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Presentation Overview

Pedophilia and sexual offending against children

Do gay men pose a greater risk for sexual offending 
than straight men?

The potential impact of prejudice against 
homosexuality on how we respond to pedophilia
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Pedophilia and Sexual Offending

Sexual preference for prepubescent children

Pedophilia is not synonymous with “child molester” 
or “sex offender”

• Some pedophiles have no known history of sexual contact 
with children

• Some sex offenders prefer adults but do offend against 
children
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Why Would Nonpedophilic Men Seek Sex 
With Children?

Disinhibition: e.g., alcohol or drug use, dementia

Pursuit of immediate gratification: e.g., 
psychopathic men

“Hypersexual” or sexually compulsive behavior

Lack of suitable adult options: e.g., socially 
inadequate, developmental delayed
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Pedophilia and Sexual Offending, cont’d

Pedophilia is rare in the general population: <5%

Most diagnosed pedophiles are male

90-95% of sex offenders are male

Pedophilic offenders are more likely to have boy 
victims than nonpedophilic offenders
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Do Gay and Straight Men Differ In Risk?

20 to 30% of sex offenders against children 
victimize boys, while 2 to 4% of adult men are 
sexually attracted to other men

What do we mean by “gay”? 

No evidence that gay men, defined as men who 
sexually prefer men, differ in risk to children than 
straight men, defined as men who sexually prefer 
women
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The Potential Impact of Linking 
Homosexuality and Pedophilia

Unfairly stigmatizes gay men by linking them to 
pedophilia and sexual offending against children

• No evidence that gay men pose a greater risk than 
straight men

• No evidence that childhood sexual abuse affects later 
sexual orientation

Potential embarrassment about having sexual 
contact with a man may decrease reporting and 
help-seeking by victims
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The Potential Impact of Linking 
Homosexuality and Pedophilia, cont’d

Impact on help-seeking and reporting is a concern 
because, for males, being a victim of child sexual 
abuse increases the risk of many negative 
outcomes, including:

• Mental disorders such as depression

• Addictions

• Relationship and sexual functioning

• Criminal behaviour, including sexual offending
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