
DECEMBER 14, 2006 

CORNWALL PUBLIC INQUIRY 

PHASE 2 – ACTION RESEARCH  

INVITATION FOR PROPOSALS 

 

The Cornwall Public Inquiry is proceeding with planned Phase 2 action research related 
to the work of the Inquiry and to support healing and reconciliation in the City of 
Cornwall.  More information on the Inquiry can also be obtained at 
www.cornwallinquiry.ca. 

At this time, an invitation is being put forward to seek out qualified and interested 
individuals to carry out some of the activities on the agenda.  Other activities may 
proceed at a later date, following discussions with community members about the best 
way to carry out certain work. Qualified individuals and organizations are invited to 
submit an expression of interest in undertaking one or more of the action research 
opportunities that are now available for immediate commencement.  Expressions of 
interest should include the qualifications and experience of the individual and/or 
organization with respect to the work, the general approach that will be taken, who will 
perform the work, as well as a time and budget estimate. Those interested may include 
appropriate assumptions with respect to the scope of the activity or project.   
 
Proposals, along with an estimated budget, should be provided in electronic form to 
colleen.parrish@jus.gov.on.ca or in print form to Phase 2 Research at Cornwall Public 
Inquiry, 709 Cotton Mill Street, Cornwall, ON, K6H 7K7. 
 
Proposals should be sent no later than February 9, 2007. 
 
To discuss your interest or to obtain further information, please contact Colleen Parrish, 
Director of Policy, at colleen.parrish@jus.gov.on.ca or by telephone at 613-938-2127, or 
Angela Long, Policy Analyst at along048@uottawa.ca or by telephone at 613-321-3663.  

All responses will be acknowledged and will be reviewed by the Advisory Panel, who 
will make recommendations to Commissioner G. Normand Glaude on selection. The 
members of the Advisory Panel are listed on the Inquiry’s website.  Several factors will 
be assessed in deciding who will do this work:  qualifications, time and cost of delivery, 
general approach, demonstrated interest in the work and sensitivity to achieving the 
mandate of supporting healing and reconciliation.  The lowest quote will not necessarily 
be chosen. 

Proposals shall include: 

o A description of the work to be done; 
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o Experience and qualifications of the person or organization doing the work and 
overseeing the project; 

o An indication as to who would undertake the work or aspects of the work; 

o An outline of timelines and deadlines; 

o Cost, including any fees and related costs; 

o Indications of any expectations related to workshops, seminars or other 
community consultations; and 

o Any information that would assist in evaluation of the proposal. 

 

The following chart describes the action research: 

SUMMARY DESCRIPTION OF  
ACTION RESEARCH  

PREFERRED PROCESS 

1. Identification of selected promising and/or best 
practices in healing programs for children, adult 
survivors of childhood sexual abuse. 

Identification of differences based on age and 
sex or other factors. 

Identification of selected best or promising 
practices in supporting staff in various 
institutions who deal with child sexual abuse and 
historical childhood sexual abuse in their 
professional capacity. 

Indication of problems and/or barriers 
experienced with respect to implementation of 
these promising or best practices. 

Research should include models from the 
Cornwall area itself, and other jurisdictions, both 
within Canada and outside of Canada.  The 
Inquiry staff can assist with contacts in 
Cornwall. 

Proposals should include approaches for 
compensation for the work of organizations that 
may be described and/or participate in 
workshops as examples of best or promising 

Draft paper will be posted to the Inquiry website 
and circulated to all parties for comment. 

Final paper, revised by the researcher though 
incorporation of comments, will be posted to the 
website and published in edited or complete form in 
the Inquiry’s papers. 

If there is public interest, there will be a public 
workshop or series of workshops to present the best 
practices identified and to engage in professional 
and community discussion. These workshops 
would include good examples of practices in the 
Cornwall community itself.  The researcher would 
be expected to coordinate these workshops and may 
participate in consultations designed to assess 
public interest in workshops. 
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SUMMARY DESCRIPTION OF  
ACTION RESEARCH  

PREFERRED PROCESS 

practices. 

2. Identification of selected promising and/or best 
practices with respect to the treatment of 
perpetrators of sexual abuse against children to 
ensure there is no re-offending and/or reduce the 
risk of repeat offences.  

Distinguish between the promising and/or best 
practices that relate to the treatment of 
pedophiles and those that relate to the treatment 
of opportunistic offenders. 

Identification of problems and/or barriers 
experienced with respect to implementation of 
these best or promising practices. 

Research should include models from the  
Cornwall area itself, and other jurisdictions, both 
within Canada and outside of Canada.  The 
Inquiry staff can assist with contacts in 
Cornwall. 

Proposals should include approaches for 
compensation for the work of organizations that 
may be described and/or participate in 
workshops as examples of best or promising 
practices. 

Draft paper will be posted to the Inquiry website 
and circulated to all parties for comment. 

Final paper, revised by the researcher through the 
incorporation of comments, will be posted to the 
website and published in edited or complete form in 
the Inquiry’s papers. 

If there is public interest, there will be a public 
workshop or series of workshops to present ideas 
and to engage in professional and community 
discussion.  The researcher would be expected to 
coordinate this workshop and may participate in 
consultations designed to assess public interest in 
workshops. 

3. Identify and compile recommendations of other 
Inquiries, inquests or specialized reports with 
respect to child sexual abuse and institutional 
response. 

Identify the recommendations that were 
implemented or partially implemented and those 
that have not apparently been implemented. 

If any public reason has been given for declining 
to follow a recommendation, identify this. 

Indicate outcomes of implementation, if 
possible. 

Research can include Inquiries, inquests or 
specialized reports both within Canada and 

Draft paper will be posted on the Inquiry website 
and circulated to all parties for comment. 

Final paper, revised by the researcher through the 
incorporation of comments, will be posted to the 
website and published in edited or complete form in 
the Inquiry’s papers. 

If there were interest, a workshop of interested 
professionals would be held to discuss reasons for 
the implementation and non-implementation of 
various recommendations within the identified 
Inquiries.  The researcher would be expected to 
facilitate this workshop.  Potential themes for this 
workshop include:  Are there ways to re-think old 
recommendations so that they would work today?  
What recommendations have improved practices?  
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SUMMARY DESCRIPTION OF  
ACTION RESEARCH  

PREFERRED PROCESS 

outside of Canada. What recommendations impede improved 
practices?  Are new recommendations required in 
order to improve practices significantly? 

4. Identify the legal and ethical implications of 
apology or expression of regret in civil cases. 

A preliminary review of material from a variety 
of sources indicates that one reason that 
apologies or expressions of regret may not occur 
is concern regarding the consequences for civil 
liability. At the same time, it appears that in 
healing, timely apologies or expressions of 
regret are important. 

Research should include a comprehensive 
literature review of the concept of apology 
within the common law system, the civil law 
system and statutory treatment of apologies.  

Research should also include a review of case 
law to determine the extent to which apologies 
and/or expressions of regret have been used in 
civil actions and should identify legal arguments 
that limit civil subsequent civil liability after an 
apology/expression of regret has been made. 

Research should identify any trends that appear 
in the law or within the literature related to 
ethical conduct with respect to the use of 
apologies and/or expressions of regret. 

If there appears to be a trend developing in 
legislative changes, the research should identify 
what these are or could be. 

Draft paper will be posted to the Inquiry website 
and circulated to all parties for comment. 

Final paper, revised by the researcher through the 
incorporation of comments, will be posted to the 
website and published in edited or complete form in 
the Inquiry’s papers. 

If there is interest, a panel discussion/seminar 
among legal and other experts and those who want 
to address the impact of apologies (either the 
positive effects or the negative effects of apologies) 
will be held.  The researcher would be expected to 
facilitate this seminar. 

 

5. Development of a pilot mentorship support 
program for people who are survivors of 
childhood sexual abuse and others interested in 
helping adult survivors of childhood sexual 
abuse. 

Develop a pilot training program for mentors 
(about 10-15 individuals) who feel ready to support 
an adult who has experienced childhood sexual 
abuse. 

Draft proposal will be posted to the website and 
circulated to all parties for comment.  Participation 
in the pilot program will be solicited and there will 
be a process to identify those who would like a 
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SUMMARY DESCRIPTION OF  
ACTION RESEARCH  

PREFERRED PROCESS 

mentor, which should be included in any proposal. 

Professionally run and coordinated, this activity 
should allow those “who have been there” to safely 
and effectively help someone else.  Follow-up 
should be included in any proposal to see how 
those who took part in the program have benefited 
(both mentors and those being mentored) and 
whether mentors or those being mentored would 
want to go on to mentor someone else. Follow up 
should be included in the proposal. 

6. Professional Workshops:  The Adult Survivor 
Specialist 

Individual workshops may focus on men or 
women or both, depending on the speciality.  
The intention is to ensure provision of 
information for addressing the needs of both 
men and woman who are survivors of childhood 
sexual abuse, but the Inquiry will accept separate 
proposals from specialists in adult female or 
adult male survivors of childhood sexual abuse. 

Workshops for professionals who want to gain 
more knowledge and understanding in addressing 
the needs of both male and female survivors of 
childhood sexual abuse, bringing in experts in the 
field. 

Practical approaches for those practicing in the area 
should be given. 

The work should include a survey on the usefulness 
of the workshop for professionals, and what 
additions to make in future.  Preference would be 
given to those who work with a community steering 
committee or have a group of community members 
to act as a steering committee.   

Approach should include a process of ascertaining 
the areas of knowledge sought by professionals 
who serve male and female survivors of childhood 
sexual abuse. 
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