter?

MR. SIRRS: Yes.

MR. ENGELMANN: And what were they, sir?

MR. SIRRS: Mr. McMaster®s first name was
Clair.

MR. ENGELMANN: Yes.

MR. SIRRS: And Mr. Porter®s first name was
Robert.

MR. ENGELMANN: Thank you.

MR. SIRRS: He uses the name '‘Bob™.

MR. ENGELMANN: AIll right.

And had they both come up through the
Ministry, or do you know if either of them had been former
police officers?

MR. SIRRS: I don"t recall any information
in that regard for Mr. McMaster, but 1 knew that Bob Porter
had been -- had previously been an area manager.

MR. ENGELMANN: All right.

Sir, 1f you could have a look at Exhibit

894, which should be in the binder to your right.
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MR. SIRRS: Yes.

MR. ENGELMANN: 1Is this a document you-ve
seen before?

MR. SIRRS: Yes.

MR. ENGELMANN: And do you recall how it was
you received this document?

MR. SIRRS: My recall is that it was
initially mailed to the Ministry and then also provided by
hand from Mr. Barque.

MR. ENGELMANN: To you directly or to
someone else in your office?

MR. SIRRS: To me.

MR. ENGELMANN: All right.

So would you have had a discussion with him
at or about this time?

MR. SIRRS: I don"t recall.

MR. ENGELMANN: All right.

You just recall him handing you ---

MR. SIRRS: That"s correct.

MR. ENGELMANN: And would he have handed you
this letter open or would it have been in an envelope, or
do you remember?

MR. SIRRS: 1 do not recall.

MR. ENGELMANN: All right.

Before you would have received this letter -
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MR. SIRRS: Yes.

MR. ENGELMANN: --- "resignation letter”, if
I can call i1t that, and presumably you would have received
it on or about the 6th of May?

MR. SIRRS: Yes.

MR. ENGELMANN: Did you have any discussion
with Mr. Barque about your recommendation —---

MR. SIRRS: No.

MR. ENGELMANN: --- that he be allowed --
just wait for the question.

MR. SIRRS: Oh, sorry.

MR. ENGELMANN: That he be allowed the
opportunity to resign?

MR. SIRRS: No.

MR. ENGELMANN: Sir, I1*d like you then to
look at Exhibit 905, again in the binder to your right.

MR. SIRRS: Yes.

MR. ENGELMANN: Can we pull it up on the
screen?

THE COMMISSIONER: 1 think we want to go to
the bottom, Madam Clerk. There we go.

(SHORT PAUSE/COURTE PAUSE)
MR. ENGELMANN: Mr. Commissioner, there®s a

better copy of this iIn the record because I was trying to
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explain this to Mr. Sirrs the other day, you see on the top
right, sir, where it says "Work Performance Record"?

THE COMMISSIONER: Yeah.

MR. SIRRS: Yes.

MR. ENGELMANN: 1 believe i1f we had a clean
copy, i1t would also say "Employee Separation™ just above
"Work Performance Record™.

MR. SIRRS: Oh yes, okay. Yeah.

MR. ENGELMANN: 1 was going to ask you about
what this was about, so ---

MR. SIRRS: Yeah.

MR. ENGELMANN: --- perhaps we could just
pull up Document Number 734097? I1t"s off the cross list.

(SHORT PAUSE/COURTE PAUSE)

MR. ENGELMANN: 1It"s a better copy, Mr.
Commissioner.

Perhaps we could -- we"ve done this in the
past, 1 know, on occasion -- perhaps we could make it
Exhibit 905A.

THE COMMISSIONER: All right.

Thank you. Exhibit 905A is an Employee
Separation Work Performance Record for Mr. Nelson Barque
and it’s dated May 11%™", 1982.

-—— EXHIBIT NO./PIECE NO. P-905A:

(734097) Employee Separation Work
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Performance Record re: Nelson Barque,
dated May 11, 1982

MR. ENGELMANN: Do you have both documents,
Mr. Sirrs?

MR. SIRRS: Yes.

MR. ENGELMANN: Would you agree with me that
the copy in your hand is a slightly better photocopy of the
document?

MR. SIRRS: Yes.

MR. ENGELMANN: All right. And, in fact, in
905A, which is in your hand, the words “Employee
Separation” can be seen above “Work Performance Record”?

MR. SIRRS: That’s correct.

MR. ENGELMANN: All right. And that’s what
we have on the screen now as well. We have 905A on the
screen.

MR. SIRRS: Okay.

MR. ENGELMANN: All right. And, sir, I was
going to ask you what the purpose of this form was, and
that may become more apparent to you now that you see the
words “Employee Separation”. But can you tell us what use
the Ministry makes of this document or what the document is
for, to your knowledge?

MR. SIRRS: It’s a standardized form to

denote the circumstances respecting the employee at the
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time of their separation from employment with the Ministry.

MR. ENGELMANN: All right. And I note at
the top of the form -- and did you fill this form out, sir?

MR. SIRRS: Yes.

MR. ENGELMANN: All right. 1 don’t mean did
you actually type i1t, but ---

MR. SIRRS: No, no, it’s my information,
yes.

MR. ENGELMANN: Right. Okay.

And you would have had one of your support
staff ---

MR. SIRRS: That’s correct.

MR. ENGELMANN: --- type it in?

So the box that says “Classified”, what does
that mean?

MR. SIRRS: He was a permanent employee.

MR. ENGELMANN: Okay. And ---

MR. SIRRS: Unclassified employees are
initial employees who are on probation.

MR. ENGELMANN: AIll right.

MR. SIRRS: Or on contract.

MR. ENGELMANN: All right. So that denotes
the employee status?

MR. SIRRS: That’s correct.

MR. ENGELMANN: All right. And you’ve got
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his employment period there from August of ”74 until May of
7827

MR. SIRRS: Yes.

MR. ENGELMANN: So approximately eight
years?

MR. SIRRS: Yes.

MR. ENGELMANN: We had asked earlier and you
weren’t sure how long, but you knew he had been there about
eight or nine years?

MR. SIRRS: Well, that would be determined
from his file.

MR. ENGELMANN: Right. And you say under
the first box, “Reason for Separation” you’ve got some
choices: resigned; retired; dismissed. You say
“resigned”?

MR. SIRRS: Yes.

MR. ENGELMANN: And at this point, sir, you
had just received the resignation letter. This would be a
few days after?

MR. SIRRS: Well, this is dated ---

MR. ENGELMANN: May 11%.

MR. SIRRS: Yes, May the 11™. So it’s
certainly a good week after, yes.

MR. ENGELMANN: All right. And you make a

comment on the quality of the work?
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SIRRS: Yes.
ENGELMANN: You say “Good”?
SIRRS: Yes.

ENGELMANN: Working relations -- sorry,

working relationship, supervisor and coworkers, very good?

MR.

MR.
very good?

MR .

MR.
that those are all

MR.

MR.

the time about ---

MR.
MR.
MR.
MR.

the last box. It

And it says:

SIRRS: Yes.

ENGELMANN: Attendance and punctuality,

SIRRS: Yes.

ENGELMANN: So you would agree with me
positive statements?

SIRRS: Yes.

ENGELMANN: And that was your feeling at

SIRRS: Yes.
ENGELMANN: —--- those issues?
SIRRS: Yes.

ENGELMANN: And I just want to look at

says:

“Would you re-hire this employee, yes

or no?”

“If no, state specific reasons.”

Do you see that?

MR.

SIRRS: Yes.
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MR. ENGELMANN: And you’ve said no.

MR. SIRRS: That’s correct.

MR. ENGELMANN: So you’re saying you
wouldn’t re-hire Mr. Barque?

MR. SIRRS: Definitely.

MR. ENGELMANN: All right. Where does this
go, this form? Do you know?

MR. SIRRS: No.

MR. ENGELMANN: AIll right.

MR. SIRRS: I presume it goes on a personnel
file In head office.

MR. ENGELMANN: Yes. All right.

THE COMMISSIONER: Well, if we look at ---

MR. ENGELMANN: So ---

THE COMMISSIONER: 1°m sorry, at the bottom
of the page it says “Distribution: Institution; Accounts;
Regional Personnel; Administrator Personnel; Include with
Separation ---

MR. ENGELMANN: So it appears it goes to
various branches of the Ministry?

MR. SIRRS: Yes.

MR. ENGELMANN: All right. And I just want
to talk to you a little bit about the reasons you give,
because 1t asks you to be specific; correct?

MR. SIRRS: Yes.
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ENGELMANN: And what you say 1is:
“Mr. Barque submitted his resignation
as a consequence of inquiries iInto his
professional conduct and [other]
involvement with clients.”
SIRRS: Yes.

COMMISSIONER: And what? And over-

ENGELMANN: I’m very sorry.
“...submitted his resignation as a
consequence of i1nquiries Into his
professional conduct and over-
involvement with clients.”

SIRRS: Yes.

ENGELMANN: And at this point-in-time

sexual relationships ---

SIRRS: Yes.
ENGELMANN: --- with at least two
SIRRS: Yes.

ENGELMANN: You knew about the assisting

at least one, possibly two of them, in breaching probation

orders?

MR.

MR.

SIRRS: Yes.

ENGELMANN: By providing them with
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alcohol and-or drugs?

MR. SIRRS: Yes.

MR. ENGELMANN: And, certainly, by allowing
them to use those substances?

MR. SIRRS: Yes.

MR. ENGELMANN: You would have also known
about the iInterference or obstruction with the police?

MR. SIRRS: Yes.

MR. ENGELMANN: You didn’t write any of that
down?

MR. SIRRS: No.

MR. ENGELMANN: 1In fact, 1°d suggest to you
that you were rather vague. Would that be fair?

MR. SIRRS: Perhaps.

MR. ENGELMANN: All right. Why not be more
transparent on the form, sir?

MR. SIRRS: I have no explanation. | felt
that this answered the question adequately.

MR. ENGELMANN: But you would agree that
someone picking this up would have no idea how serious the
allegations were?

MR. SIRRS: In retrospect, yes.

MR. ENGELMANN: Do you know if this went to
more senior managers above you or not?

MR. SIRRS: Well, it would have gone to the
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regional administrator.

MR. ENGELMANN: Do you know if this form was
ever changed by anybody?

MR. SIRRS: No.

MR. ENGELMANN: Now, sir, following the
incident with Mr. Barque and your investigation and then
this more thorough investigation afterwards, his
resignation, did you, iIn your capacity as the area manager,
institute any changes in your office in terms of managerial
oversight to eliminate the risk of something similar
reoccurring, that you can think of?

MR. SIRRS: No.

MR. ENGELMANN: Why would you not have done
something further at that time?

MR. SIRRS: I didn’t feel it was necessary.
IT you’ve got suggestions as to what I may have done to
achieve that which you are suggesting, 1°d be open to
those.

MR. ENGELMANN: All right. Well, I’m just
trying to wonder -- you know, this was a serious
allegation.

MR. SIRRS: Yes.

MR. ENGELMANN: And I don’t want to repeat
all of them again, but the sexual relations ---

MR. SIRRS: Yes, right, right, right.
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MR. ENGELMANN: Essentially allowing
probationers to break the law and helping them break the
law?

MR. SIRRS: Yes.

MR. ENGELMANN: And there were issues about
much of this activity, or at least some of this activity,
occurring after hours?

MR. SIRRS: Yes.

MR. ENGELMANN: I°m just wondering; you told
about how unpleasant this was, how serious it was. Did you
have a meeting with your staff and say to them that things
were going to change or that you were going to take new
steps, anything of that nature?

MR. SIRRS: Not specifically that I can
recall.

MR. ENGELMANN: AIll right.

MR. SIRRS: What you haven’t asked me is did
I consider making changes. And 1 reviewed the whole
situation and determined that there wasn’t anything that I
could have done to have uncovered this situation.

MR. ENGELMANN: AIll right.

MR. SIRRS: Apart from being in the office
2477 .

MR. ENGELMANN: And having found this out

about one of your probation officers ---
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MR. SIRRS: Yes.

MR. ENGELMANN: --- you’re not at all
concerned that one or more of his colleagues may have also
been doing something similar?

MR. SIRRS: Yes.

MR. ENGELMANN: And iIn that sense, why not
try and do something, take some measures?

MR. SIRRS: Well, I took consideration of
Mr. Seguin ---

MR. ENGELMANN: Yes.

MR. SIRRS: --- because of his situation,
and 1 ---

MR. ENGELMANN: Because of the Barque
situation?

MR. SIRRS: No, no.

MR. ENGELMANN: Because of what?

MR. SIRRS: Because of his relationship with
Mr. MacDonald, and 1 considered that he may have been iIn an
homosexual relationship with Mr. MacDonald.

MR. ENGELMANN: Malcolm MacDonald?

MR. SIRRS: Malcolm MacDonald.

MR. ENGELMANN: Yes.

MR. SIRRS: And knowing that they traveled
on holidays together, this sort of thing, 1t was ---

MR. ENGELMANN: You knew they were going to
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Florida together?

MR. SIRRS: That’s correct.

MR. ENGELMANN: Yes.

MR. SIRRS: That’s correct.

And | considered whether indeed he might be
conceivably involved. 1 had no concrete information, no
rumours, no suggestion ---

MR. ENGELMANN: But you knew they were good
friends?

MR. SIRRS: What, Nelson Barque and Ken?

MR. ENGELMANN: No, Ken and Malcolm.

MR. SIRRS: Yes, yes.

MR. ENGELMANN: You knew that they went to
Florida together?

MR. SIRRS: That’s correct.

MR. ENGELMANN: You knew that Malcolm
MacDonald would have been involved perhaps with a lot of
the same probationers?

MR. SIRRS: No, I had no knowledge of that
at all, other than as a lawyer he may have been ---

MR. ENGELMANN: Yes.

MR. SIRRS: He may have had that kind of a
professional relationship with them, yes.

MR. ENGELMANN: Yes.

MR. SIRRS: Yes.
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MR. ENGELMANN: But what I meant was, Ssir,
he would have contact with ---

MR. SIRRS: That’s correct.

MR. ENGELMANN: --- several probationers.

MR. SIRRS: That’s correct.

MR. ENGELMANN: And Mr. Seguin did as well?

MR. SIRRS: Yes.

MR. ENGELMANN: So knowing this, and
obviously you thought about this at the time ---

MR. SIRRS: I did give consideration to it,
yes.

MR. ENGELMANN: All right. Did you tell
anybody about this or did you make any iInquiries about
this?

MR. SIRRS: I think it was subject to some
discussion at our regional managers meeting.

MR. ENGELMANN: All right. And can you give
us a sense as to what kind of discussion you would have had
about i1t?

MR. SIRRS: Well, I would have shared with
them what had occurred, and given that they were more
experienced than I ---

MR. ENGELMANN: Yes.

MR. SIRRS: --- was there something that I

should be doing that 1 wasn’t doing.
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MR. ENGELMANN: So you asked for assistance?

MR. SIRRS: Oh, by all means.

MR. ENGELMANN: Did you ask them if you
should be taking any preventative measures?

MR. SIRRS: 1 don’t recall specifically, no.

MR. ENGELMANN: All right. And who would
have been at the regional managers meeting?

MR. SIRRS: There would have been a
gentleman by the name of Gerry Kiessling.

MR. ENGELMANN: And who is that?

MR. SIRRS: He was an area manager for
Ottawa centre.

MR. ENGELMANN: Right.

MR. SIRRS: Lorraine Braithwaite ---

MR. ENGELMANN: Yes.

MR. SIRRS: --- was the area manager with
considerable experience in Ottawa west.

MR. ENGELMANN: Yes.

MR. SIRRS: Bill Groten in Kingston.

MR. ENGELMANN: Yes. Your predecessor in
Cornwall?

MR. SIRRS: My predecessor.

And a gentleman by the name of Ted Morris.

MR. ENGELMANN: Ted Morris?

MR. SIRRS: Ted Morris, yes.
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MR. ENGELMANN: Another area manager?

MR. SIRRS: Yes.

MR. ENGELMANN: Would there have been
anybody senior to you?

MR. SIRRS: Mr. Toffelmire.

MR. ENGELMANN: So you shared the concern
about Mr. Seguin?

MR. SIRRS: No -- well, not directly.

MR. ENGELMANN: Did you mention him by name?

MR. SIRRS: I can’t recall.

MR. ENGELMANN: Okay. Was your concern a
concern about possible sexual relations with clients or was
the concern about alcohol and drugs or was i1t something
else?

MR. SIRRS: Anything.

MR. ENGELMANN: Okay.

MR. SIRRS: But I think 1 was primarily
concerned with contact with clients.

MR. ENGELMANN: AlIl right. And you hadn’t
observed anything?

MR. SIRRS: I had not observed anything. 1
had no concrete or even suggested information; as the
police had rumours, 1 had none of that.

MR. ENGELMANN: What, i1f anything, did the

police share with you about Mr. Seguin?
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MR. SIRRS: Nothing.

MR. ENGELMANN: Had you asked them
specifically about concerns about him ---

MR. SIRRS: Not ---

MR. ENGELMANN: --- or just concerns about
staff generally?

MR. SIRRS: Concerns about staff in general.

MR. ENGELMANN: So where did these concerns
go? Was anything followed up, sir?

MR. SIRRS: No, apart from my own
consideration for the matter. But Mr. Seguin had an
excellent reputation in Cornwall. The courts held him in
high esteem and I had -- | came to the conclusion that
there would be -- there was no foundation to my concerns.

MR. ENGELMANN: And did you investigate them
in any way?

MR. SIRRS: No. Apart from the information
that 1 just provided.

MR. ENGELMANN: Just the conversation with -

MR. SIRRS: That’s correct.

MR. ENGELMANN: --- some of your colleagues
at a meeting?

MR. SIRRS: That’s -- well, and the response

from the police ---
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MR. ENGELMANN: AIll right.

MR. SIRRS: --- as well as my understanding
of his regard with the courts, et cetera, and the community
at large.

MR. ENGELMANN: All right. So no one
indicated to you anything about rumours with respect ---

MR. SIRRS: None whatsoever.

MR. ENGELMANN: So you didn’t engage in any
kind of a preliminary investigation like you did for Mr.
Barque?

MR. SIRRS: 1 saw no foundation for that.

MR. ENGELMANN: And both Mr. Seguin and Mr.
Barque had positive performance appraisals?

MR. SIRRS: Yes.

MR. ENGELMANN: And worked well with their
col leagues?

MR. SIRRS: Yes, as I -—-

MR. ENGELMANN: As far as you know ---

MR. SIRRS: As far as 1 knew at that time.

MR. ENGELMANN: --- did their jobs
correctly?

MR. SIRRS: That’s correct.

MR. ENGELMANN: Now, sir, in or around this
time, In 1982, do you recall saying anything to Mr. Seguin

about the fact that he should go to Montreal if he had this
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type -- or those types of tendencies?

MR. SIRRS: No.

MR. ENGELMANN: You’re saying you didn’t
make a comment like that?

MR. SIRRS: No.

MR. ENGELMANN: That you can recall?

MR. SIRRS: Well, I made a comment like that
but that was to Mr. Barque on the Saturday that 1 gave him
access to the office.

THE COMMISSIONER: 1 don’t understand.
Saturday you gave him the access to, what, to move his
things out?

MR. SIRRS: To get his personal effects out
of the office.

THE COMMISSIONER: Oh, okay. Okay.

MR. ENGELMANN: When would that have been,
sir?

MR. SIRRS: That was the Saturday following
his resignation and his meeting with the inspectors. So
this would have been -- I believe would have been the 7" of
May .

MR. ENGELMANN: And what do you recall
saying to him?

MR. SIRRS: Just that.

MR. ENGELMANN: That -- 1°d just like your
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words.

MR. SIRRS: Well, 1 think that 1 felt very
badly that the whole situation occurred.

MR. ENGELMANN: All right. What did you say
about Montreal that you can remember?

MR. SIRRS: Well, 1 said approximately the
words that you reiterated.

MR. ENGELMANN: Something about if he had
these types of tendencies ---

MR. SIRRS: That’s right.

MR. ENGELMANN: --- that he should have done
that 1n Montreal?

MR. SIRRS: Right.

MR. ENGELMANN: And what were you referring
to?

MR. SIRRS: Well, employed a professional.

MR. ENGELMANN: 1°m sorry?

MR. SIRRS: Employed a professional.

MR. ENGELMANN: Were you referring to
drinking and drugs or were you referring to sex?

MR. SIRRS: Referring to the sexual
activity.

MR. ENGELMANN: All right.

MR. SIRRS: The sexual activities.

MR. ENGELMANN: All right. And what was
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significant about Montreal, sir?

MR. SIRRS: I don’t know. It has a
reputation. It was probably an inappropriate comment to
make, but it was made personally to him and not to anybody
else.

MR. ENGELMANN: All right. Sir, if the
witness could be shown Exhibit 711828.

THE COMMISSIONER: That’s a new one, Sir.
It’s okay.

MR. ENGELMANN: Sorry, not exhibit, document
number .

THE COMMISSIONER: 1t”s coming up, Sir.

MR. SIRRS: Okay.

MR. ENGELMANN: 1t’s 711828. This would be
in the documents that you would have seen before, sir.

MR. SIRRS: Okay.

MR. ENGELMANN: But 1t’s not an the exhibit
yet.

It an excerpt, sir, of an OPP interview of
Jos van Diepen dated February 14%™, 1994, so shortly after
Mr. Seguin’s death.

Perhaps you could just pull it up on the
screen, Madam Clerk, 1 apologize.

THE COMMISSIONER: All right.

So just to situate yourself, sir, this iIs a
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police interview 1 believe by -- there we go. And it is of

-- of who?

MR. ENGELMANN: Jos van Diepen.
THE COMMISSIONER: Right. All right.
And it’s done February 14™, 1994.

MR. ENGELMANN: All right. And, Mr. Sirrs,

you wouldn’t have seen this at that time but you’ve seen it

recently.

MR. SIRRS: 1’ve seen it recently, yes.
MR. ENGELMANN: 1Is that fair?
MR. SIRRS: Yes.

MR. ENGELMANN: 1 just want to take you to

the second page, which is Bates page 7044628, and it’s the

paragraph that reads ---

MR. SIRRS: Can 1 have that enlarged?
THE COMMISSIONER: It will -—-

MR. ENGELMANN: Absolutely.

MR. SIRRS: Okay.

MR. ENGELMANN: Yes.

THE COMMISSIONER: We have to wailt to see

what he decides.

MR. ENGELMANN: 1It’s the second paragraph

from the bottom.

the bottom.

THE COMMISSIONER: The second paragraph from

All right.
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paragraph

MR.

Now,

MR.

MR.

MR.
MR.
MR.
MR.

70 SIRRS
In-Ch(Engelmann)

ENGELMANN: It says:

“Once 1 told Ken he should leave his
personal life at home and his work at
the office, but he said in some other
words to mind my own business.”

this Is —-—-

SIRRS: I’m sorry; 1 don”t see that on

ENGELMANN: Just a little higher. There

SIRRS: Oh, yes, | see it.

ENGELMANN: If you could just read that

SIRRS: What, me?

ENGELMANN: Yes, just to yourself.

(SHORT PAUSE/COURTE PAUSE)

MR.

MR.

be relating to the

MR.
MR.

Seguin, around the

Montreal

1T he got

SIRRS: Yes.
ENGELMANN: So Mr. van Diepen appears to
police that Mr. Seguin told him ---
SIRRS: Yes.

ENGELMANN: --- that you told Mr.
time Nelson got the boot, to go to
those tendencies.

“Ken asked me afterwards what Peter

meant by that. 1 told him if you’re
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queer don’t do i1t here.”

Now, Mr. van Diepen seems to be suggesting
this is something you would have said to Mr. Seguin —--

MR. SIRRS: Yes.

MR. ENGELMANN: --- and not to Mr. Barque.

MR. SIRRS: Yes.

MR. ENGELMANN: Does that refresh your
memory in any way, Sir?

MR. SIRRS: No. No.

MR. ENGELMANN: All right. So you have no
recollection of ever saying this to Mr. Seguin?

MR. SIRRS: I never said this to Mr. Seguin.

MR. ENGELMANN: You never did say it to Mr.
Seguin?

MR. SIRRS: My consideration of Mr. Seguin
was in my own head and 1 ---

MR. ENGELMANN: You didn’t share i1t with
others?

MR. SIRRS: --- never shared with him or -—-
well, 1 may have shared it with my fellow managers ---

MR. ENGELMANN: Right.

MR. SIRRS: --- but I never shared it with
anybody in the office.

(SHORT PAUSE/COURTE PAUSE)

MR. ENGELMANN: AIll right.
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THE COMMISSIONER: We now have that
document, so we should enter it as an exhibit.

MR. ENGELMANN: Thank you.

THE COMMISSIONER: Thank you. 1t will be
Exhibit 1063. Again, it’s an interview report of Mr. van
Diepen on February 14, 1994 -- OPP interview, | believe —-
or Cornwall Police.

MR. ENGELMANN: Sir, that was the Ontario
Provincial Police.

THE COMMISSIONER: Oh, it was OPP?

MR. ENGELMANN: Yes.

THE COMMISSIONER: All right. Sorry. Thank
you .

MR. ENGELMANN: This was part of, I believe,
the iInvestigation they undertook after Mr. Seguin’s death.
They were looking at the circumstances surrounding his
death. They were also looking at a possible extortion
charge.

THE COMMISSIONER: Thank you.

-—— EXHIBIT NO./PIECE NO. P-1063:
(711828) Interview Report of Mr. Jos
van Diepen dated February 14, 1994 with
the OPP

MR. ENGELMANN: Mr. Sirrs, shortly after

-- when you talked about your report, then the

INTERNATIONAL REPORTING INC.



10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25

PUBLIC HEARING 73 SIRRS
AUDIENCE PUBLIQUE In-Ch(Engelmann)

investigation report, then you had an area managers’
meeting presumably around that time?

MR. SIRRS: Around that time, yes.

MR. ENGELMANN: And shortly after that was
Mr. Toffelmire replaced as your -- did he no longer -- was
he no longer your manager?

MR. SIRRS: Well, he was replaced. 1 can’t
say whether it was shortly after, but he was replaced and
there was a period of time where he was still in the office
and the new regional administrator was there with him as
well.

MR. ENGELMANN: Would this have been a
fellow by the name of Roy Hawkins?

MR. SIRRS: Yes.

MR. ENGELMANN: AIll right.

And did Mr. Hawkins meet with you shortly
after he would have started as your boss to get a briefing
from you about the Cornwall office?

MR. SIRRS: Probably, either in his office
or in Cornwall.

MR. ENGELMANN: That would make sense,
wouldn”t i1t?

MR. SIRRS: Yes.

MR. ENGELMANN: And would you have briefed

him about what had just occurred in the Cornwall office?
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MR. SIRRS: Well, as I say, I don”t know
that it just occurred ---

MR. ENGELMANN: AIll right.

MR. SIRRS: --- with Mr. Hawkins’
appointment.

MR. ENGELMANN: Okay.

MR. SIRRS: 1 don’t -- I can’t recall when -
- the date that his appointment took effect.

MR. ENGELMANN: AIll right.

Would you have briefed him about what had
happened with Mr. Barque and some of your concerns?

MR. SIRRS: 1 don’t recall.

MR. ENGELMANN: All right.

Sir, would you agree with me that it would
be important to brief a new manager about an occurrence
like this, if it had happened within the last year or so?

MR. SIRRS: Probably.

MR. ENGELMANN: Now, you replaced Mr. Barque
with another probation officer after he resigned?

MR. SIRRS: Yes.

MR. ENGELMANN: That was Carol Cardinal?

MR. SIRRS: Yes.

MR. ENGELMANN: Had she worked in your
office before then In any capacity?

MR. SIRRS: I can’t recall her involvement
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with the office. | know that for a period of time she was
a volunteer and then she may have been working on what we
call an unclassified basis, a contract basis.

MR. ENGELMANN: AIll right.

You had volunteers working in your office,
sir?

MR. SIRRS: Yes.

MR. ENGELMANN: Doing what kind of work?

MR. SIRRS: Assisting probation officers
with selected clients.

MR. ENGELMANN: All right.

So actually meeting with clients?

MR. SIRRS: Yes.

MR. ENGELMANN: And was she familiar to you
and your colleagues before she started working with you?

MR. SIRRS: Yes.

MR. ENGELMANN: All right.

And you just don’t remember how?

MR. SIRRS: 1 don’t recall how, no.

MR. ENGELMANN: AIll right.

And would she have known some of your staff
for some period of time?

MR. SIRRS: Yes, yes.

MR. ENGELMANN: Was she friendly with some

of them, that you know of?
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MR. SIRRS: By all means.

MR. ENGELMANN: Okay. And do you know if
that friendship extended outside of the office?

MR. SIRRS: No.

MR. ENGELMANN: You don’t know, or --—-

MR. SIRRS: No, I don’t know.

MR. ENGELMANN: All right.

But you certainly knew your remaining
officers?

MR. SIRRS: Yes.

MR. ENGELMANN: Okay. And did you know her
husband was a police officer?

MR. SIRRS: I knew that she was seeing a
police officer and then subsequently married, yes.

MR. ENGELMANN: Okay. So at that time they
may not have been married?

MR. SIRRS: 1 believe so.

MR. ENGELMANN: Now, after Mr. Barque
submitted his resignation in May of 1982, do you recall
speaking to him at all about your willingness to act as a
referee for him?

MR. SIRRS: No.

MR. ENGELMANN: You have no recollection of
that?

MR. SIRRS: No recollection at all.
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MR. ENGELMANN: AIll right.

THE COMMISSIONER: 1I°m sorry; as is their
want, the clerk is indicating that 1063 should have a
publication ban stamp on it because there are some names
that are contained in there that should not be ---

MR. ENGELMANN: Okay. Just in the short
excerpt that -- okay. Thank you.

IT the witness could be shown Exhibit 9107

Sir, this is a curriculum vitae for Nelson
Barque. It’s written in French.

MR. SIRRS: Yes.

MR. ENGELMANN: This was used by him in July
of 1982.

MR. SIRRS: Yes.

MR. ENGELMANN: Would you have seen this
document at that time?

MR. SIRRS: No.

MR. ENGELMANN: Would i1t be fair then that
you would have only seen this document within the last day
or two?

MR. SIRRS: Yes.

MR. ENGELMANN: AIll right.

In 1t he lists you as a reference. In
French 1t’s “Recommandation” and he lists you and an

address.
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MR. SIRRS: Yes.

MR. ENGELMANN: You have no recollection at
all of agreeing to act as his reference?

MR. SIRRS: No.

MR. ENGELMANN: All right.

Do you recall at or about that time, or
shortly thereafter, being called or asked questions about
Mr. Barque ---

MR. SIRRS: Yes.

MR. ENGELMANN: --- by a prospective
employer?

MR. SIRRS: Well, it was, yeah, several -- 1
think a couple of weeks or more later.

MR. ENGELMANN: In August of 19827

MR. SIRRS: Yes.

MR. ENGELMANN: AIll right.

This particular CV is a CV he sent to an
agency known as L’Equipe psychosociale, an agency here in
Cornwall. And I°m wondering iIf you can recall having a
discussion with anybody from that agency about Mr. Barque?

MR. SIRRS: I believe that would be a Mr.
Landry.

MR. ENGELMANN: All right.

Now, In this CV on the second page, just

after you were listed as a referee, we have the caption
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“Raison du départ” which means, 1 think, reasons for
leaving?

MR. SIRRS: Reason for leaving, yes.

MR. ENGELMANN: Do you understand a little
bit of French?

MR. SIRRS: Well, i1t’s close enough to the
English —-—-

MR. ENGELMANN: AIll right.

MR. SIRRS: --- to get the message.

MR. ENGELMANN: And it says:

“J”ai quitté dd a un conflit face aux
reglements du ministere.”

MR. SIRRS: Yes.

MR. ENGELMANN: So he’s saying essentially
that he quit as a result of a conflict with Ministry rules
or regulations?

MR. SIRRS: Yes.

MR. ENGELMANN: That’s a loose translation.

Would you have been asked, sir, by Mr.
Landry in the phone call about the reasons for his leaving?

MR. SIRRS: I don’t recall he asked that.
He did ask me for a recommendation.

MR. ENGELMANN: All right.

What 1s i1t that you recall of the phone

conversation?
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MR. SIRRS: Well, I received a call. He
advised me that Mr. Barque had applied for a position with
his agency. At the time, 1 didn’t really recognize the
agency name. And he said he wanted a recommendation.

MR. ENGELMANN: Did he tell you the type of
position that he had applied for?

MR. SIRRS: I think he said he was going to
be working with clients. 1 understood he was working
directly with the school board.

MR. ENGELMANN: AIll right.

Did he tell you that i1t was a social worker
position?

MR. SIRRS: I don’t recall specifically, no.

MR. ENGELMANN: Okay. And did he tell you
that the work of the agency involved working with mentally
challenged children?

MR. SIRRS: Specifically, 1 don’t recall.

MR. ENGELMANN: All right.

Do you recall if you would have asked?

MR. SIRRS: No.

MR. ENGELMANN: You don’t recall?

MR. SIRRS: No. Well, 1 wouldn’t have
asked.

MR. ENGELMANN: You wouldn’t have asked

about the agency?
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MR. SIRRS: No, no.

MR. ENGELMANN: AIll right.

Why not?

MR. SIRRS: That was his responsibility to
share, plus I was not prepared to get involved In any way
with regard to a reference for Mr. Barque without Mr.
Barque’s written release.

MR. ENGELMANN: AIll right.

Do you recall if you would have spoken to
him around August the 12 or ---

MR. SIRRS: 1 don’t recall, but it was
sometime iIn August, yes.

MR. ENGELMANN: All right.

THE COMMISSIONER: So did you give him a
reference?

MR. SIRRS: No.

MR. ENGELMANN: I1°m sorry?

THE COMMISSIONER: 1 asked him, “Did you
give him a reference?” And the answer was no.

MR. ENGELMANN: What do you mean by that,
sir?

MR. SIRRS: I did not give him a reference.
I gave him a letter advising Mr. Landry of Mr. Barque’s
dates of employment which I did not regard as private

information.

INTERNATIONAL REPORTING INC.



10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25

PUBLIC HEARING 82 SIRRS
AUDIENCE PUBLIQUE In-Ch(Engelmann)

MR. ENGELMANN: All right.

MR. SIRRS: Relevant of Mr. Barque. But
there’s no reference in there.

MR. ENGELMANN: All right. But you spoke to
him on the phone?

MR. SIRRS: Yes.

MR. ENGELMANN: And you wrote him a letter?

MR. SIRRS: Yes.

MR. ENGELMANN: And the letter you wrote to
him, sir, if you could look at Exhibit 869?

MR. SIRRS: Yes.

MR. ENGELMANN: 1Is this the letter you would
have written? “Employment Reference Nelson Barque”?

MR. SIRRS: Yes.

MR. ENGELMANN: All right. And there’s some
handwriting on this; that’s not your handwriting?

MR. SIRRS: No.

MR. ENGELMANN: 1 understand that’s a Mr.
Downing~”s?

MR. SIRRS: That’s my understanding as well.

MR. ENGELMANN: AIl right. So in i1t, it
says “Employment Reference Nelson Barque”. You talk about

when he started; correct?
MR. SIRRS: Yes.

MR. ENGELMANN: You talk about that he
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completed his probationary period satisfactorily?

MR. SIRRS: Yes.

MR. ENGELMANN: And was confirmed to the
classified staff, or permanent, one year later?

MR. SIRRS: Right.

MR. ENGELMANN: You also say that he was
reclassified to probation and parole officer 2.

MR. SIRRS: Yes.

MR. ENGELMANN: Following his successful
completion of the in-service professional development
program?

MR. SIRRS: Yes.

MR. ENGELMANN: And that he remained with
the Ministry in this capacity until his resignation,
effective May 4%, 1982.

MR. SIRRS: Yes.

MR. ENGELMANN: So you don’t say anything in
the letter about the reasons for his resignation?

MR. SIRRS: No.

MR. ENGELMANN: And you don’t say anything
about i1nappropriate behaviour of any sort?

MR. SIRRS: No.

MR. ENGELMANN: And, sir, if I could have
you look at Exhibit 91172

MR. SIRRS: Yes.
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MR. ENGELMANN: 1It’s a letter dated August
12", 19827

MR. SIRRS: Yes.

MR. ENGELMANN: From Mr. Landry to yourself.
Can you tell us, sir, whether you can recall receiving this
letter?

MR. SIRRS: No, I don’t recall receiving
this letter.

MR. ENGELMANN: All right. It isn’t date
stamped by your Ministry.

MR. SIRRS: That’s correct.

MR. ENGELMANN: This is a copy that we
received from Mr. Landry.

MR. SIRRS: Yes.

MR. ENGELMANN: All right. The letter
references a telephone conversation of the same date and
it’s asking for:

“.recommendations that you can give
concerning Nelson Barque, who’s applied
for the position of social work with
our organization.”

MR. SIRRS: Yes.

MR. ENGELMANN: And he says:

“1’d like to take this opportunity to

thank you for your cooperation in this
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matter.”

It appears, sir -- August 12" —— it appears,
sir, he’s saying that he’s had a conversation with you
earlier that day and he’s writing to you thanking you for
cooperating; providing essentially a reference.

MR. SIRRS: That’s what he says.

MR. ENGELMANN: Right. And, sir, you just
don’t remember whether you received this letter?

MR. SIRRS: That’s correct.

MR. ENGELMANN: All right. Well, you wrote
back to him.

MR. SIRRS: I provided him a -- I did
provide him a letter, yes.

MR. ENGELMANN: So you either wrote back to
him because you’d received this letter and you were
responding to it or you had received a phone call and the
letter and you were responding to 1t or you’d received a
phone call and ---

MR. SIRRS: --- phone call.

MR. ENGELMANN: One of the three; right?

MR. SIRRS: Yeah.

MR. ENGELMANN: You just don’t know which of
the three?

MR. SIRRS: Yes, because of the telephone

call.
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MR. ENGELMANN: You know that you had a
telephone call?

MR. SIRRS: That’s correct.

MR. ENGELMANN: You’re just not sure whether
you received the letter?

MR. SIRRS: I’m quite clear that 1 didn’t
receive the letter.

MR. ENGELMANN: You are saying that you did
not receive i1t?

MR. SIRRS: That’s correct.

MR. ENGELMANN: 1It’s addressed to you,
“private and confidential™?

MR. SIRRS: Yes.

MR. ENGELMANN: All right. Whether you
received the letter or not, sir, didn’t you think it was
important to let this prospective employer know something
about what had just happened?

MR. SIRRS: 1°m bound by privacy regulations
and 1°m responsible not to release information without the
individual’s consent.

MR. ENGELMANN: Right. Did you ask Mr.
Barque whether you could release this information?

MR. SIRRS: No, that wasn’t my
responsibility.

MR. ENGELMANN: Right. So you didn’t say
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anything at all to Mr. Landry in the phone call or your
letter about what had just happened?

MR. SIRRS: No. And he didn’t provide me
with a release of information signed by Mr. Barque.

I will say one more thing with regard to the
phone call. | told him very clearly at the end of our
phone conversation, | said, “l would not hire Mr. Barque™.

MR. ENGELMANN: So you said that without
giving any reasons?

MR. SIRRS: That’s correct. That wasn’t
private information, that was my position.

MR. ENGELMANN: Well, sir, if you said that
why wouldn”t you put it in your letter?

MR. SIRRS: That’s a good question. 1 don’t

MR. ENGELMANN: You’d agree with me,

receiving this letter -- i1f | received this letter, for
example, 1 mean someone receiving this letter wouldn”t know
that you were being at all negative. 1t’s a boiler-plate

letter, isn’t it?

MR. SIRRS: It’s just tombstone data.

MR. ENGELMANN: Yeah.

MR. SIRRS: Yeah. There’s no recommendation
there at all.

THE COMMISSIONER: Morning break soon, Mr.
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Engelmann?

MR. ENGELMANN: Sure.

THE COMMISSIONER: We~”ll have a break and
we”ll come back in fifteen.

Thank you.

THE REGISTRAR: Order; all rise. A 1’ordre;
veuillez vous lever.

This hearing will resume at 11:20 a.m.
-—- Upon recessing at 11:04 a.m. /

L”audience est suspendue a 11h04
-—- Upon resuming at 11:24 a.m. /
L”audience est reprise a 11h24

THE REGISTRAR: Order; all rise. A l’ordre;
veuillez vous lever.

The hearing is now resumed. Please be
seated. Veuillez vous asseoir.
PETER SIRRS, Resumed/Sous le méme serment:
-——-EXAMINATION IN-CHIEF BY/INTERROGATOIRE EN-CHEF PAR MR.
PETER ENGELMANN(cont>d/Suite)

THE COMMISSIONER: Mr. Engelmann.

MR. ENGELMANN: Mr. Sirrs, there’s not a
whole lot more that 1 have, so ---

MR. SIRRS: Oh, okay.

MR. ENGELMANN: --- home stretch here.

I just wanted to go back though for a moment
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if I could. You talked to us about -- well, we talked
about follow-up after ---

MR. SIRRS: Yes.

MR. ENGELMANN: --- the incident with Nelson
Barque. You talked to us about some of your suspicions and
your -- with Mr. Seguin and you talked about discussions
with area managers?

MR. SIRRS: Yes.

MR. ENGELMANN: At a meeting. Do you recall
if you had any specific discussions with your boss, Mr.
Toffelmire?

MR. SIRRS: Not specifically, no, but I have
to conclude that I did.

MR. ENGELMANN: AIll right.

MR. SIRRS: I mean, it made abundant sense.

MR. ENGELMANN: All right. And if 1 could
just qualify one of your statements. You talk about
suspicions with respect to ---

MR. ENGELMANN: Yes.

MR. SIRRS: --- Mr. Seguin, that’s too
strong a word.

MR. ENGELMANN: What would you call it then?

MR. SIRRS: Well, maybe some concerns or
questions.

MR. ENGELMANN: All right. Okay.
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And do you recall either asking Mr.
Toffelmire or Mr. Toffelmire suggesting to you that you
should take some preventative measures or take some action
after Mr. Barque resigned?

MR. SIRRS: No.

MR. ENGELMANN: All right. What about with
your staff?

MR. SIRRS: Yes.

MR. ENGELMANN: Okay. Nelson Barque

resigns?

MR. SIRRS: Yes.

MR. ENGELMANN: They knew something was
amiss?

MR. SIRRS: Yes.

MR. ENGELMANN: What did you tell them?

MR. SIRRS: Well, the staff at large, 1
didn’t really tell them anything. |1 concluded that they

would probably find out through the grapevine. But I
didn’t feel that 1t was my position to lay out the
circumstances of Mr. Barque’s resignation. But 1 did speak
to Ms. Cardinal.

MR. ENGELMANN: Yes.

MR. SIRRS: Because she was taking over that
case load.

MR. ENGELMANN: Yes.
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MR. SIRRS: And I asked her, quietly, if she
found anything there of any concern, that she should bring
that concern to me, but I didn’t tell her why. Only that
if she found a case load -- something in the case load that
gave her cause for concern, that she should come and
discuss 1t with me.

MR. ENGELMANN: All right. So you didn’t
tell any of your staff at a general meeting or specific

meetings the reasons why Mr. Barque left?

MR. SIRRS: I certainly don’t recall doing
that, no.

MR. ENGELMANN: And when you were telling
Ms. Cardinal to be -- I don"t ---

MR. SIRRS: Observant, observant.

MR. ENGELMANN: Observant, you didn’t
explain to her that he had sexual relations with some of
the probationers?

MR. SIRRS: No, I didn’t.

MR. ENGELMANN: You didn’t say anything
about his giving them alcohol or drugs ---

MR. SIRRS: No.

MR. ENGELMANN: --- or interfering with
police?

MR. SIRRS: No.

MR. ENGELMANN: And these were very serious

INTERNATIONAL REPORTING INC.



10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25

PUBLIC HEARING 92 SIRRS
AUDIENCE PUBLIQUE In-Ch(Engelmann)

concerns you had?

MR. SIRRS: They very well were. They very
well were.

MR. ENGELMANN: Didn’t you think it, sir,
prudent at that time to have a staff meeting and to outline
how serious these concerns were so that it would be very
clear that you didn’t tolerate this type of behaviour?

MR. SIRRS: It didn’t occur to me at the
time to do that, but in retrospect probably that would have
been a good idea.

MR. ENGELMANN: Yeah.

THE COMMISSIONER: Sir, I’m wondering -- I°m
sorry -- was there an audit made of Mr. Barque’s fTiles?

MR. SIRRS: Well, and that’s -- there was
ultimately actually because Carol Cardinal would be a
probation officer 1, and so every six months the files
woulld be reviewed and so i1t would have been his files that
would have been reviewed.

THE COMMISSIONER: No, but I’m -- an audit
in the sense of finding out if other probationers had been
treated the same way iIn the sense of provided alcohol, you
know, that kind of thing.

MR. SIRRS: Well, all files for a probation
officer 1 is reviewed every six months.

MR. ENGELMANN: But, sir, you’d agree with
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me that Mr. Barque wouldn’t have written in the files for
C-44 and Mr. Sheets what he was actually doing with them?

MR. SIRRS: I wouldn’t think.

MR. ENGELMANN: They weren’t there?

MR. SIRRS: That’s right.

MR. ENGELMANN: So ---

MR. SIRRS: Nothing inappropriate was there.

MR. ENGELMANN: Right. So unless you
actually spoke to some of those probationers, you wouldn’t
know about inappropriate behaviour?

MR. SIRRS: That’s correct.

MR. ENGELMANN: And, sir, 1It’s my
understanding that there was no follow-up with other
potential victims or probationers who may have been
recipients of inappropriate behaviour by Mr. Barque?

MR. SIRRS: 1 didn’t take that action, no.

MR. ENGELMANN: And did anyone in the
Ministry suggest that you take that action?

MR. SIRRS: No.

MR. ENGELMANN: AIll right.

And again, you’d agree with me to uncover
something like this, without actually talking to these
people, a file review wouldn”t give you that information?

MR. SIRRS: That’s correct. It would be

unlikely to.
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ENGELMANN: The person would have to be
illegal acts?
SIRRS: That’s right.

ENGELMANN: And you certainly didn’t see

that from Mr. Barque?

MR.

SIRRS: No, but you would find is if he

didn’t make any notation at all, having seen the person but

not made any notat
supervision.
MR.
MR.
MR.
saw that with C-44
MR .
MR .
than ---
MR.
when and ---
MR.
MR .

MR.
MR.
MR.

the year -- well,

ions, so there would be gaps iIn his

ENGELMANN: Right.

SIRRS: That would be apparent.
ENGELMANN: Well, do you recall if you
and Mr. Sheets?

SIRRS: No.

ENGELMANN: It didn”t look any different

SIRRS: Well, you see, that’s way back

ENGELMANN: Yes. Fair enough.

SIRRS: --- 1 simply don’t recall and --

ENGELMANN: Nothing stands out?
SIRRS: Nothing stands out.
ENGELMANN: Now, sir, in the summer of

let’s do this chronologically. Do you
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remember, sir, in or around early 1995 -- and 1°m talking
about January of 1995 -- receiving a phone call from an OPP
officer regarding allegations -- more allegations against
Nelson Barque, this time being made by a probation client
by the name of Albert Roy?

MR. SIRRS: 1 recall receiving information
to that effect and I knew that there were criminal charges
against Mr. Barque, but I don’t recall whether it was an
OPP officer that provided me with that information, but it
may very well have.

MR. ENGELMANN: All right.

Do you know 1f any of your former colleagues
might have spoken to you about this issue?

MR. SIRRS: Yes. Oh, yes. 1 had some
contact with Mr. Emile Robert.

MR. ENGELMANN: Emile Robert?

MR. SIRRS: Yes. He was the area manager at
the time.

MR. ENGELMANN: Okay. So he was never your
direct colleague?

MR. SIRRS: Well, not direct, but he worked
in L”’Orignal-Hawkesbury as a probation officer,
probation/parole officer when I was the area manager in
Cornwall.

MR. ENGELMANN: Oh, okay, so he was one of
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your employees?

MR. SIRRS: Well, one of the staff.

MR. ENGELMANN: Yeah.

MR. SIRRS: I prefer not to call them
employees.

MR. ENGELMANN: Fair enough. A member of
your staff?

MR. SIRRS: That’s correct.

MR. ENGELMANN: AIll right.

And so you knew him from the early “80s?

MR. SIRRS: Yes.

MR. ENGELMANN: And ---

MR. SIRRS: No. No, he came a little bit
later. He came a little bit later. 1 don’t believe he was
there during the period that Nelson Barque -- 1°d have to
refer to staffing ---

MR. ENGELMANN: Sorry.

MR. SIRRS: --- to get the dates.

MR. ENGELMANN: But you knew him from the
period of your tenure as area manager —---

MR. SIRRS: That’s --—-

MR. ENGELMANN: --- sometime between *81 and
847

MR. SIRRS: That’s correct.

MR. ENGELMANN: He was a member of your
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staff?

MR. SIRRS: That’s correct.

MR. ENGELMANN: And by the mid-“90s was he
at that point the area manager ---

MR. SIRRS: Yes.

MR. ENGELMANN: --- for the Cornwall office?

MR. SIRRS: Yes.

MR. ENGELMANN: And what do you recall
hearing from him about Nelson Barque?

MR. SIRRS: Only that there were criminal
charges.

MR. ENGELMANN: All right.

And had he known anything about the previous

allegations involving C-44 and Mr. Sheets?

MR. SIRRS: 1I’m not able to say. |1 don’t
know.

MR. ENGELMANN: All right.

But In any event, he was letting you know
that —--

MR. SIRRS: That’s right.

MR. ENGELMANN: --- this former staff member
of yours was being charged?

MR. SIRRS: Right.

MR. ENGELMANN: All right.

MR. SIRRS: You would need to ask Mr. Robert
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MR. ENGELMANN: We will.

MR. SIRRS: --- what 1t was he knew.

MR. ENGELMANN: Okay. We will. Fair
enough.

And again, that phone call would have been
over 10 years ago.

MR. SIRRS: That’s right, and relatively
brief.

MR. ENGELMANN: Yeah. But you do remember
him contacting you about Nelson Barque?

MR. SIRRS: Well, several people have called
me In respect of this situation.

MR. ENGELMANN: Yes.

MR. SIRRS: So I don’t specifically recall
that it was an OPP officer, but ---

MR. ENGELMANN: Sorry, I meant Mr. Robert.

MR. SIRRS: Oh, Mr. Robert, yes.

MR. ENGELMANN: And do you remember any of
the other people who contacted you?

MR. SIRRS: Yes, Mr. Downing contacted me.
There was a lawyer from Ottawa ---

MR. ENGELMANN: Mr. Downing though, that’s
in the year 2000, right?

MR. SIRRS: Two thousand (2000), that’s
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correct.

There was a lawyer from Ottawa who called me
because he was representing a number of clients in a
lawsuit --—-

MR. ENGELMANN: Okay.

MR. SIRRS: --- against the Ministry ---

MR. ENGELMANN: All right.

MR. SIRRS: --- and 1 spoke with him.

MR. ENGELMANN: When was that, sir?

MR. SIRRS: I couldn’t give you a date.

MR. ENGELMANN: All right.

So let’s -- Downing was 20007

MR. SIRRS: Two thousand (2000). That’s
what 1°m told.

MR. ENGELMANN: The Barque -- okay. Your
information about Nelson Barque would have been mid-“90s;
iIs that fair?

MR. SIRRS: Well, 1 can accept that, yes.

MR. ENGELMANN: All right.

It was before Mr. Downing?

MR. SIRRS: That’s correct.

MR. ENGELMANN: By several years?

MR. SIRRS: I would -- yes, 1 would think.

MR. ENGELMANN: All right.

I don’t know iIf you have the book with
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Exhibit 121 in it?

THE COMMISSIONER: You should.

MR. SIRRS: I think I may.

MR. ENGELMANN: And 1 just want to refer you
to a brief snippet of -- these are police officer notes and
you would have seen a couple of pages of these notes just
recently, sir, but probably never before. And I°m ---

MR. SIRRS: Oh, yes, yes, yes.

MR. ENGELMANN: Okay. And in particular, if
you could have a look at ---

THE COMMISSIONER: In the top left-hand
corner, sSir --—-

MR. ENGELMANN: Yeah.

THE COMMISSIONER: --- there would be a
number there.

MR. SIRRS: Oh, yes, okay.

MR. ENGELMANN: And i1t’s 1078047.

MR. SIRRS: 1 have -- I’m looking at the
number 116165 under 121.

THE COMMISSIONER: No, no, that’s the right-
hand side. Look at the other ---

MR. ENGELMANN: Just look at the number on
the left.

MR. SIRRS: Oh, pardon me. Okay.

MR. ENGELMANN: I’m about two-thirds of the
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way through the ---

MR. SIRRS: Okay.

THE COMMISSIONER: So the last ---

MR. SIRRS: The number again, the last two
numbers?

MR. ENGELMANN: 1t’s 1078047.

MR. SIRRS: Oh, okay.

MR. ENGELMANN: Just to situate you, sir,
these are officer notes of an officer, a detective by the
name of Zebruck ---

MR. SIRRS: Yes, okay.

MR. ENGELMANN: --- who was with the Long
Sault Detachment of the Ontario Provincial Police.

MR. SIRRS: Okay.

MR. ENGELMANN: And about halfway down that
page -- and maybe we can make that a little bigger. I’m
looking at the bottom half of the page. You’ll see there
IS a caption “Sexual Assault Barque”, and you’ll see
there’s a date “04 Jan 95 Wed”, and down at “8:15" --
you’ll see there’s a note there “8:15 to 12:00.

Do you see that at the bottom, sir?

MR. SIRRS: Yes.

MR. ENGELMANN: And it says “Contact...” --
it’s hard to read but I believe that’s you “Sirrs, Peter,

North Bay™.
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MR. SIRRS: Yes.

MR. ENGELMANN: Were you living in North Bay

in January of ”95?

MR. SIRRS: Yes.
MR. ENGELMANN: All right.

And, sir, I’ve looked through the next page

and a bit and at first 1 thought maybe it was a very long

interview of you, but I think the portion that deals with

you is just the top quarter or so of the next page.

to look at.

number there.

MR. SIRRS: Yes.

MR. ENGELMANN: And that’s what 1°d like you

MR. SIRRS: Okay.
MR. ENGELMANN: It says -- there’s a phone
Is that phone number familiar to you, sir?

MR. SIRRS: That was my office number at the

Ministry Head Office.

MR. ENGELMANN: All right.

So 1t says:
“New on job when investigation
conducted; did a preliminary
investigation; called in Investigation
Branch; did not check with Barque’s
clients; does not have any records.”

Right. So there’s some brief notes that the
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officer makes ---

MR. SIRRS: Yes.

MR. ENGELMANN: --- apparently as a result
of talking to you on the phone.

MR. SIRRS: Yes.

MR. ENGELMANN: All right.

You don’t remember the call; i1s that fair?

MR. SIRRS: Not specifically.

MR. ENGELMANN: No?

MR. SIRRS: Not specifically.

MR. ENGELMANN: All right.

Is there anything there that the officer has
noted that would be incorrect?

MR. SIRRS: No.

MR. ENGELMANN: All right. You may have
told him more but you don®"t take any issue with what he"s
written about ---

MR. SIRRS: That"s correct.

MR. ENGELMANN: --- what you would have said
to him? All right.

Sir, do you know if you were contacted again
about those allegations?

THE COMMISSIONER: By?

MR. ENGELMANN: By either the OPP or anyone

else In the Crown"s office?
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MR. SIRRS: 1 don"t recall, no.

MR. ENGELMANN: And that probationer, as I
understand it, those allegations were from before your time
as area manager?

MR. SIRRS: That"s my understanding, yes.

MR. ENGELMANN: All right.

MR. SIRRS This is the Roy matter, is it?

MR. ENGELMANN: Yes.

MR. SIRRS: Yes, okay.

MR. ENGELMANN: Yeah. 1t wasn"t familiar to
you?

MR. SIRRS: No.

I just want to make a comment, if 1 may?

MR. ENGELMANN: Yes.

MR. SIRRS: Because there"s -- there should
be a distinction made between my preliminary investigation
and the more thorough investigation conducted by the
Ministry Inspections and Investigations Branch.

MR. ENGELMANN: Yes.

MR. SIRRS: And mine was never intended to
be a thorough investigation ---

MR. ENGELMANN: Yes.

MR. SIRRS: --- only a preliminary one.

MR. ENGELMANN: Now, their investigation,

sir, near the beginning of their iInvestigation, Mr. Barque
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resigned.

MR. SIRRS: That"s -- no, 1 think that they
had conducted most of their investigation, then called him
into the office on the 6'; that"s my recall. There may be
information to the contrary, but that"s my recall. They’d
been up earlier In May.

MR. ENGELMANN: Yes, well they met with you
on April 29t?

MR. SIRRS: Yes.

MR. ENGELMANN: And theilr investigation ---

MR. SIRRS: No, it was earlier in April,
yeah, I’m sorry.

MR. ENGELMANN: [It"s at Exhibit 125, if you
want to take a look at it for a moment.

(SHORT PAUSE/COURTE PAUSE)

THE COMMISSIONER: They were signed on April
29" —_ oh, no, that"s not true.

MR. ENGELMANN: So that"s ---

MR. ROSEN: (Off mic)

THE COMMISSIONER: No, sir, sir. 1If you
want to talk, you have to get up, sorry. And I"m not being
difficult, it"s just that the transcript won"t pick It up.

You"re right, it says "On Thursday, April
29", as assigned".

MR. ENGELMANN: All right. And, sir,
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there®s a description on that second page about their
investigation which rolls onto page 3?
MR. SIRRS: Yes.
MR. ENGELMANN: And then they talk about
some of the people they interview, on page 3 ---
MR. SIRRS: Yes.
MR. ENGELMANN: --- which is Bates
page 1001826, and then on page 4, 1001827, the writer --
and I*m assuming this is either McMaster or Porter ---
MR. SIRRS: I believe it was Mr. McMaster.
He was the senior investigator, so ---
MR. ENGELMANN: Okay.
MR. SIRRS: --- he would have prepared this
report.
MR. ENGELMANN: And you see there, sir, iIn
the fourth paragraph:
"At or about 8:00 p.m., May 5%, 1982,
the writer was advised by Mr. Sirrs,
area manager, that he received word
that Mr. Barque had submitted his
resignation.™
MR. SIRRS: That"s correct.
MR. ENGELMANN: And arrangements were made
to meet with Mr. Barque on the following day?

MR. SIRRS: That"s correct.

INTERNATIONAL REPORTING INC.



10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25

PUBLIC HEARING
AUDIENCE PUBLIQUE

107 SIRRS
In-Ch(Engelmann)

MR. ENGELMANN: And, in fact, they did meet

with Mr. Barque?

MR. SIRRS: Yes.

MR. ENGELMANN: And it says, about halfway

down the page, what he admitted to?

MR. SIRRS: Yes.
MR. ENGELMANN: Do you see that?
MR. SIRRS: Yes.

MR. ENGELMANN: All right. And, sir, there

doesn"t appear to be, after meeting with Mr. Barque, aside

from one other interview on May 6%, to have been much done

after that?

know.

anyone would

page, they -

say:

MR. SIRRS: No.
MR. ENGELMANN: And in ---

MR. SIRRS: At least not -- not so much as I

MR. ENGELMANN: Yeah. Well, as much as
not reading this report.
MR. SIRRS: Yes.
MR. ENGELMANN: And, then, on the following

- in the last paragraph, in conclusion, they
"Since Mr. Barque has submitted his

resignation effective May 4™, 1982, no

further action by this Ministry is
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deemed necessary."

MR. SIRRS: Yes.

MR. ENGELMANN: And that"s similar to the
recommendation that you had made at the end of your
preliminary investigation?

MR. SIRRS: That"s correct.

MR. ENGELMANN: Now, sir, aside from the
discussion with -- about the Albert Roy matter, you had
some discussions with a Mr. Paul Downing?

MR. SIRRS: Yes.

MR. ENGELMANN: And did he describe to you
why 1t was he was calling you?

MR. SIRRS: My recall is that he was talking
about an inquiry. | don"t recall the name of the inquiry,
or an iInvestigation of sorts, Into the situation in
Cornwall.

MR. ENGELMANN: All right. Did he explain -
- do you have any recollection, sir, as to what prompted
his Investigation?

MR. SIRRS: No.

MR. ENGELMANN: He might have explained it
to you at the time; you just don"t have ---

MR. SIRRS: He may have, yes, yes.

MR. ENGELMANN: All right. You were retired

by the time that he would have called you?
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MR. SIRRS: That"s correct.

MR. ENGELMANN: You wouldn®t have had any
notes or anything else to work with at that time?

MR. SIRRS: None whatsoever.

MR. ENGELMANN: All right. And did he offer
to meet with you or do you recall why this was done on the
phone?

MR. SIRRS: I don"t recall him of