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PHASE 2 NEIGHBOURHOOD MEETING 

SEPTEMBER 13, 2007 
VISCOUNT ALEXANDER SCHOOL AUDITORIUM 

 
WHAT THE MEETING IS ABOUT 
 
Gail Kaneb, of the Cornwall Public Inquiry Advisory Panel, set out the two reasons for 
holding this series of neighbourhood meetings: 
 

1. To update community members on what has been happening with Phase 2, 
and 

2. To hear ideas from the community. 

 
Gail reminded attendees that Phase 1 of the Cornwall Public Inquiry is about the past, and 
learning from the past.  Phase 2, the healing and reconciliation component, is about 
planning for the future. 
 
She outlined the 3 fronts for healing and reconciliation: 
 

1. Personal front (counselling) 

2. Institutional front (rebuilding of trust between community members and the 
institutions) 

3. Community front (giving the community the opportunity to work together, 
as these issues have divided the community) 

 
Gail explained that there are three decisions that need to be made by the Cornwall 
community: 
 

1. What do we want our future to look like? 

2. Are we willing to work for it? 

3. Are we big enough to set aside the past and work for the future?  Are we 
willing to work together for Phase 2, regardless of whether we agree with 
Phase 1? 

She spoke about the positive elements in Cornwall and her belief that there was “a 
turning point” in the community, moving forward positively.  She stressed hat people 
would see Cornwall in terms of the perceptions people had in Cornwall itself.  Positive 
cultural change can lead to economic change. 
 
She asked Advisory Panel members to identify themselves by a show of hands.  She 
asked Bernadette Clement, who is a PrévAction member, to speak about PrévAction. 
 



PRÉVACTION 
 
Bernadette indicated that PrévAction is independent of the Cornwall Public Inquiry.  It 
was formed because a group of individuals who attended Phase 2 meetings wanted to see 
some action occurring on good ideas for the community.  As a result, a few weeks ago a 
small group came together to support future-oriented initiatives, made up of volunteers 
and leaders from the Cornwall community.  The members of this group have made a five-
year commitment to work for the future of Cornwall.  Those members in attendance 
identified themselves: 
 

 Dan Parkinson 

 Richard Allaire 

 Jamie Marsolais 

 Mehroon Kassam 

 Bernadette Clement 

 Chris Francis 

 Gail Kaneb 

 Pat Finucan 

 
Their vision is that within five years, Cornwall will be a proud community in which all 
people and institutions work together to create a safe, healthy, vibrant environment. 
 
PrévAction’s mission statement is to promote an attitude of respect and care for all 
individuals, and of pride in our community, to ensure that individuals are informed, 
aware, and committed to prevention of sexual abuse and to ensure that institutions are 
transparent, safe, and committed to working together to prevent abuse. 
 
Each committee member will focus on one of the four themes of Phase 2.  Dan Parkinson 
and Paul-André Durocher will be spearheading the Youth Centre and prevention work. 
 
Richard Allaire and Pat Finucan will spearhead the education component. 
 
Jamie Marsolais and Mehroon Kassam will lead the Caring component, focusing on the 
Safe House for Men and the First Response Centre. 
 
Mehroon Kassam, Chris Francis, Gail Kaneb, and Bernadette Clement will work together 
on the Community Renewal/Culture Change component of Phase 2. 
 
POINTS OF CLARIFICATION 
 
Jan Handy, the Advisory Panel member facilitating the meeting, asked if people had 
points of clarification. 
 



A meeting participant asked:  “What does the “Caring Committee” of PrévAction do?” 
 
Jamie Marsolais indicated there are two identified projects under the direction of the 
caring committee: 
 
 a.  The creation of a first response centre; 
 b.  The creation of a safe house for men. 
 
PrévAction is currently seeking funding to hire a researcher to look into the feasibility of 
several projects.  Two sub-committees will be instituted under the “Caring” area, and the 
committee is also looking for more volunteers for the two caring projects. 
 
Mike Church, Advisory Panel member, noted that he thought Cornwall could be a model 
for others, to help men and women, boys and girls.  He indicated we was active with an 
organization called Male Survivor and they had a website with excellent information on 
the impact of abuse, at www.malesurvivor.org. 
 
Jan Handy, Advisory Panel member, took over as facilitator for the meeting.  She 
explained the ground rules developed for the neighbourhood meetings: 
 

 Show respect for each other 

 While we recognize the importance of the past, the meeting is future-oriented 

 The meeting is open to the public, including the media 

 In order to provide time for everyone, people were asked to keep their ideas brief 
– to two minutes. 

 
IDEAS FROM THE COMMUNITY 
 
These were the ideas that came from the community. 
 
1. It was recommended that we also look at the situation in Cornwall from the point 

of view of the perpetrator.  What can we as a community to do to both stop 
abusers and to help them?  Most abusers do not want to abuse, but they need to be 
helped.  As well, we could prevent future harm if we detect tendencies early. 

2. In response to the idea of assisting abusers, the idea of the safe house for men was 
presented as a place where men can gather and talk about various issues.  Keith 
Ouellette indicated the idea of a botanical garden was also suggested as providing 
a place where people can go to start interacting with others and to build self-
esteem.  A safe house and botanical garden will benefit the community as a 
whole, it will create jobs for the community, especially those touched by abuse 
and will promote community healing.  Lack of employment is a negative for 
healing. 

http://www.malesurvivor.org/


3. Mayor Kilger was asked what he is prepared to do to help the community 
reconcile and heal from the legacy of abuse?  Is the city willing to donate a house 
or land for the projects suggested?  What is the mayor willing to do to help 
survivors help themselves? 

In response, Mayor Kilger stated that he is like the figure of the listening, working 
and caring character presented by PrévAction.  He stated that the city is willing to 
help the community move forward. 

4. The idea of a youth centre was presented.  It was stated that the centre should be a 
joint initiative of the city, the provincial government and survivors.  It was 
proposed that the province could be a leader in this initiative in order to make the 
community better.  It could be a “signature piece” coming out of the Inquiry.  Mr. 
Jim Brownell commended those working for it. 

5. It was emphasized that we find solutions for healing and reconciliation that fit the 
small-town reality of Cornwall.  For example, in smaller communities we have to 
think more of multi-purpose centres rather than single purpose ones.  Cornwall is 
not able to support single-purpose centres.  It was proposed that groups and 
services share resources better. 

6. Building on the idea of a multi-purpose centre, it was emphasized that the funders 
of the services should ensure that the full spectrum of services are provided.  
People often fall through the cracks and we want to ensure that this will not 
happen again.  It was suggested that there be a committee of services instituted in 
order to find cohesion and unity of purpose; for example, there can be more joint 
activities in training for community groups and agencies. 

7. It was suggested that Cornwall have more places where people can go for free to 
get together and meet, and this is particularly a need for families and younger 
teens.  To do this, we need to recreate the waterfront, the beach and improve park 
facilities.  This will also bring economic prosperity to Cornwall and draw people 
in.  Cornwall also needs more community spirit and festivals.  It needs to live up 
to its potential so that people can support and care for each other. 

8. It was agreed that improving the waterfront is a great idea.  It was also suggested 
that the community have more outdoor activities and to institute a community 
garden where people can grow their own food.  Some of the food could be 
donated to the AGAPE Centre.  This would help the economic growth in 
Cornwall.  Poverty, neglect and abuse all need to be addressed, especially due to 
the compounding effect where all these are present. 

9. Thanks was given for the opportunity to have a voice in this process:  “It is 
important to let people know that Cornwall is a great place to be, with a 
welcoming atmosphere.” 

10. Marc Carrière pointed out that it is also important to ensure that the community 
better serve people who are Francophone.  Institutions need to have more staff 



that are comfortable in both official languages.  This will help everyone feel more 
comfortable and at home.  Thanks was also expressed to Anglophones for making 
the effort to learn and speak French. 

11. It was suggested to promote Cornwall as a place for new immigrants to Canada as 
a good place to settle, particularly investment-class immigrants. 

12. People should be encouraged to be more sensitive to others who have been 
through hardships in life.  People should be more understanding and patient.  
Often people who have experienced abuse or hardship have admirable qualities of 
empathy. 

13. Dr. Kaley noted that many survivors have been isolated and marginalized by the 
community.  He would like to see those who have been disempowered to have an 
opportunity to exercise their leadership skills. 

 
ADVISORY PANEL INPUT 
 
1. The idea of “Circle of Angels” was suggested as a possibility for Cornwall in 

respect to those who had a abused.  This group helps perpetrators reintegrate into 
society after they are released from prison and not re-abuse.  It is sort of like 
Alcoholics Anonymous in that sponsors are provided and there is a social 
commitment to changing behaviour. 

2. Abuse happens across all socio-economic strata, races, creeds and religions.  
Poverty is not always a contributing factor in abuse. 

3. A first response centre is a great idea to help people navigate a complicated 
system. 

4. The excellent programs at the Children’s Treatment Centre in Cornwall was 
brought to the attention of the group, including a program for young persons who 
have shown some tendencies toward sexual abuse. 

5. Healing happens within the community and all activities, including economic 
ones will contribute to healing.  It takes the whole community to address abuse – 
to be the kind of place where there is “no looking away”. 

6. The Advisory Panel asked anyone interested in attending the October 18th 
Advisory Panel at the Cornwall Civic Complex meeting to sign up and they 
would get an invitation. 



 
LET’S BUILD IT! 
 
Keith Ouellette concluded by observing that in winter there may not be a place for elderly 
people to go.  His idea of a botanical garden could include a coffee area and a healing 
circle area.  He urged everyone:  Let’s Build It! 
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