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Chapter 3 
2007/2008 Court Activity 

Statistical data about court activity is extracted from 
several operational systems in use in Ontario.  Criminal 
statistics for the Ontario Court of Justice are extracted 
from an operational system called ICON.  Statistical 
data for other courts are obtained from SUSTAIN and 
from the new FRANK system. 

The FRANK court case tracking system was developed 
as a standard operational system for Ontario’s courts. 
The system collects data and facilitates tracking activity 
for civil, family, Small Claims Court, and criminal 
proceedings in the Superior Court of Justice.  As of 
March 31, 2008, all court locations, with the exception 
of Toronto, use FRANK to track court activities. Toronto 
will continue to use the older operational system until 
mid-2008. 

Province-wide combined data from the FRANK and 
SUSTAIN systems became available as of April 1, 2005 
and has replaced the data for civil, family, Small Claims 
Court, and criminal proceedings in the Superior Court of 
Justice that was previously reported.  Older court 
statistics derived from previous data are not 
comparable with data from the new system. Therefore, 
only data from 2005/2006 to 2007/2008 are included in 
this report for those practice areas.  We will once again 
be able to report five-year trends in these practice 
areas starting in fiscal year 2010/2011. 

This chapter highlights some of the trends that CSD is 
currently tracking for all practice areas.  More 
information and definitions are included in the 
Appendix. 

New Proceedings Received by Practice Area 
In 2007/2008, criminal matters comprised over half of 
all new proceedings; followed by civil and family 
matters, which accounted for 16 per cent each, and 
Small Claims Court proceedings, which comprised 12 
per cent. 

New Proceedings Received by Practice Area 

April 2007 to March 2008 


Family 
16% 

Small Claims 
12% 

Criminal 
56% 

Civil 
16% 
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The Criminal Courts - 
Ontario Court of Justice 

Five-Year Trends 

Charges Received, Disposed, Pending 
All criminal charges are initially filed in the 
Ontario Court of Justice, and most of those charges 
are disposed of in the Ontario Court of Justice. Some 
charges proceed to the Superior Court of Justice by 
way of indictment. 

In 2007/2008, the Ontario Court of Justice received 
almost 600,000 criminal charges. Adult Criminal Code 
of Canada charges comprised 77 per cent of total 
charges received, while adult federally prosecuted 
charges comprised 9 per cent and youth charges 14.5 
per cent. 

Over the past five fiscal years, the number of charges 
received increased 12 per cent.  Adult Criminal Code 
of Canada charges increased 13 per cent, while youth 
charges remained relatively stable. 

The Court disposed of 8 per cent more charges last 
year than it did in 2003/2004, with adult Criminal Code 
of Canada and federally prosecuted charges 
accounting for most of the increase (11 per cent and 
10 per cent, respectively). 

The number of all charges pending has increased 20 
per cent.  Over the past five years, the number of 
charges pending for adult Criminal Code of Canada 
and federally prosecuted charges increased 21 per 
cent and 22 per cent, respectively. 

Events 
An event is a court appearance. Over the past five 
years, events heard in the Ontario Court of Justice 
have increased 29 per cent. 

Criminal events heard in the Ontario Court of Justice are collected 
for each charge that was before the court. For example, if a person 
has been charged with two offences, the courts database shows two 
events for each court appearance. 

Courtroom Operating Hours* 
Province-wide, courtroom operating hours increased 9 
per cent. 

Charges Received, Disposed and Pending in the Ontario Court 
of Justice 2003/04 to 2007/08 

0 

100,000 

200,000 

300,000 

400,000 

500,000 

600,000 

700,000 

Received 

%  Ch ange

Disposed 

%  Ch ange

Pending 

%  Ch ange

533,451 

534,825 

230,106 

2003/200 4 

556,370 

539,572 

249,987 

2 004/2005 

5 73,644 

5 51,868 

2 58,335 

200 5/2006 

598 ,037 

571 ,181 

274 ,973 

2006 /2007 

595,6 11 

 +11.7 % 

578,5 36 

 +8.2 % 

275,6 62 

 +19.8 % 

2007/2 008 

Per cent of Charges Received by Statute in the Ontario Court 
of Justice 2003/04 to 2007/08 
Justice 2003 2004 to 2007 2008 

90.0%
 

80.0%
 

70.0%
 

60.0%
 

50.0%
 

40.0%
 

30.0%
 

20.0%
 

10.0%
 

0.0%
 

2003/2004
 2004/2005 2005/2006 2006/2007 2007/2008 

75.5% 76.6% 76.8% 77.2% 76.6% Adult Criminal Code 
of Canada 

Federally Prosecuted 8.5% 8.6% 8.7% 8.8% 8.9% 
Charges 

Youth Charges 16.0% 14.8% 14.5% 14.0% 14.5% 

Events Heard in the Ontario Court of Justice 
2003/04 to 2007/08 

6,000,000
 

5,000,000
 

4,000,000
 

3,000,000
 

2,000,000
 

1,000,000
 

0
 
2003/2004 2004/2005 2005/2006 2006/2007 2007/2008 

4,326,306 4,696,670 5,126,047 5,498,814 5,587,372 Events Heard 
 +29.1% % Change

*Courtroom operating hours reflect hours during which courtrooms are in use; 
they do not measure working hours for judicial officers or court staff. 
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1 0,000  

2 0,000  

3 0,000  

4 0,000  

5 0,000  

6 0,000  

7 0,000  

8 0,000  

2 005/2 006 

2 006/2 007 

2 007/2 008 

% Cha nge

78 ,898 

82 ,107 

85 ,416 

 + 8.3%  

Ne w Pr oceed ings 
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The Criminal Courts - 
Superior Court of Justice 

Three-Year Trends * 

Proceedings Received, Disposed and Pending 
In 2007/2008, the Superior Court of Justice received 
4,141 criminal proceedings and disposed of 3,824 
proceedings (indictments and appeals). Both 
proceedings received and proceedings disposed 
decreased over the last three years (14 percent, and 8 
percent respectively). As of March 2008, 4,164 
criminal proceedings were pending. 

Courtroom Operating Hours ** 
Courtroom operating hours decreased 4 per cent. 

The Civil Courts 

Three-Year Trends 

New Proceedings 
In 2007/2008, there were 85,416 new civil proceedings 
initiated in the Superior Court of Justice, up 8 per cent 
from 2005/2006.  Approximately 1,400 of these 
proceedings were heard in the Divisional Court. 

Events Heard 
Over the last three years, the number of civil events 
heard decreased 6 per cent. 

Civil Mediation 
Mandatory mediation is a feature of civil case 
management in Toronto***, Ottawa and Windsor.  Full 
settlement rates for mandatory mediation in Ottawa 
and Windsor have remained stable at approximately 
40 per cent. 

Courtroom Operating Hours** 
Courtroom operating hours have decreased 
11 per cent. 

0 
Cases Cases Cases 

Received Disposed Pending 

4,837 4,147 2005/2006 
4,297 3,849 4,331 2006/2007 

4,141 3,824 4,164 2007/2008 
 -14.4% -7.8% % Change

Proceedings Received, Disposed and Pending 
in the Superior Court of Justice, Criminal 

4,000
 

2,000
 

New Proceedings in the Superior Court of Justice, Civil 

9 0,000  

Events Heard in the Superior Court of Justice, Civil 

0 

20,000 

40,000 
60,000 

80,000 

100, 000 

120, 000 

140, 000 

160, 000 

Events Heard 

2005/2006 140,276 

2006/2007 136,375 

2007/2008 132,047 

% Change  -5.9% 

* Older court statistics derived from previous data are not comparable with data from the new system.  Therefore, only data from 2005/2006 to 
2007/2008 are included in this report for those practice areas. We will once again be able to report five-year trends in these practice areas 
starting in fiscal year 2010/2011. 
** Courtroom operating hours reflect hours during which courtrooms are in use; they do not measure working hours for judicial officers or court 
staff.
 *** Statistics for Toronto are currently unavailable. 
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The Family Courts 

Three-Year Trends 

Overview of Family Proceedings 
Family matters are heard in the Superior Court of 
Justice, the Family Court branch of the Superior Court 
of Justice, and the Ontario Court of Justice. In 17 
locations, a Family Court branch of the Superior Court 
has been established to hear all family matters.  The 
Family Court branch has been established in all 
locations in the Central East Region, in most locations 
in the East Region and in a small number of locations 
in the Central West and West Regions. 

New Family Proceedings in the Superior Court of Justice, the 

Family Court branch of the Superior Court of Justice and the
 

Ontario Court of Justice 


100,000
 

80,000
 

60,000
 

40,000
 

20,000
 

0 
New Child Protection Total New Proceedings 

Proceedi ngs
 

2005/2006 
  90,762 13,979 
  

2006/2007 
  88,174 13,086 
  

2007/2008 
  85,688 12,286 
  

% Change
  -5.6%  -12.1% 

New Proceedings 
Family Events Heard in the Superior Court of Justice, the In 2007/2008, the family courts received 85,688 new Family Court branch of the Superior Court of Justice and family proceedings. Of these, 12,286 (14 per cent) the Ontario Court of Justice 

were child protection proceedings under the Child and 
Family Services Act (hereinafter CFSA). The total 
number of new family proceedings decreased 6 per 
cent since 2005/2006, and new child protection 
proceedings decreased 12 per cent. 

Events Heard 
In 2007/2008, there were 315,852 events heard in the 
family courts, of which 25 per cent were events heard 
in child protection proceedings. Over the three years, 
the total number of family events heard remained 
relatively stable. 

0 

100,000 

200,000 

300,000 

400,000 

Total  Events Heard Child Protection Events 
Heard 

2005/2006 317,308 77,589 

2006/2007 316,960 76,583 

2007/2008 315,852 77,587 

% Change  -0.5% -0.0% 

Time to Disposition for Child Protection
Percentage of Child Protection Proceedings that Took Over Proceedings 

Four Months to be Disposed of in the Family Court branch of Since 2005/2006, the percentage of child protection the Superior Court of Justice and the Ontario Court of Justice proceedings that took more than 4 months to be 
disposed increased from 41 per cent to 47 per cent in 
2007/2008. 50% 

40% 

Mediation 30% 

Family mediation rates for full and partial settlement 20% 

have remained relatively stable. 10% 

0% 
% of Child Protection Cases That Took Over 4 

Months to Dispose Courtroom Operating Hours * 
41% 2005/2006 Courtroom operating hours remained relatively stable 
44% 2006/2007 over the three-year period. 
47% 2007/2008 

* Courtroom operating hours reflect hours during which courtrooms are in use; they do not measure working hours for judicial officers or court 
staff. 
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Brampton, Superior Court of Justice, Ontario Court of Justice 

The Family Courts - New Family Proceedings and Events Heard 
in the Superior Court of Justice Superior Court of Justice 

New Proceedings and Events Heard 
Since 2005/2006, the number of new family 
proceedings heard in the Superior Court of Justice 
decreased 3 per cent, while the number of events 
heard increased 1 per cent in 2007/2008. 

Courtroom Operating Hours 
Courtroom operating hours increased 3 per cent. 

70,000 

60,000 

50,000 

40,000 

30,000 

20,000 

10,000 

0 
N ew Pr oceedings EventsH eard 

2005/2006 28,482 62,476 

2006/2007 28,613 65,543 

2007/2008 27,521 63,082 

% Change  -3.4%  +1.0% 

* Courtroom operating hours reflect hours during which courtrooms are in use; they do not measure working hours for judicial officers or court 
staff. 
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The Family Court branch of the 
Superior Court of Justice 

New Proceedings 
Over the past three years, the total number of new 
proceedings commenced in the Family Court branch of 
the Superior Court of Justice decreased 4 per cent, 
and new child protection proceedings commenced 
decreased 7 per cent. 

Events Heard 
In the past three years, the total number of family 
events heard remained relatively stable. 

Time to Disposition for Child Protection 
Proceedings 
The percentage of child protection proceedings that 
took more than four months to be disposed increased 
from 41 per cent in 2005/2006 to 45 per cent in 
2007/2008. 

0 

20,000 

Total  New Proceedings New Child Protection 
Proce edi ngs 

2005/2006 3 2,669 5,2 88 

2006/2007 3 1,771 4,9 74 

2007/2008 3 1,371 4,9 28 

% Change  -4.0% -6.8% 

New Family Proceedings in the Family Court branch 
of the Superior Court of Justice 

40,000 

Family Events Heard in the Family Court branch  
of the Superior Court of Justice 

150,000 

100,000

50,000

0
Total Events Heard Child Protection Events 

2005/2006 110,244 24,888 

Courtroom Operating Hours* 2006/2007 108,917 23,905 

Courtroom operating hours decreased 7 per cent. 2007/2008 108,964 24,434 

% Change -1 2% -1 8% 
* Courtroom operating hours reflect hours during which courtrooms 
are in use; they do not measure working hours for judicial officers or 
court staff. 

Percentage of Child Protection Proceedings that Took Over 
Four Months to be Disposed of in the Family Court branch of 

the Superior Court of Justice 

60%
 

40%

20%

0%
% of Chi ld Protection Cases That Took Over 4 

Months to Dispose 

2005/2006 41% 

2006/2007 42% 

2007/2008 45% 
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New Family Proceedings in the Ontario Court of Justice The Family Courts -
Ontario Court of Justice 

New Proceedings 
In the last three years, the total number of new family 
proceedings commenced in the Ontario Court of 
Justice decreased 9.5 per cent, and new child 
protection proceedings commenced decreased 15 per 
cent. 

Events Heard 
The total number of family events heard remained 
relatively stable. Family Events Heard in the Ontario Court of Justice 

0 

10,00 0 

20,00 0 

30,00 0 

40,00 0 

Total  N ew Proce edi ngs 
New Ch ild Protection 

Proce edi ngs 

200 5/20 06 29 ,6 11 8,69 1 

200 6/20 07 27 ,7 90 8,11 2 

200 7/20 08 26 ,7 96 7,35 8 

% Cha nge  -9 .5% -15.3% 

200,000 Time to Disposition for Child Protection 
Proceedings 
The percentage of child protection proceedings that 
took more than four months to be disposed increased 
from 41 per cent in 2005/2006 to 48 per cent in 
2007/2008. 

Courtroom Operating Hours 
Courtroom operating hours increased 2 per cent. 

0 

50,00 0 

1 00,00 0 

1 50,00 0 

Total  Events Heard C hil d Protectio n Events 
Hea rd 

200 5/20 06 144,588 52,701 

200 6/20 07 142,500 52,678 

200 7/20 08 143,806 53,153 

% Cha nge  -0.5% +0.9% 

Courtroom operating hours reflect hours during which courtrooms Percentage of Child Protection Proceedings that Took Over are in use; they do not measure working hours for judicial officers or Four Months to be Disposed of in the Ontario Court of Justice court staff. 
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Months to Dispose
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Events Heard 

2005/2006 87,999 

2006/2007 79,878 

2007/2008 80,087 

% Change  -9 .0 % 
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New Proceedings in Small Claims Court The Small Claims Court 

Three-Year Trends 

New Proceedings 
43 per cent of all civil cases commenced in 2007/2008 
were Small Claims Court claims. 

In 2007/2008, 63,633 new cases were filed in the 
Small Claims Court, a decrease of 15.5 per cent from 
2005/2006. 

Events Heard in Small Claims Court Events Heard 
Over the past three years, events heard decreased 9 

100,000 per cent. 

Courtroom Operating Hours 
Courtroom operating hours also decreased 9 per cent. 

Courtroom operating hours reflect hours during which courtrooms are in use; 
they do not measure working hours for judicial officers or court staff. 
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New Pro ceedings 

2005/2006 75,299 

2006/2007 68,863 

2007/2008 63,633 

% Change  -15.5% 
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The Court of Appeal 

Criminal Appeals 
In the last five years, the number of criminal appeals 
filed decreased 2 per cent, while appeals disposed 
decreased 11.5 per cent.  Over the last five fiscal years, 
the number of appeals pending increased 9.5 per cent. 

Civil and Family Appeals 
In the last five years, the number of civil and family 
appeals filed and disposed decreased 20.5 per cent and 
12 per cent respectively.  Over the last five years, the 
number of appeals pending decreased 21 percent. 

Criminal Appeals Filed and Disposed 
in the Ontario Court of Appeal 
1,600 

1,000 

1,200 

1,400 

Ap peals Filed 

% Chang e

Ap peals Dispose d 

% Chang e

Ap peals Pen din g as of 
Mar . 31 

% Chang e
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800 
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1,075  

200 3/2004 
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856 878 

1 ,078  1,1 34  

200 4/2005 2005/ 2006 

911 851 

-2.0% 

877 842 

 -11.5% 

1,1 68 1,177 

 +9.5% 

2006/2 007 2007/20 08 

Civil and Family Appeals Filed and Disposed 
in the Ontario Court of Appeal 
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1,0 00 
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2 003/ 2004 20 04/20 05 2005 /2006 2 006/2 007 200 7/200 8 

App eals File d 918 82 7 874 7 99 73 0 

% Cha nge  -20. 5% 

App eals Dispo sed 888 90 9 870 8 49 78 3 

% Cha nge  -11. 8% 

App eals Pend ing as of 
Mar. 31 

855  77 3 777  7 25 67 2 

% Cha nge  -21. 4% 
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