
NICHOLAS BALA  has been a Professor at the Faculty of Law at Queen's University in 
Kingston, Canada since 1980, and has been a Visiting Professor at McGill, Duke and the 
University of Calgary.   He teaches Contracts as well as Family Law and Children’s Law, 
and has twice won teaching awards at the law school at Queen’s University; he served as 
Associate Dean at the law school for five years.  

Prof. Bala’s primary area of teaching and research interest is Family and Children’s 
Law, focussing on such issues as: child abuse and child witnesses; child welfare law; 
family violence; the best interests of children; parental rights and responsibilities after 
divorce; the legal definition of the family; the Canadian Charter of Rights and the family; 
and juvenile justice. He has published extensively on these topics, and his work is 
regularly cited by the courts, including the Supreme Court of Canada, and Courts of 
Appeal in British Columbia, Alberta, Saskatchewan, New Brunswick, Ontario and Quebec.  
He has given over 250 presentations at continuing education programs for judges, 
lawyers, doctors, police, psychologists and other professionals, as well as at academic and 
law reform conferences.  Prof. Bala is a member of the National Judicial Institute Program 
Planning Committees for Child Witnesses and High Conflict Parental Separations, and is 
the editor of the N.J.I. Electronic Benchbook on Child Witness. 

Prof. Bala is the principal investigator of an interdisciplinary research project on 
child witnesses funded by the Social Sciences and Humanities Research Council of 
Canada (over $450,000 in SSHRC grants from 1999-2008).  The project involves Prof. 
Bala, three psychology professors, and a victim witness worker, doing research on issues 
related to the competence and credibility of child witnesses.  

Prof. Bala has done consulting work on legal issues related to child abuse, youth 
justice, family violence and family law for the governments of Canada, Ontario and the 
Yukon, and for aboriginal organizations.   He was the lead researcher in a report on the 
Ontario Child Abuse Register (1987-88), and a member of a research teams reviewing the 
Ontario Office of Child and Family Service Advocacy (2004), and on reporting of child 
abuse in health care settings (1999).  He was a consultant to Special Advisor on Child 
Sexual Abuse to the Minister of Health & Welfare Canada, and worked with him on the 
preparation of his report. (Rix Rogers, 1989-90). Prof. Bala was also consulted by Justice 
Robbins (Ontario, 2000) for his report on child sexual abuse in schools. 

Prof. Bala has appeared as a witness before Parliamentary Committees on 18 
occasions, including 5 hearings related to child abuse and child witness issues.  

Prof. Bala has written or co-authored 12 books and over 100 articles and book 
chapters. His recent books include Youth Criminal Justice Law (Irwin Law, 2003), 
Testifying on Behalf of Children: A Handbook for Canadian Professionals (Thompson 
Educational Publishers, 2001), and Canadian Child Welfare Law (Thompson Educational 
Publishers, 2004). 

Prof. Bala has served on the Board of a number of community and children’s 
organizations, and presently serves on the Executive Committee of the Canadian 
Research Institute for Law & the Family, at the University of Calgary, and is a volunteer at 
the Frontenac Youth Diversion project.  From 1982 to 1986 he was a member of the Board 
of Directors of the Children’s Aid Society in Kingston, Ontario. 

 
Professor Nicholas Bala              
Faculty of Law, Queen's University                    
Kingston, Ontario Canada   K7L 3N6               
tel. 613-533-6000 ext 7-4275   email nicholas.bala@.queensu.ca
webpage:   http://law.queensu.ca/faculty/profiles/bala.php

mailto:nicholas.bala@.queensu.ca
http://law.queensu.ca/faculty/profiles/bala.php

